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THE  WAIT  :M0XUMENT  IN  SPRINGFIELD. 
The  rrcemasons  of  Springfield  have  appoiotcd 
a  committee  to  take  measures  for  the  preservation 
I  of  the  Wait  monument  in  that  city.  The  history 
j  and  associations  of  tbe  stone  deserve  perpetua- 
I  tion.  It  was  erected  by  Joseph  Wait  of  lirookneld 
i  in  1763,  to  mark  tke  entrance  to  the  Boston  roa  i. 
According;  to  Dr.  Alfred  Bootii,  who  collected  and 
recorded  the  facts  of  its  history  in  bis  tiistorical 
sketches  of  Spiingtield,  soaie  years  ap,o,  tiie  tradi- 
tion is  that  Wait  started  for  Boaton,  but  mistook 
the  road  to  "Sliipmuck,"  now  CLilc:)pee  Falls,  for 
the  Boston  road,  and  nearly  peiishea  iu  a  snow- 
storm. Shortly  after,  he  caused  ibe  monument  to 
be  erected.  It  i?,  about  six  feet  ina;li,  two  feet 
broad,  and  one  foot  thick,  and  on  its  face  has 
!  Masonic  emblems.  ibeLatiii  motto,  "  ]^irtusest  sua 
I  merces,"  and  anorher,  now  illegible,  thauxh  tbe 
;  first  word,  "Pulsanu,"  is  still  clear.  Beneath  is 
'  thJ3  inscriptiun:  "Boston  road.  This  stone  is 
erected  by  Joseph  Wait,  esq,,  of  Brookdeld, 
for  tbe  l)ei)etil  of  traveller,-^,  ITGo."  Tbe 
stone  is  a  dark  red,  like  tbe  Lou2;moadow  stone, 
but  it  is  tbousbt  to  have  come  fiom  tbe  bed  of  the 
river;  stone  m  later  years  were  bronsbt  from  En- 
field lulls  lor  the  piers  of  tbe  old  ondi^e,  and  ttie  i 
stone  tablets  of  that  tune  m  the  cemetery  came,  i 
probably,  from  tbe  same  source.  The  cutrins  is  1 
credited  to  Nathaniel  Brewer,  the  pruieipal  stone-  i 
cutter  of  that  day.  Tbe  monument  was  moved  by  i 
Colonel  Kipley  about  twenty-hve  vears  a^^o,  m  ai-  | 
ranging;  street  lines,  some  twenty  teet  to  the  east-  | 
ward  of  tbe  orio-iual  site.  It  has  honorable  scars  i 
to  boast  of,  having- been  between  two  tires  in  the 
'  Shays  rebellion.  General  Shepard  and  his  com- 
pany, and  a  single  cannon,  posted  opposite  tbe 
present  site  of  Ohvct  church,  tired  upon  the  insur- 
gents as  they  marched  down  the  Boitou  road,  and 
at  ©nee  endea  the  Shays  reheliiou  and  scarrea  the 
stone.  The  bullet-marks  have  been  parti  v  filled  uo 
with  some  hard  cement.  General  Sbepard's 
company  was  made  up  of  the  very  chiv- 
alry of  Spnngfleld,  and  it  is  recorded  that  a 
young  woman,  who  saw^  them  puss,  said:  "I  sliali 
not  want  to  live  any  lontrer  if  all  these  youn^:  men 
are  to  be  killed."  of  do?eph  Wait  htLle  is  known. 
The  family  settled  in  Watertown  as  early  as  1637. 
One  of  tbe  descendants,  born  in  1G77,  lii  >ved  to 
Lyme,  Ct.,  an>J  was  the  ancestor  of  the  present 
Chief-Justice  V.'aite.  The  Jjsei»b.  so  identirted 
with  tbe  history  of  Spriui^lield,  w\'.s  born  in  17;J2, 
and  with  .John,  his  bio'.ber,  t\vo  years  older,  re- 
moved with  their  father  to  Brooklield  iu  17-b),  and 
tbe  descendants  of  .loiiu  aie  rcMtleuts  of  North 
Brookbeld  to  this  day.  Joseph  married  .Martha 
Stone  of  Brooklield;"  but  is  supposed  to  have  re- 
moved to  Now  Jt r>ey  as  early  ris  170'.>,  and  it  is  sur- 
mi.eed  that  be  might  have  been  reluming  from  a 
western  prosi^eciing;  tour  at  tiie  time  he' was  lost. 
Traditiou  leports  him  as  worth  considerable  pro- 
perty. 

 . 
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Our  assembling  this  day,  in  this  Hall,  is  a  subject  for  mutual 
congraiiilalion.  That  the  town  has,  with  so  mucli  unanimity  and 
concord,  undertaken  and  completed  a  building,  so  convenient  for 
the  transaction  of  pubhc  business,  evinces  in  the  inhabitants,  a 
spirit  of  liberality  and  harmony,  highly  honorable  to  our  society. 
This  building,  so  ornamental  to  the  place,  has  been  completed, 
without  accident  and  without  contention.*-  The  occasion  sugges- 
ted a  wish  to  have  an  historical  account  of  the  town.  Such  a  his- 
tory will,  probably,  be  peculiarly  interesting  to  the  inhabitants  ; 
but  it  is  also  important  to  the  community  in  general.  This  was^ 
the  earliest  settlement,  in  the  western  part  of  tlie  state,  and  itselt 
the  parent  of  many  others.  It  was  a  colony  from  the  settlements 
about  Massachusetts  Bay,  begun  and  carried  on  while  those  set- 
tlements were  yet  in  infancy.  It  was  an  important  post  against 
the  Indians  ;  and  being  adjacent  to  Connecticut,  and  the  only 
town  bordering  on  that  colony,  it  was  long^^nvolved  in  great  and 
viol'ent  disputes  with  that  government. 

The  means  of  cotnpiling  such  an  account  are  not  over  ample  ; 
but  some  care  has  been  taken  to  collect  what  remains.  Many 
facts  now  know^n,  may  soon  be  lost ;  many  which  might  have  beea 
found  half  a  century  ago,  are  now  irrecoverably  gone.  Ver)  few 
traces  of  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  town  can  be  found. 

Several  of  those  who  w-ere  here  at  the  first  setdement,  came 
from  England,  wlien  the  governor  and  company  came  over,  in  the 
year  1G30.    How  many  I  am  unable  to  ascertain. 

William  Pynchon,  Esq.  who  may  properly  be  called  the  father 
of  the  town,  was  one  of  the  patentees  in  the  colony  charter,  named 
in  the  deed  of  162T,  and  the  charter  of  iQ2S,    He  was  appointed 


•See  Appendix  A. 


4 


fi  magistrate  and  ^ssicttiTit  in  Oct.  1629,  in  England,  ivhen  the 
t^orernor  and  other  officers  were  appointed.  He  came  from  Eng- 
land with  £;overnnr  Winthrop,  and  first  settled  at  Roxf)urv.  Tlie 
Tiiimbpr  who  then  came  to  Mas-achtisetis,  Ccinnot  be  given  ;  but 
it  is  Slid  there  were  2000  in  1630,  and  in  1633,  a  large  addition, 
l;rrnr:ini:  with  them  several  disfingui'«hed  ministers. 

The  discovery  of  ConnecticMt  river,  was,  probably,  not  made 
^o  narly  as  ihat  of  some  oilir  r  streams  less  imjiorlant,  owing  to 
ly>i\z  J'^Iaod  stretching  along  before  its  mouth.  Bnt  in  1631,  a 
Inirk  which  had  been  to  the  south,  sailed  up  .the  river  some  dis- 
tance. The  Plymouih  colony  had  sent  to  build  a  trading  house, 
3tnd  the  I^utcb  began  a  settlement  at  Hartford.  But  it  is  said,  that  the 
■£tm  dueliini:  iiouse  built  on  the  river,  bv  an  European,  was  at  the 
jnouih  of  W  indsor  Little  river,  by  VVilliam  Holmes,  in  Oct.  1633. 

Tt>c  information  given  of  the  favorable  situation  of  that  river, 
induced  many  of  the  inhabitants  about  Bo-rton,  to  make  strenuous 
<^iit;ris  to  remove.  Tlie  General  Court  had  prohibited  any  per- 
sons removing  without  their  consent.  This  prohibition  was 
grounded  on  their  being  engaged  in  a  joint  undertaking,  to  make 
i»}iprov<'jnents  for  the  common  benefit  ;  and  if  every  one  were  at 
libiMty  to  desert  it  when  iie  pleased,  it  might  not  only  prevent  a 
tenetlcial  improvement,  but  endanger  the  lives  of  those  who  re- 
iJnained.  For  one  or  two  years,  applications  to  remove  to  the 
X]^OJ)u^»cticiit,  were  unsuccessful  ;  but  this  did  not  hinder  explor- 
Jiii;  pnrties  (rotn  going  out  and  making  arrangements  for  settlements. 

jiii  WHS  the  case  in  regard  to  \V'ethersfield,  Hartford  and  Wind- 
sor. 'I'here  is  a  tradition,  that  some  of  those  that  came  to  Weth- 
^■fi-rield,  in  the  year  1634,  remained  through  the  winter. 

Xi-arly  in  the  year  1635,  the  people  of  VVatertown,  and  Dorches- 
ter, imd  sfu  rwards  iliose  at  Newton,  obtained  the  consent  of  the 
.<jvneral  Cujui,  diat  tliey  should  remove  to  the  Connecticut  river. 
in  ^hy,  1635,  Mr.  Pviichon,  and  ihe  inhabitants  of  Roxbury,  had 
iiixj  iiberly  ^^ranted  them  to  remove  themselves  to  any  place  that 
4Jivy  ilioidd  ilu'uk  meet,  not  to  prejudice  any  otlier  plantation,  pro- 
-*  ;de|<  they  coniinued  under  the  government  of  Massachusetts.  A 
fmnhf  L()iu\\i'u,n  ivas  annexed  to  the  leave  given  to  the  other 
U}\.\us.  In  Jhe  latter  part  of  the  year  1635,  the  Dorchester  people, 
\\nU  their  ininibier,  Mr.  W'areham,  came  to  Mattaneaug,  at  first 
called  Don  hL'>ier,  and  afterwards  Windsor.  Those  from  New- 
f«>wn.  or  C;)nd*ritl-:e,  came  to  Suckiang,  called  by  them  Newton, 
and  >inre  Hartlurd  ;  those  f,om  Waleriovvn,  to  Pauquiaaug,  called 
)Vy}erto'.vn,  now  U'etherbfield. 

In  the  sr.me  year,  Mr.  Pynchon,  Henry  Smith,  Jehu  Burr,  and 
IxroUbly,  some  others,  came  to  this  place,  called  by  the  Indians 
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Aggawam,  and  began  to  build  a  house,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  on  tlie  Aggawam,  in  the  meadow,  caileci  fiom  tlinr  fact, 
Hoiisenieadow."  The  Indians,  seeing  this,  and  beins:  pcrfecily 
friendly,  informeci  xhem  liiat  the  house  would  be  exposed  to  Ujq 
flood,  and  they  ahandoned  it,  nnij  cauie  and  built  a  house  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  ;  probably,  on  tlie  lot  atierwards  owned  by 
3Mr.  Pynchon,  and  stiil  possessed  by  his  descendants,  it  is  supposed 
they  returned  to  Rox!)ury  in  the  lall.  IMr.  Pynchon,  at  tne  spring 
election  after,  was  chosen  a  ma2;istrate,  as  he  '  had  been  years  be- 
fore ;  but  it  is  noted  on  the  record,  that  he  was  absent  at  tiie  time 
of  election. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1636,  IMr.  Pynchon,  with  a  number  of 
Other  persons,  with  their  families,  removed  Iroin  lli-xbury,  and 
came  to  this  place.  How  long  they  were  on  the  jonrtiey,  or  in 
what  course  ihey  came,  is  now  unknown.  It  is  mentioned  that 
some  tfiat  went  from  Hartford,  in  the  winter  bt:f<)re,  were  ten  days 
in  getting  to  Boston.  It  is  not  easy  for  those  wiio  dwell  at  ease, 
and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  civilized  society,  and  tlie  various  do- 
mestic comforts  which  we  jiossess,  to  conceive  of  ti)e  diflicullies, 
perplexities,  and  distresses,  attending  a  new  settlement,  among 
Lordes  of  savages  and  wild  beasts,  at  a  distance  of  a  hundred 
miles  from  civilized  society,  and  a  wilderness,  interspersed  with 
mountains,  rivers,  ponds,  and  marshes,  intervening  It  is  rare  that 
new  solders  go  a  great  distance  witiiout  having  soniething  of  a  road 
by  land  or  water.  It  is  not  common  that  they  put  themselves  so 
far  from  neighbours.  Ordinarily  they  continue  under  the  protec- 
tion of  a  government  able  and  uiiling  lo  repel  aggression  and  re- 
dress their  wrongs. 

When  Mr.  Pynchon,  and  tljose  who  accompanied  him,  came 
here,  they  made  an  agreement,  tlie  oi  iginal  of  which  is  in  the  first 
book  of  records  of  the  town,  subscribed  by  them.  Jt  is  dated  May 
14,  1636,  and  consists  of  fifteen  ai'iicles.  The  first  of  which  pro- 
vides for  the  settlement  of  a  minister.  The  second  limits  the 
number  of  families  to  forty,  and  not  to  exceed  fifty.  The  other 
articles  provide  for  the  rule  and  mode  of  division,  and  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  seiilemeni.f  This  agreement  has  the  signa- 
ture of  only  eight  persons,  though  there  is  internal  evidence  iliat 
there  were  twelve  concerned.  The  names  of  those  who  subscrib- 
ed it  are,  William  Pynchon,  Matthew  Mitchell,  Henry  Smith,  Je- 
hu Burr,  William  Blake,  .^Fdmund  Wood.  Th.onias  UjFord,  and 
John  Cabell.  Jehu  Burr  and  'i'h.oajas  Utibrd,  did  not  write,  but 
made  their  mark.    The  ctlicr  four  who  v.ere  united  with  lliena 
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were,  Thomas  Woodford,  John  Reader,  Samuel  Butterfieid,  aiiu 
James  Wood.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  not  one  of  the  first: 
adventurers  died  here  ;  and,  I  believe,  none  but  IVIr.  Pynchon 
left^descendants  here.  Several  of  them  gave  up  their  allotments 
to  the  company.  Tliis  was  the  case  with  Biake,  Ufirn-d,  xMitch- 
ell,  the  two  Woo  Is,  Reader,  and  Butterfieid.  Burr  remained 
here  two  or  three  years,  and  then  removed  into  Connecticut,  Ca- 
bell, in  1641,  sold  his  lot  to  the  town.  IMr.  Pynchon,  in  1652^ 
and  Smith,  in  1653,  u-ent  to  En^iland,  and  died  tnere.*  All,  ex- 
cept Pynchon,  Smith,  and  Cabell,  gave  up  their  interest,  and  it 
was  afterwards  granted  to  other  persons.  The  first  allotment  was 
so  different  from  the  actual  settlement,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  trace 
it. 

It  was  of  the  first  importance,  situated  as  the  early  planters  were, 
to  prevent  persons  deserting  the  undertaking,  while  in  its  infant 
state,  to  guard  against  the  admission  of  improper  associates,  and 
to  prevent  the  property  from  accumulatlns;  in  two  or  three  hands. 
They,  therefore,  ordered,  in  January,  16.33-9,  that  a  person  who 
had  a  lot,  should  not  sell  to  one  who  was  already  provided.  When 
a  person  was  desirous  of  removing,  he  was  bound  to  give  the 
plantation  notice  ;  and  if  they  disallowed  the  sale  he  was  about 
to  make,  the  plantation  was  to  take  the  lot,  if  they  chose,  at  an 
appraisement.  If  no  measures  were  taken  afier  10  days  notice, 
the  first  bargain  might  proceed.  In  making  the  actual  settlement, 
the  following  was  the  most  general  course  :  to  allow  each  inhabi- 
tant a  house  lot  on  the  west  side  of  what  is  now  called  Main  street, 
eight  rods  wide,  from  tlie  street  to  the  river  ;  a  like  width  in  the 
meadow,  in  front  of  his  house,  to  the  foot  of  the  hiil ;  and  a  wood 
lot  of  the  same  breadth,  extending,  at  firsts  eighty,  and  afterwards, 
an  hundred  rods,  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  hill  ;  and,  when  practi- 
cable, an  allotment  in  the  interval  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  of 
the  same  wddth,  as  near  as  might  be  directly  against  his  lot.  This 
was  the  ordinary  course  ;  there  were  a  few  instances  where  the 
lots  were  wider  ;  but,  I  believe,  only  one  narrower.f 

The  original  limitation  to  fifty  families,  may  seem  strange  and 
extraordinary  to  us,  at  this  day.  But  it  is  apparent  that  those 
who  made  that  agreement  contemplated,  at  first,  having  their 
house  lots  all  on  the  west  side  of  the  street,  within  the  compass  of 
two  miles.  When  this  limitation  was  made,  the  house  lots  were 
to  be  much  wider  dian  they  afterwards  established  them.  The 
marsh,  or  meadow,  on  the  east  side  of  the  street  was  considered 
unfit  for  building  ;  and  the  upland  east  of  it,  was  reserved  for 
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wood  lots.  But  the  manner  of  cnhivation  is  also  to  be  considered  ; 
it  was  very  dilferent  from  that  of  the  present  day.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent, from  the  early  history,  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  and 
inconvenient  for  any  considerable  number  to  gain  a  subsistance 
together.  They  liad  very  strong  inducements,  not  only  for  their 
mutual  accommodation,  but  more  than  that,  for  their  self-defence 
and  self  preservation,  to  keep  in  compact  settlements*  Yet,  nei- 
ther their  fenrs,  nor  pubhc  prohibitions,  could  prevent  their  wan- 
dering and  scattering  ihernselves  abroad.  It  may  be  stated,  with 
truth,  that  to  some,  a  roving,  unsettled  disposition,  was  a  sufficient 
cause  for  wishing  to  remove.  Tliis,  however,  could  not  generally 
be  the  case.  The  manner  of  cultivation  gives  the  only  and  full 
solution  of  the  diflicuhy.  They  generally  had  their  farms  in  com- 
mon. Partition  fences  were  a  work  of  much  labor  and  time.  It 
is  apparent,  from  the  places  selected  for  the  first  settlement,  that 
the  principal  dependence  was  upon  the  intervals  and  cleared  lands. 
They  took  only  the  natural  grass  for  their  cattle,  and  the  land 
which  WuS  clear  of  timber,  for  their  planting  grounds.  To  fell  the 
forests,  and  clear  land  for  a  crop  of  wheat  or  corn,  was  a  work  of 
much  labor,  and  one  to  whicli  they  had  been  but  rarely  accustomed 
before  their  emigration.  Potatoes,  which  now  afford  so  much  aid 
in  a  new  settlement,  were  then  unknown.  Tradition  has  always 
represented  the  house  lots  as  originally  a  birch  plain.  The  above 
considerations  unquestionably  operated  upon  the  first  associates  at 
this  place. 

When  the  settlement  was  made  here,  there  were  no  white  in- 
habitants on  the  east  side  of  the  river  nearer,  in  any  course  in 
which  they  would  travel,  than  Wateriown.  A  settlement  had,  in- 
deed, been  begun  at  Concord,  a  short  time  before.  On  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  the  only  settlements  were  those  towns  which  b^d 
been  commenced  the  year  before.  These  places,  at  first,  bore  the 
names  of  the  towns  which  they  respectively  left. 

The  first  settlers  came,  indeed,  as  did  all  the  other  plantations, 
under  the  license,  and  the  professed  authority  and  protection  of 
Massachusetts  ;  but  they  were  so  separated  from  the  towns  on 
the  Bay,  as  to  be  obliged,  principally,  to  rely  on  thesmelves.  Ag- 

.wam  was  at  first  united  with  the  other  towns  below,  on  the  river, 
-  ■  no  distinction  had  been  made  in  the  license  to  remove  ;  all  be- 
subject  to  the  same  restriction. 

The  license,  in  one  instance,  mentions  towns,  and  in  others 
plantations  on  Connecticut  river.  A  joint  commission  for  their 
government,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  was  made,  containing  reg- 
ulations as  to  the  mode  of  administering  justice.  In  tiiis  commis- 
sion there  was  a  saving  of  the  rights  of  those  who  had  just  obtain- 
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cd  the  patent  of  Connecticut.*  It  appears  by  the  Connecticut  re-- 
cord,  that  under  tliis  order,  at  a  court  holden  at  Newton  [Hartford] 
Nov.  1636,  M\\  Pynchon  was  present,  with  the  other  magistrates. 
In  the  year  1637,  Mr  Pynchon  was  a^ain  appointed,  with  Mr. 
Ludlow,  and  others.  In  1633,  it  is  stated  on  the  town  record, 
*'that  there  whs  a  free  choice  according  to  the  order  from  iMr. 
Ludlow,  by  tlie  plantation,  of  two  conimiitys  for  the  general  court, 
to  be  holden  at  Hartford,  April  4,  163S,  and  the  partys  chosen 
are  Mr.  George  Moxon  and  Jehu  Burr."  And  it  appears  that 
both  Pynchon  and  Burr  attended. 

Aggawam  was  also  assessed  with  the  towns  in  Connecticut,  to 
furnish  its  quota  of  troops,  and  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  expense  of 
the  Pequot  war.  The  number  of  men  required  of  them,  was 
seven,  and  the  amount  of  tax  they  were  to  pay,  was  £86.  16s. 
sterling,  the  whole  being  £o50.  Dr.  Trumbull,  in  his  history  of 
Connecticut,  observes  that  this  place  did  not  furnish  the  troops, 
but  paid  the  assessment.  1  should  have  come  to  a  different  con- 
clusion, were  it  not  for  his  authority.  1  find  no  evidence  of  any 
payment  or  assessment,  on  our  records  ;  and  the  Pynchon  minute 
book  gives  no  hint  respecting  either  troops  or  money  for  that  pur- 
pose. When  the  leave  was  given  to  come  here,  the  General 
Court  loaned  to  the  adventurers,  certain  military  stores  and  am- 
munition, to  be  furnished  by  the  towns  of  Watertown,  Dorchester 
and  Roxbury.f 

This  place  did  not  long  continue  united  with  the  other  towns 
en  the  river.  The  three  towns  fornjed  a  voluntary  constitution, 
in  February,  1639,  in  which  no  mention  is  made  of  Aggawam. 
The  inhabitants  of  Aggawam  believing  thetuseives  to  be  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,  Feb.  14,  1638,  came  into  a  voluntary 
agreement,  and  appointed  William  Pynchon,  Esq.  a  magistrate, 
with  extensive  powers,  and  directed  the  proper  course  of  proceed- 
ing, till  they  should  receive  orders  rro(n  Massachusetts.  This 
regulation,  most  clearly  shews  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  the 
people  ;  and  is  as  pure  a  specimen  of  democratic  legislation,  as 
is  exlant.J  It  has  been  suggested  that  Mr.  Pynchon  was  dissatis- 
fied with  some  proceedings  at  Hartford,  in  which  he  was  person- 
ally concerned,  and  that  he  joined  with  Massachusetts  on  tiiat  ac- 
count. I  find  no  evidence  of  this  ;  but  I  do  find  that  the  south 
line  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  had  been  run,  and  it  was  then 
supposed  to  be  ascertained  that  the  line  passed  between  Spring- 
field and  Windsor.  From  the  time  of  making  the  last  mentioned 
order,  Springfield  continued  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachu- 
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setts,  and  sent  deputies  to  the  General  Court,  as  the  other  towns 
did. 

The  original  name  of  the  place  was  Aggawam,  or,  as  our  an- 
cestors sometimes  wrote  it,  Agaan.  There  were  several  other 
places  in  the  state  which  had  the  same  Indian  name.  The  most 
famous  was  Ipswich  ;  and  there  were  two  in  Plymouth  colony. 
The  precise  signification  of  it,  I  know  n©t ;  hut  finding  that  places 
bearing  this  name,  are  meadovvs,  with  a  small  river  running  through 
them,  near  to  which  they  unite  with  larger  waters,  I  am  induced 
to  conjecture  it  is  indicative  of  its  local  situation.  The  name  was 
changed  from  Aggawam  to  Springfield,  by  vote  of  the  town,  in 
general  meeting,  Apr-ii  14,  1640.  Hubbard,  in  his  general  histo- 
ry, states,  that  the  name  was  given  out  of  regard  to  Mr.  Pynchon, 
who  had  his  mansion  in  a  town  of  that  name,  near  Chelmsford,  in 
Essex,  before  he  came  to  this  country.  Whatever  be  the  origin, 
it  is  peculiarly  appropriate.  It  is  very  rare  that  a  place  so  abund- 
antly v/atered  with  rivers,  brooks,  streams  and  springs,  can  be 
found.*  The  first  appearance  of  the  name  upon  the  records  of 
the  General  Court,  is  in  1641  ;  before  that  it  is  spoken  of  as  Ag- 
gawam.  That  name  often  occurs  in  the  records  of  1638,  39,  and 
40  ;  afterwards  it  was  always  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Springfield,  and  no  other. 

Much  uncertainty  has  existed  as  to  the  date  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  town.  When  the  Massachusetts  Registers  were  first  pub- 
h'shed,  it  was  stated  as  1635,  or  1645,  leaving  it  uncertain  which 
was  the  true  time.  This  was  continued  for  several  years.  At 
length  the  latter  date  was  exclusively  fixed  upon  as  if  it  had  been 
discovered  that  the  town  was  incorporated  in  1645  ;  and  for  sev- 
eral years,  that  date  has  been  generally  adopted.  I  have  repeat- 
edly examined  the  public  records  of  that  period,  with  attention 
and. care,  and  have  not  been  able  to  discover  a  single  fact  occur- 
ring in  1645,  which  should  induce  the  selection  of  that  year,  in 
preference  to  any  other  in  that  century.  That  such  a  mistake 
should  occur,  will  not  be  thought  very  strange  ;  for  so  far  as  I 
can  find,  there  is  not  in  print,  any  where,  the  incorporation  of  the 
most  ancient  towns.  This  is  to  the  disgrace  of  the  state.  It  has 
long  been  a  complaint,  that  our  ancient  laws  can  hardh'  be  found. 
Some  of  the  general  acts  have,  indeed,  been  repeatedly  publish- 
ed ;  but  many  others  were  never  printed.  The  record  of  incor- 
poration of  the  oldest  towns,  is  exu-emely  laconic.  For  example, 
it  was  "ordered  that  Aggawam  shall  be  called  Ipswich."  "Tri- 
raountain  is  made  a  town  by  the  name  of  Boston.''  "Wessacus- 
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-aons  shall  be  a  town  by  the  name  of  Newbury  and  pereoas 
were  app.'>inte(l  to  set  out  the  bounils. 

No  regular  act  of  incorporation,  as  they  are  now  made,  was  giv^- 
en  to  any  of  the  towns,  till  long  after  the  time  of  which  we  are 
now  speaking,  if  any  ever  passed  during  the  existence  of  the  co' 
lonial  government  In  regard  to  Springfield,  no  such  transaction 
of  tlie  General  Court  can  be  found,  as,  according  to  the  practice 
of  that  day,  could  be  called  an  incorporation.  After  searching 
thorouglily,  in  ^Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  town  never  was  incorporated.  The  settle- 
ment, for  two  or  three  years,  united  with  the  other  towns  in  Con- 
necticut, and  sent  deputies  to  the  (General  Court.  But  it  is  styled 
in  the  Connecticut  records,  ifie  plantation  ol  Aggauam.  If  the 
general  license,  orignially  given  to  reniove  to  the  river  and  form 
settlements,  called  indiscritninately  towns  and  phmtations,  and  the 
authority  given  for  their  government,  in  which  was  included  a  di- 
rection as  to  the  choice  of  constables,  and  presnibing  their  duty 
as  town  officers,  can  be  deemed  an  act  of  incorporation,  it  ought  to 
bear  the  date  of  the  commission  then  given  ;  but  a  license  to  settle 
any  where  on  the  river,  can  hardly  be  called  an  incorporation  of 
-a  particular  town  or  place. 

It  is  probable  that  when  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  was 
renounced,  and  application  made  to  Massachusetts  for  direction,  it 
was  made  by  the  name  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  during  the  year 
1640  ;  and  that  its  not  having  been  made  a  town  by  the  General 
Court,  was  not  adverted  to  at  the  time.  Very  soon  after,  it  was 
recognized  as  a  town,  sent  deputies  to  the  General  Court,  and 
conducted,  and  was  treated,  in  all  respects,  as  a  town.  The  set- 
tlement was  begun  in  1G36,  and  the  place  is  recognized  by  the 
name  of  Springfield,  by  the  General  Court,  in  1641.  In  1647, 
additions  were  made  to  the  town  of  Springfield.  Were  1  to  fix 
the  dale,  it  would  be  1641  ;  as  from  that  time  it  was  recognized 
by  the  name  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  by  the  Legislature,  The 
mere  vote  as  to  the  name,  in  1610,  ought  not  to  aiiect  this  ques- 
tion. 

The  limits  of  the  town  were  not  originally  better  defined,  thai  ' 
the  date  of  incorporation.    The  earliest  notice  I  find  on  this  sub 
ject,  is  an  order  of  tlie  plantation,  bearing  date  January  3,  1635 
appointing  six  men  to  set  out  the  bounds  of  the  plantation,  on  botu 
sides  of  the  river,  and  to  mark  the  trees  for  the  clearing  of  it.  It 
may  here  be  observed,  once  for  all,  that  the  dates  in  our  ancient 
records  begin  the  year  the  22d  of  IMarcIi.    January,  February, 
and  the  former  part  of  March,  are  reckoned  in  the  preceding  year. 
Sometimes,  instead  of  the  heathen  names  of  the  months,  they  reck- 
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dn  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  so  on.  In  this  case,  they  begin  -u-ith  April  a4- 
the  first.  Counting  the  time  by  this  rule,  the  order  was  Jaruiaryj 
J 639,  as  we  reckon  ;  and  a  return  was  made,  desKribing  t!ie 
boundaries  as  follows  :  "We  have  laid  out  the  boundaries  of  the? 
plantation  up  the  river,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  the 
bounds  are  at  a  brook  abovf,  the  great  meadow,  which  is  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  above  ye  mouth  ofChicopee  river.  The  brook 
in  the  long  liiearlow,  at  the  lower  end.  is  the  bounds  southward, 
and  the  brook  a  little  below,  on  the  other  side, — and  the  bounds 
that  is  set  for  gathering  candlewood  into  the  woods."  The  dis- 
tance east  and  west,  is  not  mentioned  in  tliis  order,  or  return  ;  but 
the  town  claimed  and  exercised  ju  risdiction  to  the  extent  of  five 
or  six  miles  t'roni  tiie  river.  There  is  nothing  on  the  recoids 
of  the  General  Court,  for  the  first  ten  years,  as  lo  the  bounds  of 
the  town,  though  it  is  frequently  mentioned  as  a  town  within  lh« 
colony  limits. 

In  the  year  1647,  the  town  petitioned  to  have  the  land  at  Fresh- 
water, (now  Enfield,)  granted  to  iheui,  and  also  to  have  Woronoco, 
(now  VVestfield  )  And  in  that  year  the  bounds  of  the  town  were 
greatly  enlarged.  It  was  ordered  by  tlie  General  Court,  in  JNiarch, 
1647,  that  all  the  land  east  of  Coimecticut  river,  from  the  (oivti  of 
Springfield,  down  to  the  warehouse,  which  they  built  there,  and 
twenty  poles  below  the  warehouse,  should,  for  the  present,  belong 
to  the  town  of  Springfield.  The  warehouse  was  at  Warehouse- 
point,  at  a  house  occupied  by  John  Bissell,  nearly  in  the  north  line 
of  Windsor.  It  was  meant  to  include  all  the  land  within  this  col- 
ony, according  to  the  measuring  of  Woodward  and  Saffery.  Over 
this  territory,  Massachusetts  claimed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  for. 
a  century  from  that  date.  The  eastern  boundary  of  that  tract  was 
also  lelt  wholly  unt:lefined. 

In  the  autujnn  of  the  same  year,  another  annexation  was  made 
of  a  very  valuable  tract  of  land,  called  W^oronoco,  including  part 
of  the  towns  of  SufBeld,  Wcstfield,  and  Southwick.  "October  i27, 
1647,  Woronoco  upon  Connecticut  river,  within  the  jnrisfliction  of 
Massachusetts,  is  ordered  to  be,  and  reputed  to  be,  a  part  of  the 
town  of  Springfield,  and  liable  to  pay  cliarges  there,  as  others  of 
the  same  town,  till  erectina:  another  plantation,  it  shall  be  annexed 
thereto."  By  a  subsequent  order,  Springfield  was  to  adjoin 
Northampton  and  Hadley,  and  to  extend  eastward  to  the  foot  of 
the  .mountains ;  which  meant  the  eastern  base  of  the  first  moun- 
tains. 

This  territory  included  the  towns  of  Wcstfield,  SufHeld,  and  a 
great  part  of  Southwick,  and  the  whole  of  West  Springfield,  on 
fli«  w«st  side  ol  the  river,  and  the  towns  of  Springfield,  Enfield, 
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Somers,  Wilbraham,  Ludlow  and  Longmeadow,  on  the  east  ;  and 
contained,  according  to  tlie  last  census,  a  population  of  21,531,  and 
a  territory  nearly  25  miles  square.  The  most  of  it  was  at  tiiat 
time,  in  a  wilderness  state.  One  or  more  early  establishments 
had  been  made  at  Woronoco.  This  was  an  important  post  for 
the  beaver  trade  with  the  Indians.  It  was  claimed  both  by  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts.  I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  both  had 
trading  houses  diere.  The  progressive  settlement  and  divisioi 
of  this  territory  into  towns  and  parishes,  I  shall  notice  hereafter. 

One  leading  object  of  the  first  se'iilers,  in  coming  to  this  placC; 
was,  that  they  might  have  a  settled  minister,  and  unite  in  a  church. 
BIr.  Pynchon  left  his  minister,  I\Ir.  Eliott,  at  Roxbury,  and  the 
towns  in  Connecticut  brought  ministers  with  them.  But  in  a 
short  time  after  he  came,  a  minister  was  setded  here,  and  a  church 
gathered.  The  Rev.  George  jMoxou,  was  probably  setUed  in  the 
year  1637.  He  was  in  that  year  made  a  freeman,  at  Boston,  and 
in  April,  I63S,  was  appointed  a  deputy,  by  this  town,  to  go  to 
Hartford.  When  he  carne  from  England,  is  not  known.  There 
are  no  early  church  records  extant ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  a  church  was  gathered  at  the  time  of  his  coming  here, 
Mr.  Pynchon,  and  several  odicrs  who  v/ere  here  then,  were  church 
members,  and  persons  eminent  for  piety,  and  professedly  designed 
to  organize  a  church,  without  delay.  The  fornjaiion  ot  the  church 
has  been,  by  some  writers,  I  know  not  upon  what  authority,  post- 
poned to  the  year  1645,  as  the  time  of  incorporation  of  the 
town  was.  This  church  was  probably  the  fourteenth  in  Massa- 
chusetts *  After  Mr.  Moxon  left  Springfield,  there  was  an  inter- 
val of  nearly  nine  years,  in  which  they  had  not  a  settled  minister. 
During  that  time,  they  had  several  preachers,  who  stayed  some 
time.  With  that  exception,  there  have  been,  with  very  short  in- 
terruptions, one  or  more  settled  ministers  ever  since  Mr.  Moxon 
came  here. 

In  the  year  1639,  a  house  for  Mr.  Moxon  was  built,  by  a  volim- 
tary  assessment.  The  house  was  35  by  15  feet,  with  a  porch  and 
a  study  in  it.  The  roof  wr.s  thatched,  and  the  cellar  planked,  in- 
stead of  stone  wall.  iMr.  ^foxon  had  a  grant  of  a  house  lot  and 
other  lands,  as  the  otlier  iniiabitants  had.  His  hohielct  was  four- 
teen rods,  instead  of  eight.  Jn  the  year  1645,  a  contract  was 
mide  by  the  tov*n,  with  Thomas  Cooper,  to  b\iild  a  meetinghouse. 
The  house  was  to  be  10  feet  long  and  25  vv'ide  ;  to  be  9  feet  be- 
tween joists,  to  be  double  studded,  four  large  windows,  two  on 
each  side,  and  one  smaller  one  at  each  end  ;  one  large  door  at 
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ihe  south  side,  and  two  smaller  doors  ;  to  have  joists  for  a  floor 
above,  to  be  untlerjiinned  with  stone  ;  to  shingle  the  roof,  with  two 
turrets,  one  for  a  bell,  the  other  for  a  watch-house  :  for  w  liich  he 
was  to  be  paid  fourscore  pounds  [to'  be  paid]  in  wlieat,  peas, 
pork,  ivampum,  debts  and  labor.  Each  inhabitant  was  to  furnish 
twenty  days  work  iu  all.  The  meetinghouse  v/as  placed  a  rod  or 
two  northwest  of  the  place  where  the  store  of  Daniel  Lombard 
lOw  stands,  and  fronting  to  the  soutli.  A  road,  one  rod  wide, 
)assed  on  the  south  side  of  it,  to  the  training  field,  or  burying 
'.;rouDd.  It  is  probable  this  w^as  then  the  only  house  here  widi  a 
shingled  roof,  or  stone  underpinning.  A  chamber  floor  was  laid, 
and  the  chamber  occupied  for  a  store,  by  John  Pynchon  and  oth- 
ers ;  but  it  seems,  afterwards  the  floor  was  removed  and  a  gallery 
made.  Mr.  IMoxon's  salary  was  at  first  forty  pounds  sterling,  and 
paid  by  an  annual  tax. 

As  Springfield  was  on  the  borders  ot"  Connecticut,  and  for  many 
years  the  only  town  bordering  on  that  colony,  and  had  once  united 
with  them,  it  was  frequently  claimed  to  belong  there.  There  was, 
however,  a  more  violent  contest  as  to  Woronoco.  iMr.  Fenwick, 
the  governor  of  Saybrook.  had  established  a  trading  house,  and 
claimed  it  as  within  die  patent  of  Connecticut.  This,  probably, 
embraced  part  of  Southwick  and  Suflield,  as  well  as  AVestfieid.  in 
making  the  grant  to  Springfield,  it  is  called  Woronoco  upon  Con- 
nectickt  river.  The  controversy  with  I\lr.  Fenwick  was  carried 
on  for  several  years.  But  as  afTecting  Springfield,  there  arose  a 
more  serious  and  bitter  controversy. 

The  patentees  of  the  charter  of  Connecticut  had,  about  the 
time  of  the  first  settlement  on  the  river,  commenced  a  fort  at  Say- 
brook  point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  They  appointed  Jolin 
Wintlirop,  Jr.  son  of  the  first  g;overnor,  their  comniander,  and 
vested  him  with  authority  over  the  river.  He  claimed  a  toll  from 
all  passengers  to  aid  in  supporting  the  fort.  Tiiis  was  exacted^ 
not  only  from  foreigners,  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  on  the 
river.  The  towns  below,  sensible  that  they  had  settled  on  the 
Jands  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fort,  and  were  liable  to  be  ousted  by 
:hem,  did  not  controvert  the  payment.  The  inhabitants  of 
Springfield,  strenuously  resisted  payment  ;  and  when  it  was  at- 
empted  to  be  enforced,  they  determined  to  have  tiie  full  benefit 
of  this  great  natural  highway,  and  appealed  to  the  General  Court 
for  assistance  and  protection.  The  General  Court  resolved  that 
they  were  not  bound  to  pay  toll.  The  people  in  Connecticut,  on 
the  river,  afterwards  agreed  to  purchase  the  fort  and  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  river,  and  also  the  claim  against  Springfield  for  the  toll 
which  had  accrued  before  the  purcliase.     The  Saybrook  gov- 
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ernmerjt  hncl  snbsis<e(^  intlcpcndent  of  that  on  the  river,  lor  ncariy 
ten  years,  when  ihi>  purclia'^c  uas  matle,  which  was  December  5, 
1644.  The  covoinment  of  Conneclicut  claimed  the  toll  which 
had  accrued.  This  occasioned  as  great  and  famous  a  controversy 
between  IMassaclutsetis  and  Connecticut,  as  almost  any  in  their 
history.  It  was  long;  a2:iiated  before  the  commissioners  of  the 
united  colonies.  I'he  nrg;nmen{s  on  botli  sides  were  learned  and 
powerful.  Not  only  the  two  colonies,  but  the  whole  four  united 
colonies  were  finally  engaged  in  the  quarrel.  The  commissioners 
determined  it  was  reasonable  that  Springfield  should  pay  j  but 
they  resolved  never  to  yie'd. 

In  order  to  test  the  principle  of  this  decision,  the  General  Court 
of  iMassachuseits  ordered  that  all  vessels  belonging  to  the  other 
colonies,  should  pay  a  certain  toll  upon  entering  the  harbor  of 
Boston.  This  was  greatly  resented,  and  seemed  likely  to  break 
up  the  confederacy  of  the  colonies.  i\iore  urgent  common  danger 
induced  all  parties  to  suspend  their  controversy,  v.'hich,  I  believe,  , 
was  never  resumed.  The  conduct  of  Massachusetts  has  been 
very  severely  blamed,  by  Connecticut  historians,  and  is  si)oken  ol 
\\'ith  more  disapprobation  by  Hutchinson,  than  I  think  it  deserves. 
As  to  the  right  to  the  claim,  it  rests  upon  the  same  ground  with 
that  of  Connecticut.  Both  of  tiiem  were  probably  very  impolitic 5 
but  both  must  stand  or  lali  together. 

The  town  increased  rapidly,  and  the  settlements  extended  in  all 
directions,  til!  an  event  took  place  which  seemed  likely  greatly  to 
check,  if  not  to  destroy  it.  Mr.  Pynchon  had  been  employed  in 
all  public  concerns,  and  had  heen  a  magistrate  from  1636  to  1650, 
including  the  two  or  three  years  when  ilie  town  was  united  with 
Connecticut.  In  the  year  1660,  he  fell  under  the  censure  of  the 
General  Court,  for  iiaving  publislicd  a  book,  not  in  accordance 
with  their  sentiments,  in  some  of  its  ihcological  opinions,  in  regard 
to  the  alor.ement.  He  was  leit  out  of  the  magistracy,  and  cited 
belbre  them,  aiid  laid  under  heavy  bonds.  The  next  year,  Mr. . 
Pynchon,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  General  Court,  retracted  his 
sentiments.  The  censure  of  him  was  suspended,  but  he  was  so 
much  dissatisfied  that  ho  went  to  England,  and  i\Ir.  Moxon  went 
with  him.  \Mieilier  he  approved  ^Ir.  Pynchon's  book,  is  not 
known,  Mr.  Pynciion  did  not  take  his  iamilv,  but  Mr.  iMoxon  did, 
I^either  of  xhem  returned  Henry  Smith,  Mr.  Pynchon's  son  in 
law,  remained  here  a  year,  and  then  sold  his  property,  and,  with 
his  family,  removed  to  England,  and  remained  there  till  he  died.  . 

Mr.  Pynchon  was  a  man  of  distinction,  of  eminent  piety,  and 
respectable  talents.  He  appears  to  have  had  the  confidence  of 
the  town  while  he  remained.    Henry  Smith  was  a  man  of  «duGa- 
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Aion,  and  was  appointed  a  magistrate  when  Mr.  Pynchon  was  left 
out.  He  was  a  good  penman,  and  much  employed  in  the  atiuirs 
of  the  town."^' 

The  loss  of  three  such  men  could  not  but  have  been  severely 
felt.  But  the  absence  of  i\fr.  Pynchon  was  made  up  in  his  son,. 
John  Pynchon,  v.  ho  remained  here.  He  was  a  man  of  uncommon 
talents,  and  admirably  adn[)ted  to  his  situation.  To  mention  no 
others,  Deacon  Samuel  Chapin,  and  Elizur  Holyoke,  v/ere  well 
qualified  for  public  business,  and  much  employed  in  it. 

The  subject  of  the  title  to  the  land  within  the  town,  is  one  that 
^ught  not  to  be  passed  over.  So  far  as  the  General  Court  could 
give  a  title,  1  think  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  it  has  been  done. 
In  the  establishment  of  ilie  most  ancient  towns,  th.ere  was  no  ex- 
'press  grant  of  the  right  of  soil.  It  seenjs  to  have  been  implied  in 
the  autliority  to  be  a  town.  By  the  colony  laws  of  1636,  it  was 
•provided,  that  the  freemen  of  every  town,  with  such  others  as  are 
allowed,  shall  liave  power  to  dispose  of  their  own  lands  and  woods, 
and  to  grant  lots.  The  acts  and  doings  of  the  General  Court, 
having  made  this  a  town,  gave  the  right  to  dispose  of  the  land 
within  it.  The  law  provided  that  a  record  of  such  grants,  and  the 
-bounds  of  each  man's  lot  should  be  made,  and  a  transcript  of  it 
sent  to  the  General  Court.  In  regard  to  Springfield,  a  special  or- 
der was  made  of  this  import. 

The  general  right  of  civilized  man  to  appropriate  to  his  use,  a 
jpzvt  of  the  land  claimed  by  those  who  roam  the  Ibrest  in  a  savage 
state,  I  cannot  here  discuss  ;  and  I  feel  that,  in  the  present  case, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  observations  on  the  subject.  The  greater 
part  of  the  land  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  extensive  as  they 
were,  was  obtained  by  fair  purchase  from  the  Indians.  There  are 
several  deeds  on  record.  They  were  made  to  agents,  in  behalf 
■of  the  town.  The  names  of  the  grantors  I  shall  not  undertake  to 
give.  The  first  deed  is  dated  July  15,  1636,  though  a  bargain 
had  been  made  before.  This  was  Accomsiek,  and  all  the  ground 
on  the  side  of  Aggawam,  except  the  ground  then  planted  by  the 
Indians;  and  also,  all  the  ground  on  the  east  side  of  Quineaticott 
river,  called  Usrpiaiok  Nayassett,  reaching  about  four  or  five  miles 
in  length,  from  the  north  end  of  Massacksick,  up  to  Chickuppe 
river,  and  also,  ^lassacksick  and  grounds  adjoining,  reserving  the 
ground  then  planted,  and  liberty  to  take  fish  and  deer,  ground 
nuts  and  acorns,  and  a  kind  of  v.ild  peas.f  The  second  deed  is 
dated  April  14,  1652,  and  conveys  the  land  below  Longmeadow, 
<!ying  on  Freshwater,  at  Enfield.    A  third  deed  was  inade  Jun« 
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20,  1G66,  of  the  right  of  t'nose  who  ga\  e  it,  to  the  land  at  Aggawam 
and  Quana  ;  and  also,  the  Jiigher  meadow  and  uplands,  fiom  the 
mouth  of  Aggawani  river,  up  to  the  ponds  west  of  it ;  and  all  the 
}and  into  the  woods,  wiiere  Ensign  Cooper  and  Samuel  Marsh- 
field  had  a  meadovv.  The  fourth  deed,  made  in  the  year  1674, 
was  considerably  more  extensive.  It  contains,  in  the  first  place, 
a  confirmation  of  the  other  deeds,  from  Longmeadow  to  Chico- 
pee,  as  far  east  as  the  five  mile  pond,  "v/hich  lyes  by  the  hay 
path."  The  south  bounds  of  the  tract  sold  by  said  fourth  deed, 
is  "the  riveret  called  Freshwater,  on  Asmentuck,  including  the 
meadows  thereon,  to  its  head,  and  thence  eastward  to  the  riveret 
called  Scantick,  up  to  the  place  where  it  comes  down  from  the 
mountains,  and  including  the  meadows  on  both  sides  of  Scantick. 
The  foot  of  the  mountains  is  the  eastern  boundary — northerly  the 
Chickuppe  river,  and  west  the  land  first  sold."  Afterwards, 
March  16,  16S0,  a  deed  was  made  of  the  residue  of  Enfield,  down 
to  Saltonstall's  brook,  and  ;o  extend  east  eight  miles.  A  deed 
was  likewise  made  of  Woronoke,  June  3,  1G69.  Another  deed 
was  made  of  Suffield.  Through  the  agency  of  John  Pynchon, 
Esq.  like  purchases  were  made  of  Northampton  and  Hadley. 

Some  may  ridicule  the  idea  of  purchasing  of  the  Indians  ;  but 
tliere  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  did  not  understand  what 
was  meant  by  a  sale  of  land.  These  transactions  were  at  different 
periods,  from  1636,  to  16S0.  They  well  understood  what  the 
English  claimed  by  virtue  of  such  sale.  It  appears  that  the  town, 
as  early  as  April  16,  1640,  passed  an  order  to  restrain  the  Indians 
from  breaking  up  any  new  grounds,  or  from  planting  that  which 
was  broken  up  the  year  before  ;  and,  as  to  the  swamps  in  the 
neck,  a  part  of  the  land  first  sold,  that  stakes  should  be  set  up,  so 
that  the  Indians  might  be  restrained  from  extending  themselves 
farther.  Mr.  Moxon,  Henry  Smith,  and  Thomas  Mirrick,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  execute  tlie  order. 

The  Indians  recei\  ed  for  these  purchases,  more  than  what  they 
sold  v/as  worth  to  them.  I  go  farther,  and  agree  with  the  judi- 
cious and  pious  historian  of  Connecticut,  that  our  ancestors  gave 
the  full  value,  and  more  than  the  full  value  of  their  lands.  Who- 
ever is  converi-ant  with  the  hardships,  toils  and  privations  attend- 
ing a  new  settlement  in  the  wilderness,  and  will  take  the  trouble 
to  compute  what  is  expended  and  laid  out  on  and  about  a  settle- 
ment, to  make  land  produce  any  thing — how  much  its  value  de- 
pends on  neighboring  settlements — on  roads,  fences,  and  the  va- 
rious improvements  of  civilized  life — will  inevitably  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  wild  land,  in  a  wilderness,  remote  from  neighbors, 
cannot  be  of  much  value.    Lands  in  our  new  settlements,  are 
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v/orih  but  little  now.  And  yet  their  value  is  very  much  enhanced 
by  rcTerenco  to  other  places  already  cleared  and  settled. 

Tlie  people  here  taxed  tfiemselves  to  pay  for  purchases  of  the 
Indians.  The  lirsl  taicon  record,  except  a  voluntary  one  for  Mr. 
Moxon's  house,  is  one  of  £20  sterling,  to  pay  Mr.  Pynchon,  in 
part,  for  the  Indian  purchase.  This  v/as  ^lay  6,  1644.  Several 
grants  were  made  afterwards,  upon  condition  that  the  grantees 
should  purchase  tlic  Indian  title. 

The  administration  of  justice,  as  long  as  William  Pynchon  re- 
mained here,  was  under  his  direction.  The  first  year  after  he 
came,  he  acted  under  the  general  commission  given  at  the  time 
of  removing  ;  then  for  two  years  under  the  associates  at  Con- 
necticut;  and  for  one  or  tu-o  years  by  the  order  of  the  town,  in 
town  meeting  ;  and  from  1610  to  1650,  under  commissions  given 
from  time  to  tirne  by  the  General  Court.  His  authority  as  a  mag- 
istrate was  extensive  in  civil  and  criminal  cases.  He  ofticiatcd  as 
judge  of  probate,  and  tried  causes.  All  trials  were,  however,  by 
jury.  Tiiej.iry  to  consist  of  six  men,  when  twelve  coidd  not  be 
had.  An  a])j)eal,  upon  giving  bonds,  might  be  had  to  the  court 
at  Boston.  All  capital  trials  were  to  be  at  Boston.  November 
6,  1643,  the  town,  by  vote,  ap[)ointed  tliat  four  courts  should  be 
holden  in  each  year.  The  constable  of  the  tov/n  was  to  execute 
all  processes;  and  while  there  was  no  gaol,  lie  was  to  confme  per- 
sons in  j]is  custody,  by  imprisoning  in  irons.  To  supply  the  want 
of  grand  jurors,  the  town  voted  to  choose  tv»'o  men  ann>jally,  who 
were  to  be  under  oath,  to  present  all  offences  to  the  magistrate, 
and  all  breaches  of  town  or  court  orders.  These  were  called 
presenters. 

The  authority  given  to  the  selectmen  was,  in  some  respects,  dif- 
ferent from  v/hat  they  now  have.  Tiie  following  is  the  copy  of 
the  record  oi'  a  vote,  in  the  hand  writing  of  William  P\  uchon. 
The  hand  is  not  easily  read,  and  perhaps  a  word  or  two  may  be 
mistaken.  '-Sprmgfield.  the  26rh  of  the  7ih  month,  1644. — li  is 
this  day  agreed  by  gent^ral  vote  of  the  towne,  that  i  leiny  Smiti), 
Tho.  Cooper,  Samuel  Chapin,  Richard  Sikes,  and  Henry  Burt, 
shall  iiave  power  to  direct  in  all  die  prudential  alTairs  oi  the  towne, 
to  prevent  any  thing  they  shall  judge  to  be  to  the  damage  of  the 
towne,  and  to  order  any  thing  they  siiall  judge  to  be  for  the  good 
of  the  towne  ;  and  they  or  any  three  oi  the  five  shall  have  hill 
power  for  a  year's  space  :  and  what  they  or  any  three  of  them 
shall  order,  shall  be  of  t'ull  power  and  virtue.  Also  to  hear  cojn- 
plainis^  to  arbitrate  controversies,  to  lay  out  highways,  to  make 
bridges,  repair  highways,  especially  to  order  tiie  making  of  the 
way  over  tlie  muksy  meadow,  to  see  to  the  scouring  of  the  ditches 
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and  to  the  killini:  of  wolves,  and  to  the  training  up  of  the  children 
ill  r  ieir  §  )-;)  1  r.ih'V^,  o:-  i  iy  o' 'i'^- thi.i:;,  t!iey  s.i  ili  ju  li^e,  to  be  to 
the  profii  of  the  to.vn."  'Ir.  Pv'-icfiD.i's  r-^cords  are  [)reserved. 
and  in  the  ha  iJs  of  Civvard  Pynch  )  ),  Est).  There  are  many- 
proceedings  of  the  town  recorded  in  liis  record  book, -and  not 
found  elsewiiere. 

After  Mr.  Pynclion  was  left  out  of  the  magistracy,  Henry  Smith 
had  tlic  sa  ne  p  >wer  vvhich  M  Pynciion  [lad  exercised.  When 
Siimh  went  to  E  i^Ian  it  was  v;>sted  in  three  persons,  of  whom 
John  Pynch  )n  was  o  ie.  After  Xorihnmpton  and  Hadley  were 
settled,  the  co  nmissioners  nt"  Sprin2;field  and  XorthnmpTon  united 
and  held  courts  alternately  here  and  at  Northampioii,  until  a  coun- 
ty and  county  couits  were  established. 

Drunkenness  and  lewdness  seem,  at  that  period,  to  have  been 
not  veiy  uncom.uon.  They  were  much  more  generally  and 
m')re  severely  punished  tnan  they  now  are. 

As  this  part  of  the  countr\  increased,  tlie  people  determined  to 
apply  to  the  General  Court  to  have  a  county  established  ;  and 
]\]ay  7,  1662,  the  westerii  part  of  the  state  was  made  a  county  by 
the  name  of  Hampsiiire.  I  have,  on  another  occasion,  inadvert- 
ently stated  this  to  be  in  the  year  1(360.  I  know  not  tliat  the  huv 
erecting  the  county  is  in  print  ;  1  have  never  seen  it.  Tiiere 
were  in  the  county  only  three  towns,  Springfield,  Northampton 
-a.nd  lladiey.  There  were,  however,  a  nu  nber  of  o.her  settle- 
-inents  commenced,  which  a  short  time  after  were  towns. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  precisely  to  hx  tlie  time  of  the  earlv  set- 
tlements in  the  dltFereui  parts  of  tins  town.  Grants  were  not  un- 
frequentlv  made  years  bef)re  the  land  was  occupied.  Though 
they  were  recorded,  the  date  of  the  grant  or  transfer  is  not  given. 
The  county  records  do  not  reach  back  far  enough  Probably, 
the  earliest  sctdement,  except  the  homelots  in  the  street,  were  in 
L'msTineadow.  Tiiis  was  not  earlier  than  1641,  and  not  later  than 
1646.  The  lirsi  residents  in  ljongmead  )w,  wei-e  in  the  meadow, 
and  not  on  the  hill-  Perini^sion  to  build  on  tne  h'll  was  not  given 
till  the  year  1703,  when  the  iniiabilants,  generally,  built  where  the 
Street  and  meeti  ignouse  now  are.  Tliere  were  one  or  two  early 
settlements  at  S\!p  n  ic  <.  probdjiy  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1660  On  Cniropee  river  the  iirsl  cultivation  was  begun  on  the 
south  side  of  that  river,  ard  near  its  month.  i  lie  oldest  was  in 
the  year  1645. 

It  is  very  di!Hc  ilt  to  fi\  the  time  whpn  the  inhabitanis  began  to 
build  on  the  Wist  siiie  of  thij  river.  T  le  land  there  was  improved 
as  1  com  no.)  leld,  is  we'l  i)e'bit"  ts  alter  se'ilements  were  com- 
menced.    Taere  were,  as  1  believe,  tnree  distinct  parts  of  West 
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Springfield,  occupied  ?ihm\i  the  snme  lime.  One  was  south  of 
Agawaui  river,  begun  by  the  ancesKjfs  of  the  Leonards  and  Coop- 
ers. Another  was  in  the  first  par  sli,  under  the  hill  ;  and  a  third 
on  Chicopee  plain,  abo\  e.  The^e  commenced,  as  far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  in  1653,  and  soon  ia|.idly  increased  and  extended. 

The  first  house  built  east  of  ilie  town  street,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  was  Ciiarlt^s  Ferry's,  who  had  bought  the  east  part  of 
his  fatiier  Harmon's  meadow,  and  had,  in  1661,  a  special  license 
to  Duild  there  ;  and  his  descendants  own  the  place  to  this  day. 

While  tl)is  town  was  thus  increasing,  a  large  tract  of  land  above 
it  was  purciiased  of  the  Indians,  through  the  agency  of  John  Pyn- 
chon,  Esq.  including  wliai  is  now  Northampton,  Hadley  and  Hat- 
field. A  tlourisiiing  se;llement  was  commenced  in  Northampton, 
in  1653.  Soon  after,  the  towns  of  Hadley  and  Hatfield  were  set- 
tled.* In  the  year  16"0,  settlements  were  begun  at  Fresh waier, 
(now  Enfield);  and  in  1656,  a  considerably  extensive  allotment 
•was  made  of  iands  at  Woronoco,  (Westfield.)  In  1660  or  61,  it 
seems,  a  settlement  was  commenced  at  Suffield. 

An  Older  was  made,  March  12,  1662,  that  there  should  be  a 
highway  laid  out  to  the  House  of  Correction^  that  is  to  be  built  on 
the  meadow,  and  thence  to  the  house  that  is  next  to  Tiiompson's 
dingle;  from  which  it  appears  that  other  settlements  were  then 
made  or  contemplated,  on  i\hiple  street. 

One  or  two  oi  tiie  first  instances  of  prosecutions  for  witchcraft, 
arose  fronj  transactions  in  this  town.  The  delusion  on  this  sub- 
ject was  not  then  ns  great  as  it  was  afterwards.  It  was,  indeed, 
the  general  belief  of  the  age,  that  witchcraft  and  diabolical  posses- 
sion were  not  unfrequent.  This  was  a  capital  offence,  and  tried 
before  the  Court  oi  Assistants  at  B(»«ton,  and  one  of  the  cases  af- 
terwards came  before  the  General  Court.  Hugh  Parsons  and 
Mary  Parsons,  were  prosecuted  and  finally  acquitted  of  tiiis  of- 
fence. The)  lived  at  the  lower  end  of  INlain  street.  The  char- 
acter and  situation  oi"  their  accusers,  I  have  been  unable  to  learn. 
There  is  nothing  on  our  records  on  the  .-ubject. 

In  addition  to  the  plantations  before  mentioned,  Quabog,  or 
Brookfield,  had  been  purchased,  and  a  settlement  commenced 
there  before  1673.  I  ought  to  have  noiiced  Detrfield  before. 
Another  plantation  was  besiun  farther  up  the  river,  at  a  place  call- 
ed Squaukege,  now  Northfit  Id. 

The  country  had  undotdjicdly  been  to  a  considerable  extent 
improved  and  cleared.  Tlie  inhabitants  of  the  county  had  greatly 
increased,  as  well  in  this  town  as  others.    The  Indians  could  not 
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but  see  witli  regret,  tlie  alterations  that  were  making.  Their 
plantinir,  hunting,  and  fi-hin^;  grouiuis,  were  gradually  (liininisi;ed. 
King  Philip  saw,  nnti  ieli  llii-  most  sensibly,  and  was  determined 
to  make  an  effort  for  the  entire  extirpation  of  the  English  ;  and 
for  lhat  purpose  made  strenuous  exertions  to  combine  all  ilie  tribes 
of  Indians  in  one  conledt-racy.  This  he  effected  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. It  is  foreign  from  my  purpose  lo  give  an  account  of  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  Indian  wars,  any  farther  than  this  town  and 
the  settlements  connecicfl  with  it,  were  particularly  affected. 

When  the  English  first  came  to  this  place,  tbey  were  received 
by  the  Indians  with  friendship;  and  for  nearly  forty  years,  lived 
with  them  as  neighbors,  in  harmony  and  peace.  Occasionally, 
complaints  were  made  of  the  misconduct  of  riie  Indians.  They 
were,  when  complaints  were  substantiaici],  obliged  to  do  right  by 
their  neighbors.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  evident,  that  when  the 
Indians  informed  the  magistrates  of  injurious  treatment,  prompt 
and  speedy  justice  v/as  done  to  them.  It  is  evident  that  our  an- 
cestors did  not  undei  iake  to  apply  and  enforce  their  regulations 
upon  the  Indians  living  in  a  savage  state,  who  had  never  acknowl- 
edged their  juribdiction.^  The  v.hite  inhabitants  and  Indians, 
residing  so  near  to  each  otlicr,  must  have  had  daily  intercourse, 
and  been  familiarly  acquainted. 

In  June,  1675,  when  Philip's  war  broke  out,  tliere  was  a  gen- 
eral alarm.  IMany  transactions  occurred  afterwards  to  excite  sus- 
picion ;  and  this  not  merely  in  remote  regions.  Quabog,  or 
Brooktield,  was  attacked  and  destroyed.  Injury  had  been  si/s 
tained  at  Northfield,  Deerfield,  iNorihampton,  and  Hatfield.  It 
was  understood  that  Pliiiip  iiimself  was  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
What  fortified  places  there  wer(^  in  the  town,  does  not  certainly 
appear.  The  old  brick  house,  built  by  Joiin  Pynchon,  Esq  be- 
fore the  year  1600,  a  gieat  part  of  which  is  still  standing,  was  used 
as  a  fort.  The  })ort!co,  and  a  })art  ol  the  roof,  have  been  remov- 
ed. Tliere  is  leason  to  believe  there  were  one  or  two  more  forts 
south  of  the  meeting  house.  It  lias  also  been  said,  that  the  south 
part  of  the  town  was  pnlisadocd  :  probably  not  so  as  to  afford 
very  great  security.  I'he  Jndians  who  were  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  had  their  in  incijial  seLilemcnt  on  Longhill,  where  they  had 
a  fort.    Ihe  place  v. as  admirably  ada])ted  to  prevent  surprise, 

*Tbe  difBrultie>  in  rrirard  to  ;rnverninc  lite  Indians  wiiliin  lli©  locfil  limit?  of 
the  colony,  must  lia\c  lu-cn  j-ensibly  ff  It,  vrry  e:irly.  A  letter  oflMr.  Tyncliun's 
to  "ovcrii'or  Diullov,  ;iinl  liic  proceedings  of  council  tlicrccn.  piil-Iishcd  by  tho 
learned  editor  of  VVintlirop.  in  tf;e  nT)p«'ndix  to  the  2(1  vohmic,  will  show  tlin 
sound  principles  wiiidi  they  adopted*,  leaving  the  independent  tribes  to  theit 
own  laws  and  customs. 


I 


21 


and  was  also  well  calculatecl  for  concealment.  Diirina-  the  niabl 
ofilic  third  or  foui  ili  of  October,  three  iiundred  of  Piniip's  war- 
riors were  received  into  the  fort,  and  there  concealed  bv  the 
Springfield  Indians.  Toto,  a  Windsor  Indian,  was  informed  of  a 
plot  to  burn  the  town,  i;nd  mnssacre  the  inhabitants.  Tliis  lie 
com.nunicated  to  the  people  at  Windsor,  who,  without  delay,  sent 
an  express,  to  give  the  alarm  here.  This,  at  fnst,  occasioncnl 
great  consternation.  The  j-)eo|)le  here  betook  themselves  to  the 
forts,  and  took  such  measures  for  security,  as  they  could,  upon  the 
emergency.  The  Springfield  Indians,  however,  appeared  as  usu- 
al, professed  cor.iial  fi  iendship.  and  in  a  great  decree,  quieted  the 
fears  and  alarms  of  the  Enghsh.  The^Rev.  i\]r.  Glover,  who, 
with  others,  had  retired  to  the  fort,  and  had  removed  bis  library, 
and  some  of  his  valuable  eflects,  to  Pvlr.  P)ncljon'b,  upon  finding 
all  to  be  quiet,  and  nothing  heard  or  seen  of  an  eneniy,  moved 
back  his  library  to  his  ov.  u  liousc.  Tlie  Indians  lay  perfecdy 
still  and  concealed.  Sonje  of  the  Enc:li:^li,  hovvevej',  were  not 
satisfied  ;  and  in  the  morning  of  October  5ih,  Lt.  Thomas  Coop- 
er, and  Tliomas  Miller,  went  out  as  scouts,  to  examine  and  ex- 
plore the  fort  and  Indian  setiJement.  V/hile  advancing  towards  it, 
they  were  bodi  fireii  upon  and  killed.  IvJr.  Cooper  being  verj- 
athletic  and  vigorous,  got  into  one  of  the  forts  before  he  expired. 

An  assault  upon  the  lov.n  immediately  followed.  Three  men 
and  one  woman  were  killed,  including  the  two  above  named. 
About  thirty  dwelling  houses,  and  twenty  five  barns,  were  de- 
stroyed. The  mills,  and  house  of  correction,  or  gaol,  were  also 
burnt  ;  but  the  old  meeting  house  was  preserved. 

The  Indians  retreated  before  they  had  con)j)leted  the  work  of 
destruction.  Tljat  so  fi?w  lives  v. ere  lost,  was  very  extraordiiiary. 
The  colonial  governments  of  IMassachusetts  and  Connecticut  had 
a  considerable  force  in  this  quarter.  But  ajiprehending  the  dan- 
ger to  be  larther  north,  they  had  establisheci  their  head  quarters 
at  Hadley,  and  no  troops  were  then  stationed  here. 

John  Pynchon,  Esq.  who  had  been  commander  in  chief  in 
jMassachusetts,  had  a  day  or  two  before,  resigned  the  command. 
At  his  mgent  rcqtiest,  Cn})t,  Sanmel  Appleton  liad  been  apjjoint- 
ed,  and  while  in  -Massachusetts,  according  to  the  terms  of  liie  con- 
federacy of  the  united  colonies,  would  have  the  chief  command. 
It  is  supposed  Mr.  Pynchon  was  at  Modlcy,  when  the  attack  took 
place.  Mi^jor  Trent,  who  con^njanded  the  Connecticut  lorces, 
received  orders  to  march  into  Connecticut,  to  protect  their  towns. 
It  has  been  suppose  d  he  was  at  Wcslfit.dd,  on  in's  way,  when  the 
alarm  was  given  ;  but  it  would  seem  by  A]q)leion*s  letters,  that 
lie  was  left  at  Hadley,  when  Appleton  came  lo  Springfield  with  a 
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largp  force,  as  he  did,  upon  information  of  tlic  atlnck.  The  Indi- 
ans, however,  retired,  and  the  EnL;hsli  forces  utre  not  able  to 
come  nn  with  thoiu,  itio^fgh  liiey  immediately  fnirsued. 

The  dismay,  horror  and  confusion  of -iucii  a  scene  as  presented 
itself  to  our  ancestors,  we  cannot  conceive  ;  but  ii  may  be  more 
easily  conceived  than  described  The  most  of  the  ini)iibliants, 
though  conversant  with  the  Indians,  knew  as  little  of  war,  and  es- 
pecially o^'Iiidlan  wars,  as  we  do.  'I'hcy  had  known  the  Indians 
only  as  friends  and  peaceable  neighbours.  These  circumstances 
give  this  attack  all  the  shocking  features  of  a  civil  war.  The  pro- 
duce for  the  approaching  wimer  had  l)cen  gathered,  and  was  de- 
stroyed. •  There  are  throe  original  afcounts  of  this  transaction, 
which  I  have  seen.  The  first  is  coniaiiuMi  in  a  letter  from  John 
Pynchon,  to  liis  son,  then  in  Engl.md  ;  the  second  is  the  ofhcial 
report  of  Capt.  Applcton,  to  the  governor  :  and  the  third,  by  Jon- 
atlian  Burt,  written  in  a  biatik  leal"  of  a  record  book  of  the  town. 
They  all  represent  the  distress  and  consternation,  as  very  great  : 
They  all  breathe  a  spirit  ofpit  ty,  and  an  acknowledgement  of  the 
interposition  of  divine  providence,  not  often  to  be  found  in  these 
days.  The  whole  acc(v>u)ts  are  interesting  ;  but  I  must  content 
myself  with  extracts.    Mr.  Pynchon  writes  as  follows  : 

SruiNGFiKLD,  Oct.  20,  1675. 
Dear  son  Josfph, — The  sore  conteiuling  of  God  with  ns,  for 
our  sins,  and  unthankfuint  s.>  for  lormi  r  n;ercies,  and  iinfruitfulness 
under  our  precious  enjoyments,  hath  evidently  demonstrated  that 
he  is  very  angry  with  this  conu:ry.  God  having  given  the  heath- 
en a  lai'gf  commission  to  destroy  his  people,  and  exceeding  havoc 
they  made  in  this  end  of  the  country,  desiroving  two  or  tliree 
great  places  above  Northampton  and  lladley,  and  lately  they  have 
fallen  upon  Sprinirheld,  ami  ahnost  ruined  it  by  burning  of  houses. 
About  30  or  oJ  dwelliu'j;  hou-es  all  burnt  down,  and  some  twenty 
five  barns  full  of  corn  and  hay.  '1  he  Lord  hath  spared  my  dw  ell- 
ing lumse  ;  but  my  barns,  and  omhousing  all  burnt  down,  and  all 
my  corn  and  hay  consumed  :  and  not  any  thing  have  I  left  of  food 
eitlier  for  man  or  beasi.  All  my  mills,  both  corn  rijills  and  saw 
mills,  burnt  dou  n  lh<.>e  at  lioiue  in  this  town,  and  also  those  1  had 
in  other  places. — So  thai  God  hath  laid  me  low — 1  am  really  re- 
duced to  great  straits.  ******* 
*  *  *  *  How  (jod  may  dispose  of  us  I  know 
not.    We  are  yet  here  at  Springfield     My  house  garrisoned  with 

soldiers  and  full  of  troubles  an»l  hurries.  1  am  not  able  to 

afford  you  any  help,  but  by  my  p.rayers,  which  1  am  always  put- 
ting up  for  you  j  and  as  God  sljall  enaole  shall  be  ready  to  do  to 
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my  utmost  otherwise.  The  Lord  in  mercy  be  2;ood  to  you  and 
us  ;  how  he  >iv.\y  Je.d  wI'Ji  us  I  knovV  not.  W'^iiere  his  Provi- 
dence !nay  cast  ine,  wheili'-u'  to  B  ).slon,  or  further  on,  wl)«;ther  I 
may  hve  to  jet  oat  of  this  place  is  only  with  himself.    -5^    *  * 

The  official  letter  of  Mr.  Appleton  discloses  some  particulars 
not  before  publislied.  It  is  addressed  to  governor  Leverett,  and 
dated  October  12,  1675.  lie  was  at  Hadley  when  he  wrote.  It 
contains  the  following  : 

*'As  to  the  state  of  poor  desolate  Springfield,  to  whose  relief  we 
came  [diough  with  a  inarch  that  had  p  it  our  men  into  a  most  vio- 
lent sweat  and  was  inorc  than  they  could  well  bear,]  too  late. 
Tiieir  condition  is  indcctl  most  afflicted,  there  bein.:;  ai)out  thirty 
three  houses  and  twenty  five  barns  burnt,  and  about  fifteen  houses 
left  unburnt.  The  people  are  full  of  fear,  and  staggering  in  their 
thoughts  as  to  their  keeping  or  leaving  of  the  place.  They  whose 
houses  and  provisions  are  consumed,  incline  to  leave  the  place  as 
thinking  they  can  better  labour  for  a  living  in  places  of  less  dan- 
ger, than  where  they  now  are.  Hence  seem  unwilling  to  stay 
except  the)  might  freely  share  in  the  corn  and  provision  which  is 
remaining  and  preserved  by  the  sword.  I  cannot  but  think  it 
conducive  to  the  public,  and  for  ought  I  see  to  tiie  private  interest 
that  the  place  should  be  kept  ;  there  being  corn  and  provision 
enough  and  to  snare  for  the  sustenance  of  the  persons  whose  num- 
ber is  considerable  and  cannot  be  maintained  elsewhere  w^ithouL 
more  than  almost  any  place  cnn  atlbrd  to  theij-  relief  The  worth 
of  the  place  is  also  considerable  and  the  holdins;  of  it  will  give  en- 
couragement and  help  to  others  and  the  quilting  of  it  great  dis- 
couragement and  hazard  to  our  passage  from  one  place  to  another  ; 
it  being  so  great  a  distance  fron)  Hadley  to  any  other  town  on  this 
side  of  the  river.  I  have  in  regai'd  of  the  present  distress  of  the 
poor  people  a'dventured  to  leave  Capt.  Sill  there  to  be  ordered  by 
the  Hon'd.  iMaj'r.  till  further  order.  ^  *  * 
*       *  *       *        *        In  the  account  of  Springfield 

houses  we  only  presented  the  number  of  them  on  the  e?st  side  of 
the  river  and  that  in  the  town  plait  for  in  all,  on  the  west  side  and 
in  the  outskirts  on  the  east  side,  there  are  about  sixty  houses  stand- 
ing and  much  corn  in  and  about  them." 

In  another  letter,  daied  October  17,  1675,  he  says  :  "By  a 
letter  from  Major  Pynchon,  I  am  inft^rmed  of  an  old  Indian  S(jaw 
taken  at  Springfield,  who  tells  that  the  Indians,  who  burnt  that 
town  lodged  about  six  miles  of  ilie  town.  Some  men  went  forth, 
foimd  twenty  four  fires,  and  some  plunder.    She  saith  there  came 
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ofthoe'iemy  2T0.  tint  the  enemy  are  in  all  about  GOO.  The 
place  wh-are  they  ktep  is  at  Coassitt  as  is  s  ii)j)oscd  about  fifty  six 
miles  above  lla  ili-y." 

M.'.  B  irt's  ICC  )irit  is  short.  ''On  the  5.\i  day  of  October,  16T5, 
a  day  tj  ijo  K:e,")t  in  nii.n ory  of  posterity,  when  the  "barbarous 
heathen  ;iia.h  an  assault  on  this  poor  towne,  killed  two  men,  and 
a  wo'ii.i;!  an  !  von  Ijd  sever;il,  one  of  u-iiich  died  soon  after, 
burnt  do.vn  29  dvvelhn^  houses  aiid  barnes,  and  nincl)  corn  and 
hay.  B  itGivl  di-d  w  )n  l^rfiily  preserve  us  or  we  had  been  a 
prey  to  ih-iir'teet'i.  God  in  liis  nood  [)rovidence,  so  ordered  it 
that  a.i  Indiin  javo  intellij;''  icc  ot  cna  cue  rjie's  designs  to  fail  on 
ibis  tovvuc,  '.vhereb}'  \vc  esi-ap^^d  witli  our  lives  for  which  we  should 
give  (jod  the  J^Iory,    Jonalh  j.i  r> art  :in  eye  witness  of  the  same." 

A  short  ti'ne  after  this,  ()L*:f)i>  jr  l  l:n,  an  attack  was  made  upon 
Hatfield,  but  was  soon  rep.dled  !)y  Apj)loton's  forces 

Tiie  council,  in  an^w-T  to  Cij)t  Applcion's  letter,  by  their 
communication,  dated  October  lodi,  say  :  ='  We  are  very  sensi- 
ble of  the  great  loss  sustained  at  Spring'j^dd,  find  are  of  the  same 
opinion  with  you  tliai  it  is  not  advisable  to  have  it  deserted,  and 
wouhl  hope  that  ilie  inliabi'ants  of  almost  one  hundred  houses 
would  be  able  to  detei>d  tao  maiiie  of  the  remainder  while  the  en- 
emy is  abroad." 

It  has  been  supposed  that  ?J  :j  )r  Treat,  with  the  Connecticut 
forces,  was  passing  ihrotigli  Weslli-dd,  at  the  time  of  the  attack  on 
Springfield,  and  came  to  their  re  lief.  Applelon's  official  letter, 
however,  is  diiierent.  lie  says,  in  l)is  iei.er  of  Oci  iber  ]2ih,  al- 
ready quoted,  "that  upon  a  roj  or;  oi  Ifidians  lower  down  above 
Hartford  he  was,  while  1  w.is  ai/^cnt,  [vvlien  he  came  to  Spring- 
field] recalled  by  the  coji  c  il  of  Coujiecticut  upon  the  eighth  of 
this  instant  and  is  n  U  yet  rctiu.icd,  u  )r  do  1  know  how  it  is  with 
him  nor  when  he  is  li!<e  to  r<'turn."  11  Treat  had  been  at  Spr>ng- 
field  between  the  otli  and  IJtlj,  Appleton  would  have  seen  him, 
and  mentioned  tlio  fact. 

The  people  here  were  kept  in  fear,  and  frequently  alarmed. 
No  very  extensive  i.njury  was  done.  Two  or  tliree  persons  vfcre 
killed.  At  a  later  porufd.  Skijini'.ck  sufiered  considerably,  and 
Benjamin  VVriu;iit  u as  i.ikeu  cajvi'.e.  The  people  were  so  much 
disposed  to  aba;i(h>n  and  (!e<;M'i  their  setde  netits.  that  ^Ir.  Apple- 
ton  found  it  necessary,  by  general  ord-.M's,  as  comn.ander  in  chief, 
to  issue  a  proclamaii'iu,  dated  November  lith,  1675,  to  prohibit 
the  inhabitants  of  Siirinjiiidd,  Westfiehl,  Northampton,  Hadley, 
and  Hatfield,  from  removing,  v.  ithou^  liberty  fron^  him  ;  and  any 
person  found  without  a  pass  si'ineil  by  him,  was  t«i  be  taken  up 
and  confined.  Tiiis  prohibition  was  approved  by  the  General 
Court. 


An  allowance  was  made  by  the  General  Court,  to  Sprini^fiold, 
by  an  abatement  in  the  rates,  for  the  great  loss  it  had  busiained, 
and  the  straights  put  to,  of  £150.  Northampton  was  also  ahatcd 
£iS  lis.  GiL  ;  and  Madley  £9  3s.  Id.  Major  Pynchon  was  re- 
munerated £128,  by  him  disbursed,  and  his  expenses,  £30.  Not- 
withstanding the  severe  loss  sustained  from  this  attack  of  the  In- 
dians, the  town  evidently  soon  revived,  and  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants increased. 

The  treacherous  conduct  of  the  Indians  here  led  to  their  ex- 
termination.   In  the  course  of  the  war,  many  were  undoubtedly 
destroyed.    The  most  of  the  survivors,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  removed  to  the  westward.    A  few,  and  but  a  few,  remain- 
ed, and  disposed  of  their  lands.    Tiie  land  on  Longhill,  and  on 
the  side  of  Aggawam  meadows,  was  taken  possession  of  by  right 
of  conquest.     Longhill  was  then  called  Forthill,  and  was  after  this 
granted  by  the  town,  and  English  settlements  formed  there.  In- 
deed, this  was  through  the  country,  to  a  great  extent,  a  war  of 
extermination.    7.^he  severity  exercised  by  the  government  to- 
wards the  Indians,  especially  those  that  remained  peaceable,  and 
did  not  unite  with  Philip,  cannot  be  justified.     Eliott,  the  Indian 
apostle,  made  great  exertions  to  protect  his  praying,  or  christian 
Indians,  but  his  efibrts  were  to  a  great  degree  vain.    The  Indians 
and  squaws  were  sent  away,  June  24,  1G75.    At  first,  they  were 
placed  upon  certain  islands,  and  afterwards,  by  an  order  of  the 
General  Court,  passed  x\Iay,  1677,  those  which  were  in  Massa- 
chusetts proper,  excl'.'sive  of  Plymouth  colony,  were  to  be  confin- 
ed to  four  plantations  ;  Natick,  Punkepang  (Stoughton,)  VVassa- 
neniesit  (Grafton,)  and  V\  amesit  (Tcwksbury.)    Gookin,  in  his 
accounts,  enumera;es  in  1G74,  1100.     In  PI}  mouth  colony,  they 
were  more  numerous,  and  less  rigorously  treated.    A  vigilani  su- 
perintendence was  kept  over  them,  after  they  were  confined  in 
those  towns. 

Seldom  have  any  of  the  remnants  of  the  In'^ians  been  seen  here 
by  any  now  living,  unless  when  transiently  passing  through  the 
town,  from  the  west  ;  and  those  that  have  been  here  were,  proba- 
bly, of  the  iMohegan,  or  Grafton  tribes.  7  he;r  degraded  and 
miserable  condition  cannot  fail  to  draw  a  sigh  from  every  benevo- 
lent bosom."^' 

Before  the  Indians  had  been  subdued,  an  enemy,  in  many  re- 
spects, more  formidable,  was  setting  itself  in  arra\  against  the  col- 
ony. The  king  of  England  manifested  a  determination  to  seize 
upon,  and  vacate  the  charter.      This  bad  been  several  limes 

*A  company  of  the  Stockbrid^e  Indiana  passed  through  tliis  town,  at  Xhf 
romniencf  nient  of  the  revohitionarv  war,  on  their  wav  to  K-Gxbiiry 
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threatened  :  but  in  the  year  1G83,  a  process  quo  wrtrrnnto  was 
served.  The  conseq'ience  of  ajud^nicnt  in  favor  of  the  king^ 
would  have  been  to  annul  all  proceedings  under  it  ;  and  to  revest 
all  the  land  within  the  colony,  in  the  king's  hands.  But  in  order  to 
quiet  thp  people,  and  render  the  measure  less  unpopular,  the  pro- 
cess contained  an  express  provision,  that  the  private  interests  of 
individuals  should  be  preserved,  and  no  man  receive  any  preju- 
dice in  his  freehold  or  estate.  Judsmcnt  was  tiie  next  year  given 
in  favor  of  the  Ci  own,  and  the  chai'ter  vacated. 

Before  judgment  was  given  upon  the  quo  warranto,  at  least  be- 
fore it  was  known  here,  some  important  measures  were  taken  in 
this  and  some  other  towns,  to  obviate  the  effect  of  annulling  the 
charter.  The  town,  though  Enfield,  Suffield,  and  Westfield,  had 
been  made  separate  towns,  contained  l;»rge  quamities  of  common 
and  undivided  lands.  These  the  town  claimed  to  hold  and  dis- 
pose of,  as  they  thought  proper.  Probably  not  one  tenth  part  of 
the  land  had  been  sold  or  divided.  None  of  the  pine  plains  or 
hills,  had  been  granted.  The  tradition  iias  always  been,  tliat  the 
measure  I  am  about  to  state,  was  taken  in  order  to  make  the  prop- 
erty the  estate  of  individuals,  to  protect  It  from  seizure.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1685,  but  dated  1GS4,  the  town,  in  full  meeting,  passed  a 
vote,  that  all  lands  on  the  east  bound  iries  of  the  town,  through  the 
whole  length  of  it,  from  north  to  south,  extending  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  four  miles  west,  and  on  the  west  side  extending  east 
to  boundaries  particularly  named,  should  be,  and  thereby  were, 
granted  to  each  [then]  pres<'nt  inhabitant,  liis  heirs  and  assigns, 
forever,  according  to  certain  proportions  then  stated.  This  after- 
wards formed  ihe  outuard  coumions,  including  the  greater  part  of 
VVilbraham,  and  Ludlow,  on  the  east,  and  a  great  part  of  West 
Spriugfiel  I,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  The  lands  were  to  be 
laid  out  in  five  divisions,  and  every  inhabitant  to  have  an  allot- 
ment in  each  of  them.  'I'his  was  extremely  inconvenient,  and  as 
between  the  ditFerp.nt  inliabltants  of  the  loun,  a  very  impolitic 
and  unjust  division. A  man  with  a  small  property,  would  have 
assigned  to  him  five  lots,  each  tiiree  or  four  miles  long,  and  per- 
haps only  a  rod  wide. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  conceived  that  this  course  could  have  been 
.pursued,  had  there  not  bi'cn  some  urgent  and  pressing  necessity 
for  it-  S'*on  after  this  vote,  the  proprietors  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  that  land.  I'he  separate  allotment  of  it  was  not  comple- 
ted for  many  years  after:  the  last  was  in  1740.  The  records  of 
these  proprietors  and  their  proceed 'ugs,  are  not  in  a  good  slate  of 
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proservation.  Probably,  some  of  the  or^ginul  minutes  may  be 
lost.  These  lamis  lying  so  inconvenient  to  make  far-ns,  and  it 
being  very  dimcnlt  to  arq;iirp  all  tiie  lilies,  is,  be\ond  question,  a 
prominent  reason  for  their  being  settled  so  much  later  than  other 
pans  of  the  town.  At  the  time  when  i!ie  order  above  mentioned 
was  made,  it  was  in  town  meeting  agreed,  that  all  the  common 
lands  not  included  in  the  former  vote,  on  both  sides  of  the  icreat 
river,  should  be  to,  or  lie  common  to  the  [dien]  present  inhabi- 
tants, their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  ;  and  not  to  be  granted  out  at 
any  time,  but  by  the  joint  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  in  town 
meeting,  orderly  called. 

Resting  upon  this  vote,  the  same  persons  who  were  made  pro- 
prietors of  the  outward  commons,  undertook  to  hold  meetings,  and 
make  grants  of  land,  not  in  town  meeting,  but  by  the  name  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  inv.ard  commons.  The  town,  indeed,  after  this, 
from  time  to  time,  granted  out  particular  allotments,  without  op- 
position. In  the  year  1703,  tiie  town  made  extensive  grants  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Longmeadow,  on  the  town  street,  and  of  the 
lands  east  of  it. 

However,  after  sometime,  the  proprietorsof  the  inward  commons, 
in  1721,  proceeded  to  allot  a  part  of  the  common  lan(is,  appor- 
tioning them  by  the  rule  given  in  the  vote  of  1CS5.  This  excluded 
from  any  share  in  them,  those  who  had  removed  into  the  :own  af- 
ter that  period,  though  present  at  the  time  of  division.  Occasional 
coinplaints  were  made,  and  when  they  could  not  be  stideu,  tuC 
proprietors  would  make  grants,  to  quiet  troublesome  individuals. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  what  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  town  was,  by  their  vote.  They  meant  to  protect  the  land 
from  forfeiture,  and  designed,  also,  that  it  should  remain  common. 
After  the  inward  common  grants  were  made,  the  town  confirmed 
and  ratified  their  proceedings.  The  books  of  the  proceedings  of 
both  sets  of  proprietors,  so  far  as  they  are  known  to  exist,  are  with 
the  town  clerk.  A  second  allotment  was  made  by  itie  proprietors 
in  1740,  by  a  new  rule,  embracing  nearly  400  persons.  A  third 
was  made  in  1754,  by  a  different  ratio,  and  including  544  persons. 

The  exact  situation  of  the  land  which  the  first  settlers  allotted 
here,  before  they  altered  It  by  cultivation,  cannot  be  ascertained. 
As  well  from  the  appearance  of  the  ground  at  present,  as  from  the 
town  records,  it  seems  that  the  town  brook,  in  its  natural  state,  ran 
by  the  side  of  the  meadows,  ihrougli  the  town  street,  in  the  course 
in  which  it  now  runs.  The  vegetable  matter  dug  up  out  of  the 
meadow,  shews  that  there  was  once  a  quantity  of  pine  or  hemlock 
timber,  which  covered  ilie  meadow  east  of  the  brook.  Hendock 
roots  are  now  to  be  found  in  many  parts  of  the  meadow.  TherQ; 
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IS  a  iradition  that  the  land  on  the  hill,  westward  of  Goose  pond, 
had  a  very  larg;e  aiid  heavy  growth  of  oak  limber  upon  it  ;  ihat 
very  large  timber  f  r  tlie  first  or  second  meeting  house,  was 
cut  therefrom.  Fur  many  years  past,  it  has  given  no  evidence  ol 
having  ever  been  oak  or  tiniber  land.  If  it  ever  produced  oak, 
the  soil  must  have  been  greatly  v.'eakened  and  almost  destroyed, 
by  repeated  burnings.  But  there  is  great  reason  to  doubt  wheth- 
er ^he  land  near  the  town,  was  at  first  very  heavily  timbered.  An 
early  ordinance,  made  in  1G47,  lor  the  preservation  of  the  timber, 
notices  the  very  great  scarcity  of  limber  for  building,  sawing,  and 
for  shingles  ;  and  prohibits  the  carrying  it  out  of  town,  to  any  other 
place.  The  prohibition  to  extend  from  Chicopee  river  to  Fresh- 
water bjook,  and  to  extend  from  Connecticut  river  six  miles  east. 
It  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that  when  this  order  was  made,  the 
growth  on  the  plains  was  sparse. 

1  have  already  observed,  that  the  manner  of  cultivating  the 
cleared  lands,  was  by  throwing  them  into  a  common  field,  inclos- 
ing them  with  a  general  iVnce.  This  mode  of  cultivation,  though 
probably  the  only  one  they  could  at  first  adopt,  produced  much 
dispute  in  regai'd  to  fences,  cattle  and  swine.  Some  contending 
that  cattle  should  be  restrained  to  a  later  period,  and  others,  that 
they  shoL'.ld  go  into  the  fields  early  in  the  season.  Gates  were  set 
up  and  maintained  on  the  three  passages  to  the  river,  at  the  upper, 
middle  and  lower  wharves,  and  persons  appointed  to  take  ciiarge, 
of  them.  Common  fields  existed  here  before  there  were  any  stat- 
utes to  regulate  them. 

1  believe  there  is  not  under  the  colony  charter,  any  record  in 
the  town  books,  of  tlie  choice  of  a  deputy  to  tlie  General  Court. 
It  is  certain  that  they  were  generally  chosen  and  attended.  I  have 
been  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  omission.  It  is  conjectured, 
however,  that  in  tiiis  choice  of  a  deputy,  a  magistrate  presided. 
The  Pynchons,  father  and  son,  were  magistrates  during  the  whole 
time.  Tliey  presii.ed  in  the  election  and  kept  the  record  of  the 
choice.  In  fact,  I  find  that  in  Mr.  Fynchon's  record  book,  these 
elections  are,  some  ot  ihcm,  entered,  ^lany  other  proceedings 
of  the  town  are  to  be  found  only  in  that  book. 

By  the  colony  law,  louns  might  choose  a  deputy  either  from 
tlieirown  town,  or  from  another,  and  either  for  one  session  of  the 
General  Court,  or  for  a  year.  This  town,  when  there  was  no 
special  reason  for  sending-  a  raenibei",  elected  one  from  Boston  or 
its  vicinity.  By  insp^^cting  tlie  records  of  the  General  Court,  it 
appears  that  this  was  frequently  the  case.  It  is,  therefore,  not  al- 
ways to  be  inferred  from  a  njan's  being  a  representative  of  the 
;own,  that  he  belonged  to  it.  It  is  apparent  that  the  town  consider-. 


ed  the  sending  of  a  deputy  every  year,  and  twice  a  year,  a  burden; 
His  expenses  and  his  wages  were  to  be  paid  by  tiie  lowii.  There 
are  charges  in  the  accounts  against  the  town,  for  a  horse  for  the 
deputy  to  the  Bay,  and  for  horse  keeping  ;  also,  for  the  dep- 
uty's diet,  and  his  wages.  On  several  occasions,  leave  was 
given  by  the  Court  that  he  might  be  absent  the  second  session. 
From  the  frecpient  recurrence  of  the  grant  of  £4,  for  the  deputy, 
I  conjecture  lim  this  was  the  sum  paid  for  one  from  Boston  or  its 
vicinity. 

The  municipal  regulations  which  were  very  earJy  adopted  here, 
were  very  various  and  extensive.  They  embraced  many  things 
which  were  afterwards  provided  for  by  general  statutes.  In  some 
cases,  they  probably  were  but  transcripts  of  the  lav/s  ;  and  it  is 
not  ahvays  easy  to  separate  those  tliat  were  merely  local,  from 
those  extending  througli  the  whole  colony.  The  distance  of  tliis 
place  from  the  seat  ot"  government  at  Boston,  and  the  difficulty  of 
access  to  it,  made  it  more  important  that  they  sliould  have  a  sys- 
teni  of  their  own.  These  regulations  were  adopted  Irom  time  to 
lime,  from  their  first  fixing  on  this  spot.  They  were  reduced  to 
a  system  February  5,  1G50*;  but  the  date  on  the  record  is  1649. 
As  they  itnproved  their  lands  so  extensively  in  common,  without 
partition  fences,  which  I  have  already  noticed,  many  of  their 
regulations  relate  to  fences,  to  the  time  and  manner  of  pasturing 
llieir  cattle,  and  the  preventing  of  damage  by  swine.  Probably, 
these  are  not  so  interesting  as  some  other  parts  of  their  bye- laws. 
Among  their  regulations,  were  three  for  security  against  fiie  ;  re- 
quiring each  householder  to  liave  a  ladder  annexed  to  his  house, 
to  have  his  chimney  swept,  at  stated  periods,  and  a  general  prohi- 
bition against  carrying  fire  abroad  uncovered  ;  and  jienalties  were 
annexed  to  the  vio'ation  of  these  rules.  Ignorant  of  their  situation, 
on  a  cursory  examination,  we  should,  at  the  present  day,  be 
tempted  to  conclude  they  had  been  transcribed  fiom  the  rules  of 
some  city,  or  populous  town,  without  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
adopting  them.  But  w  hen  the  fact  is  known,  that  their  houses  and 
barns,  and  other  buildings,  were  all  covered  with  thatch  ;  that 
their  chimneys  were  wooden  frames,  covered  with  n^,ortar  ;  that 
girdled  and  dry  trees,  and  wild  thatch,  and  other  wild  grass,  were 
scattered  about  their  roads  and  fields  ;  the  urgency  of  such  regula- 
tions will  be  very  apparent.  There  are  others,  which,  at  this  day, 
appear  quite  as  extraordinary  ;  but  we  may  not  have  as  good 
grounds  to  judge  of  their  propriety  :  whereas,  if  we  knew  all  tlic 
inducements  to  establish  them,  they  might  evince  their  wisdom 
and  prudence. 
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While  tliere  were  a  very  few  inhabiliints,  (only  thirteen  nanjca 
being  mentioned)  lhe\  built  a  house  tor  llie  Rev  iVfr.  iMoxon  ; 
and  in  IMarcli  :20,  1638,  passed  the  following  order  :  '*that  in  con- 
sideration of  ceriayne  charges  which  ihe  [jreseni  inhabitants  have 
been  at  for  3Ir.  Moxon's  house,  and  fensing  his  loit  such  as  shall 
for  future  tyme  come  to  inhabite  in  ye  place  shall  beare  a  sliare  in 
the  like  charges  in  proportion  with  ourselves."  It  seems  they 
considered  this  as  a  permanent  benefit,  and  that  those  that  canie 
after  them  ought  to  hear  n  shnre  of  the  burden. 

Several  of  the  very  early  regulations  indioie  an  anxiety  about 
the  scarcity  of  timber.  There  is  one  which  not  only  shews  this, 
but  also  what  extent  they  appropriated  for  sealing  lots.  October 
17,  1633,  *'it  is  ordered,  [I  presu.ne  by  the  selectiuen,]  wiih  the 
consent  of  the  plantation,  that  from  this  day  forward,  noe  trees 
shall  be  cut  down,  or  taken  avvav,  by  any  man,  in  the  compass  of 
ground  i^rom  the  Mill  river  upward,  to  John  Reader's  lott  [which 
by  the  original  agreement,  was  the  most  northerly,]  which  parsell 
of  ground  is  appoynted  for  house  lotts  ;  and  in  case  any  man  sijall 
trespass,  contrary  to  this  order,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  fine  of  tive 
sbillings." 

Some  other  of  the  early  regulations  will  better  shew  the  state  OL. 
society,  than  any  description. 

November  23,  1638.  "li  is  ordered  that  a  foot  path  and  stiles 
be  allowed  at  every  man's  Intts  end  neM  the  greate  river." 

February  14,  16'39.  "It  is  ordered  that  it  shall  he  lawf  d  for  any 
inhabitant  to  fell  any  canoe  trees  and  make  them  for  his  own  use 
or  for  the  use  of  any  inhabitant,  yt  grow  on  ye  common  but  not  to 
sell  or  any  ways  pass  away  any  cannoe  out  of  ye  plantation  uniill 
it  be  five  years  old  and  in  case  an)  shall  u'ansgress  this  order  af- 
ter this  day  he  shall  be  1\  able  to  a  fine  of  twenty  shillings  " 

*'Jt  is  also  ordered  yt  it  shall  he  lawfull  tor  any  man  to  put  over 
horse,  cou-es  or  younger  cattell  oii  the  other  side  of  the  river  at 
the  f  rst  of  November  (tnd  to  take  iktm  cnvaij  thence  on  the  \4tk  of 
April,  and  if  any  shall  trespass  this  order  he  shall  belyable  to  pay 
any  danmdi^es  that  shall  appear  to  be  done  by  his  catta}le." 

"It  is  ordered  that  all  yt  have  a  ditch  by  the  highway  before  their 
doors  shall  keep  it  well  scoured  for  the  ready  pass  'ge  of  the  water 
that  it  may  not  he  p»  nt  up  to  flowe  the  meddowe."  [The  impor- 
tance of  this  will  apjsear,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  settlement 
was  on  the  margin  of  a  marsh,  and  any  obstruction  in  the  water 
course  would  be  extensively  injurious.] 

November  14,  1639.  "It  is  mutually  agreed  on  by  the  planta- 
tion that  ye  sealed  Peck  which  Mr.  Pynchon  hath  shall  be" the 
ordinary  peck  to  bye  and  sell  by  in  the  plantation,  and  whoever 
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will  may  repavre  to  the  constable  and  have  liis  peck  sealed  paying 
him  2d.  for  his  labor  with  ye  seal." 

*'It  is  also  ordered,  yt  ye  exercise  of  trayning  shall  be  practiced 
one  day,  in  every  month  ;  and  if  occ  asions  doe  sometimes  hinder 
then  the  like  space  of  tyme  shall  ht)  observed  another  tytne, 
thout^h  it  be  two  days  after  one  another.  And  yt  this  tyme  of 
traynitig  is  referred  to  ye  discretion  of  Henry  Smith,  who  is  cho- 
sen by  mutual  consent  to  be  Serjeant  of  the  Coinpany,  who  shall 
have  power  lo  choose  a  Corporal  for  his  assistant.  And  whoso- 
ever shall  absent  himself  without  a  lawful  excuse,  shall  forfeit 
twelve  pence,  and  yt  all  above  15  years  of  age  shall  be  counted  for 
soldiers  and  the  time  to  begin  the  first  Thursday  in  December 
next." 

*'It  is  also  mutually  agreed  on,  yt  no  person  in  this  plantation, 
shall  trade,  give,  or  lend,  to  any  Indian,  any  quantity  of  Powder, 
little,  or  greate,  under  ye  penalty  of  40s.  lor  any  t}  me,  yt  any 
person  shall  be  found  a  transgressor,  in  this  kind." 

There  are  many  regulations  of  wages  and  labor.  The  earliest 
follows  : 

November  14,  1639.  ''It  is  also  agreed  for  the  ordering  of  la- 
borers wages  yt  Carpenters  shall  have  for  9  months  2s.  Gd.  per 
day  and  for  3  months  from  ye  lOih  of  November  to  the  10th  of 
February  2s.  per  day.  Mowers  shall  have  2s.  6d.  per  day.  Saw- 
ers  Gs.  Gd.  per  C  ft.  they  to  fall  and  liewe  and  the  owner  lo  bring 
to  the  pitt.  Also  for  husbandry  or  any  ordinary  labor  to  have  23. 
per  day  for  9  months,  only  from  the  24th  of  April  till  the  24th  of 
June  they  are  left  to  their  liberty  as  men  can  agree  witii  them  and 
for  ye  other  3  months,  viz  from  November  10th  till  February 
10th,  to  have  18d.  per  dny." 

Tiie  above  shews  that  there  were  no  saw  mills  here  ;  and  it 
seems  this  was  the  case  some  years  after  ;  for  a  new  order  as  to 
the  wages  of  Sawyers,  was  made  November  17,  1G42.  "For  the 
ordering  of  Sawyers  wages  workmen  of  this  nature  shall  saw 
hencelorth  at  3s.  8d.  per  C  ft.  for  boards  and  4s.  4d.  per  C  ft.  for 
slitworke,  ye  timber  to  be  brought  home  to  ye  pit  and  hewn  and 
made  ready,  and  if  said  workn;en  shall  sawe  timber  and  sell  the 
boards  they  shall  not  exceed  ilie  price  of  5s.  Gd.  per  C  ft.  provided 
that  if  the  pit  be  made,  within  the  j)lace  of  distance,  yt  is  betwixt 
Mr  Pynclions  house  and  Samuel  Wrights  it  shall  be  accounted  a^ 
in  the  town." 

Thehcense  to  fell  canoe  trees,  without  the  consent  of  tfie  plan- 
tation, was  annulled,  Aprd  IG,  ICAO  ;  and  a  penalty  of  20s.  im- 
posed for  every  tree  felled  without  license. 
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May  i,  1645.  It  was  "voted,  with  the  ron:,eiit  of  the  plantatioU; 
that  whosoever  shall  take  any  mans  canoe  or  vessel  without  his 
leave,  sliall  be  Ivabic  to  tlie  fine  of  2s.  (3  1.  for  ev\?ry  such  flefault.'* 

January  8,  1G4G.  '  It  is  aii;reed  by  the  plantation  with  John 
INIatthews  to  beate  the  drum  for  tlie  ineerini^s  lor  a  years  sp;ice  at 
10  oj  the  clock  on  the  lecture  days  and  at  9  o'clock  on  ii)e  Lord's 
days,  in  the  forenoons  only,  and  he  is  to  be  ile  it  from  Mr.  Moxons 
to  R.  Stebhins  house,  and  ye  meetings  to  be^in  within  half  an 
houre  after,  for  vvliicii  his  payns,  he  is  to  have  4d.  in  wampum  of 
every  family  in  the  tovvii,  or  a  peck  of  Indian  corn  if  they  have 
not  vjampuin/' 

The  rule  of  allotting  and  dividin2;  the  lands  in  the  town,  before 
the  year  1685,  is  no  wiiere  laid  down,  except  what  is  stated  in  the 
original  agreement,  in  1636.  A  power  was,  however,  given  to 
persons  designated  from  time  to  time,  to  admit  inhabitants,  and  to 
make  allotments  of  lands,  according  to  the  original  agreement. 
This  must  have  been  done,  in  very  many  instances,  without  being 
entered  on  the  town  records,  in  regard  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
original  settlers  on  the  town  street,  the  only  evidence  of  their  title 
is  in  the  record  of  the  town  recorder ;  and  there  is  commonly 
neither  the  date  of  the  grant,  nor  the  time  of  recording,  meniioned 
upon  record.  The  entry  is  usually  in  this  form  :  A.  B.  is  by 
grant  of  the  plantation,  possessed  of  a  house  lot,  S  rods  broad,  and 
SO  rods  long,  extending;  from  the  street  to  the  river,  and  of  a  piece 
of  meadow  opposite  thereto,  of  e(|nal  breadth,  extending  east  from 
the  street,  40  rods,  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  of  a  wood  lot  in  the 
rear  thereof,  in  the  same  direction,  of  the  same  breadth,  extending 
east  80  rods  ;  and  also,  of  a  lot  over  against  his  house  lot,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  extending  Irom  the  great  river  to  Aggawam 
river,  all  bounded  on  the  north  by  C.  D.  and  on  the  south  by  E.  F, 

There  were  about  forty  original  liouse  lots  granted  on  the  town 
street.  1  have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the 
original  settlers,  and  the  order  of  their  allotments.*  The  grants 
were,  probably,  all  nnide  between  the  year  1636  and  1652.  It  is 
evident  that  many  of  those  who  had  house  lots,  were  not  here  for 
several  years  after  the  Hrst  settlement.  In  tv\o  rates  made  Janua- 
ry, 1639,  there  are  only  13  assessed.  Two  years  afierwarcJs,  al- 
lotments of  plantifig  grounds  were  made  to  17  persons  ;  and  in 
1643,  there  were  22.  In  1646,42  persons  were  assesseci  to  pay 
for  the  purchase  ol  the  Indians  ;  and  there  were  6  vacant  lots  also 
assessed.  In  1656,  there  were  52  who  had  taken  the  oat!i  oi  fi- 
delity.    In  166 1,  there  were  recorded  as  admitted  inhabitants,  74 


•See  Appendix  E. 
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persons.  These  were  all  that  were  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
town." 

When  Mr.  ^loxon  deterinined  to  leave  the  town,  his  real  estate 
was  purchased,  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  ministry.  After" 
he  left  the  country,  many  efforts  were  made  to  procure  a  settled 
minister.  In  t!ie  year  1655,  the  town  voted  that  Mr.  Thomson, 
"during  his  continuance  a  preaching  minister  in  Sprin;: field,  should 
possess  the  ministry  house  and  lot,  bought  of  ^Ir.  Moxon,  for  the 
time  he  should  continue  among  them,  in  dispensing  tlie  word  of 
Godj  and  carrying  on  the  place  of  a  preaciiing  elder"  ;  and  to  give 
him  £dO  a  year,  and  to  increase  it  to  £60.  At  this  time,  an  or- 
der was  made,  that  the  rates  should  be  assessed  on  the  value  of 
the  property  owned  by  each  inhabitant.  And  further,  it  was 
concluded  "that  it  is  meete  and  requisite  that  every  person  should 
allow  some  maintenance  to  the  ministry  though  not  possessed  of 
land  or  estate  to  rate  him  thereto,  and  tlierefore  it  was  agreed  that 
every  person  being  at  his  own  hand,  and  not  a  son  or  servant,  who 
hath  noe  land,  or  estate,  or  whose  land  or  estate  doth  not  amount 
to  5s.  in  the  year  in  the  rate,  that  every  such  person  should  be 
liable  to  pay  to  the  ministers  maintenance  five  shillings  per  annum." 

The  next  year,  i\Jr.  Thomson  left  the  place,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  devise  means  to  procure  a  minister  ;  and  in  the  mean 
linie  it  was  voted  by  the  town,  "that  whereas  Deacon  Wright  on 
the  Lord's  day  was  ciiosen  to  dispense  the  word  of  God  in  this 
place,  till  some  other  should  be  got  for  that  work,  that  Deacon 
Wright  should  have  for  his  labor  in  that  employnient  oOs.  per 
month  for  such  time  as  he  attends  on  the  work."  Again,  in  No- 
vember of  the  same  year,  a  vote  was  passed  "to  allow  Deacon 
Wright,  Deacon  Cliapin,  ^Mr.  Ilolj'oke,  and  Henry  Burt,  £12  for 
their  past  services  in  the  Lord's  v;ork  on  the  Sabbath,  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  the  selectmen  ;  and  that  in  future  tliey  would  allow  at 
the  rate  of  £50  a  year,f  till  such  time  as  the)^  should  have  n  settled 
minister,  to  be  distributed  and  ordered  by  the  selectmen." 

A  similar  course  was  taken  tlie  next  year  ;  and  Mr.  Holyoke 
and  Henry  Burt,  were  appointed  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
Sabbath  ;  and  if  they  were  disabled,  Deacon  Chapin  was  to  sup- 
ply their  place.  In  November,  1657,  Mr.  Holyoke  was  made 
choice  of,  as  the  record  expresses  it,  "to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
Sabbath,  once  every  Sabbaih  day,  which  he  accepts  of;  -Sir.  Pyn- 
chon  is  made  clioicc  of  for  one  part  of  the  day,  once  a  lortnight^, 

•Appendix  D. 

tTliis,  I  iliink,  a  handsome  compensation  for  those  days,  and  not  a  trifling- 
sum.  Ii  was  given  for  leadinir  the  dsvotional  excrcisfs.  and  reading  a  sermon 
on  lh<i  8ahl)ath. 
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which  he  wiil  endeavor  to  attend,  sometimes  by  rending  notes,  an'o 
so:netime5  by  his  own  meditations,  till  Murch  next."  Deacon 
Chapin  and  Henry  Burt,  were  chosen  "to  carry  on  tlie  otlier  part 
of  the  day,  once  a  fortni<5ht,  to  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  £40  a 
year." 

In  1C59,  a  Mr.  Hooker  was  here  as  a  preacher,  and  etTorts  were 
made  to  settle  him,  but  without  S'lccess.  According  to  the  date 
on  the  records,  Fehniary,  1G59,  hut  evidently  16G0,  the  Rev.  iMr. 
Peletiah  (i lover  was  here  as  a  minister,  arid  the  town  voted  liim 
a  salary  of  £60,  if  he  wouid  stay  out  the  year.  Mr.  Glover  re- 
mained here  as  the  settled  minister,  many  \  ears. 

The  above  instances  of  designating  lay  evhorlers,  and  agreeing 
to  pay  them  for  their  services,  are  not  very  common,  and  would 
not  be  thou2;ht  very  regular,  at  this  lime.  In  ICGO,  the  town 
agreed  that  Mr.  Glo\  er  should  have  the  parsonage  and  £30  a  year, 
as  a  salary. 

After  iMr.  Glover's  house  was  burnt  down  by  the  Indians,  the 
town  b'  ilt  liim  a  new  one.  It  appears,  by  the  items  of  clnrge, 
that  brick  were  used  ibr  t!ie  chimney.  Tiie  house  was  fortified, 
and,  proliablv,  the  roof  shingled.  The  cost  of  the  house  was 
£108.  15s.  It  is  apparent  from  the  records,  that  brick  were  made 
in  the  town  ;  for  mention  is  made,  in  the  year  IGTJ,  in  a  grant  of 
land,  of  a  reservation  of  the  clay  pits  thereon,  and  of  a  passage 
to  them.  It  is  probable  brick  v\ere  fii'^t  made  here  when  Mr. 
■Pynchon  built  his  brick  house,  wliich  is  now  standmg.  This  was 
about  the  year  IGGO.  That  house,  when  first  built,  compared 
with  those  around  it,  must  have  appeared  like  some  Baron's  castle. 
The  red  free  stone,  which  was  so  abiuidant  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  town,  was  used  in  underpinning  that  house.  It  lias  been  the 
tradition,  that  the  use  of  that  stone,  and  the  manner  of  uorking  it, 
was  lost  for  nearlv  a  century.  The  stone  that  was  used  for  build- 
ino- and  other  pui  poses,  was  taken  from  the  streams,  and  was  very 
different  from  th.tl  broui;  t  from  the  plains* 

•Before  the  town  was  burnt,  it  had  been  determined  to  build  a 
new  meeting  house.  A  place  was  designated  for  it,  further  west 
than  the  first  one  stood.  A  contract  was  made  tor  land  for  that 
purpose,  with  the  owner  iTf  the  house  lot  north  of  the  old  one  ; 
and  the  meeting  house  was  fixed  very  nearly  in  the  place  where 
the  one  which  was  removed  in  1S19,  stood.  It  was  not  built  till 
1677.  h  was  50  by  AO  fret,  high  enough  for  galleries,  when  they 
should  be  needed;  '.^a^  undcrjnnned  with  stone,  and  cost  about 
£400  of  the  currency  at  tiiat  time.    It  was  fortified,  as  was  the 

*ln  prantius  tlir  Innd  ai  the  month  of  the  PccowsicU,  a  reservation  was  mad*' 
of  the  stone  on  tMe  Hats  in  t'onn^'clicni  river. 
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grist  mill  ;  and  the  town,  for  some  yenrs,  kept  a  garrison  in  the 
jalter.  At  this  period,  the  st\  le  of  building  began  very  luucli  to 
improve.  Probably  the  houses  erected  alter  liie  Indians  iiad 
burnt  the  town,  were  better  built,  though  many  of  them  were 
thatched.  They  v.  ere  all  with  high  [)eaked  roofs,  and  when  glass 
was  used  at  all,  it  was  the  small  diatnond  glass,  set  in  lead. 

I^Ir.  Glover  continued  in  the  ministry  here  till  his  death.  The 
record  of  liis  death  is,  "The  Rcv'd  Peletiah  Glover  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus,  March  29,  1G92."  The  town  very  soon  after,  invited  Mr. 
John  Haines  to  be  their  minister  ;  but  though  repeatedly  urged, 
he  declined  to  settle  here.  The  town  seems  not-to  have  been 
very  successful  in  the  settlement  of  a  minister  ;  but  there  are  two 
things  remarkable  iti  their  conduct  First,  that  ihey  did  not  relax 
their  efforts  ;  and  secondly,  while  destitute  of  a  minister,  they  reg- 
ularly and  constantly  had  p  iblic  worship. 

Not  succeeding  with  Mr  Haines,  they  passed  the  following 
vote  :  "Voted  to  send  Captain  Thomas  Colton,  and  Serjeant 
Luke  Hitchcock  to  the  Bay  for  the  j)rocuring  a  minister,  to  preach 
the  word  of  God  to  this  town  ;  and  that  tliey  apply  themselves  to 
the  Rev\l  the  President  of  the  College,  with  the  rest  of  the  elders 
in  Boston,  for  their  lielp  for  the  obtaining  a  minister  that  mny  pro- 
mote conversion  work  among  ?;5."  In  consequence  of  this  mes- 
sage, the  Rev.  Daniel  Brewer,  of  Roxbury,  came  and  was  settled 
here  in  the  year  1694. 

For  the  regulation  of  society,  and  tiie  promotion  of  good  mor- 
als, the  General  Court,  in  1G75  and  1G77,  passed  several  laws, 
with  a  view  of  adopting  the  system  of  Alfred  the  Great,  by  direct- 
ing iythingmen  to  be  appointed  in  each  town,  who  should  each 
have  the  inspection  often  or  twelve  families,  and  juosecute  for  all 
transgressions  of  tlie  laws  within  their  several  districts.  Such  of- 
ficers were  chosen  in  this  town,  their  districts  assigned  them,  r.nd 
their  duties  enjoined  by  the  county  court.  There  weie  4  ty tilings, 
or  districts  of  that  name,  in  the  year  1678,  within  the  bounds  of 
die  present  town  of  Springfield  ;  one  in  Longnieadow,  and  two  in 
"West  Springfield.  These  tythingmen  had  noi  only  to  enforce  the 
laws  respecting  the  Sabbath,  and  licensed  houses,  and  the  use  of 
spirituous  liquors,  but  were  to  see  that  no  person  was  abroad 
from  home  after  nine  o'clock  at  night.  How  strictly  the  duty 
enjoined  them  was  performed.  1  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

The  sumptuary  laws,  which  restrained  and  regulated  the  appar- 
el and  dress  of  the  inhabitants,  appear  to  have  been  very  much 
disregarded.  The  court  records  are  lull  of  complainis,  liiat  the 
law  against  wearing  silks,  was  not  enforced  in  this,  and  some  of 
the  other  towns. 
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Wl)ile  there  were,  apparently,  great  exertions  made  to  oblige 
children  to  attend  meeting  on  the  Sabbath,  and  to  behave  with  de- 
cency and  reverence  dnring  the  time  of  public  worship,  and  no 
small  pains  were  taken  to  prevent  their  bein^  out  at  unseasonable 
hours,  or  in  improper  company,  I  have  not  been  able  to  fmd  that 
so  much  attention  was  j)aid  to  schc)orni2:,  as  I  liad  expected.  A 
tract  of  land  at  the  lower  end  of  Chico|)ee  plain,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  great  river,  was  appropriated  hy  the  town,  in  the  year  1G5-I, 
*'either  tor  the  helping  to  maintain  a  schoolmaster  or  ruling  elder, 
or  to  help  beare  any  other  town  charges."  This  land  was  many 
years  let  out,  and  the  income  expended  in  schooling.  One  of  the 
turrets  of  the  meeting  house,  was  sometime  occupied  for  a  school 
room..  The  first  school  house  was  buili  in  1079.  The  house 
was  22  feet  by  17  ;  the  studs  were  8  1-2  feet,  imd  there  was  a 
chamber  in  it.  From  ten  to  twelve  pounds,  were  annually  paid 
to  a  schoolmaster.  The  house  was  llrst  erected  in  the  way  to  the 
upper  wliarf ;  probably,  with  a  view  to  accommodate  scholars  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  especially  in  the  winter.  This  was  af- 
terwards removed,  and  rebuilt  at  the  middle  of  the  town,  near 
where  the  first  meeting  house  stood,  but  on  the  spot  on  wdiich 
Daniel  Lombard's  store  now  stands. 

Other  schools  were  kej)t  in  the  town,  as  the  inliabitants  in- 
creased in  tlie  different  pans  of  it.  An  entry,  of  the  following 
tenor,  is  made  in  the  book  of  selectmen's  orders,  in  the  year  1G82. 
*'The  selectmen  n2;rced  with  Gooduil'e  Mirrick  to  encourage  her 
in  the  good  work  of  training  up  rhiuh  en  and  teaching  chihh'en  to 
read  that  she  should  have  od.  a  week  for  every  child  that  she  takes 
to  perform  this  exctllent  work  for."  The  defect  of  schooling,  for 
the  first  forty  years  afier  the  loun  v.as  settled,  is  apparent,  in  the 
number  ol  jiersons  uho  couhl  iiot  write  their  names,  and  in  the 
very  great  nimibcr  of  bad  wi'iters  anfl  spellers.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  i])e  In-t  cenitirv,  j  rovlsicn  has  been  made  for  sup- 
porting public  schools  ;  ami  wiiii  very  short  intermissions,  a  gram- 
mar school,  as  well  as  o;liers,  ha\  e  been  kept. 

There  is  one  other  subji  ct  in  die  early  hisiory  of  the  town,  upon 
which  information  niighl  l;e  Lra;l!\  ing  to  the  inhabitants — that  of 
roads  and  bridL'cs  ;  iind  ti;eie  is  no  one  subject  n:ore  involved  ii. 
iincertaint}-.  'i'he  tou  n  designated  the  selectmen,  or  other  per- 
sons, to  lay  out  hijhuays  and  roads.  For  many  years  there  was 
no  county  auihoriiy  ;  and  ai'ier  county  courts  were  established, 
the  records  for  oO  or  U.)  \eais,  aie  not  to  be  found.  A  sitrveyor's 
compass  was  not  used  here,  for  die  first  GO  or  70  years.  The 
momunents  referred  to  in  laying  the  roads,  were  most  of  them 
perishable.    It  is,  therefore,  very  difricult  to  trace  an  old  road., 
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unless  it  has  been  new  laid.  The  road  through  the  street,  is  only 
incidentally  mentioned.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  starting  point, 
on  vvhicii  all  the  house  lots  were  bonndecL  It  was  to  extend  from 
against  Mr.  Pynchoii's,  downwards,  4  rods  from  the  east  side  of 
the  broolc,  till  tlie  brook  passes  into  the  meadow,  opposite  the 
house  of  widow  Marble.  This  road  was  coniinued  to,  and  tbroiigli 
the  Longmeadow.  At  first,  only  40  rods  of  ground  were  reserved 
fertile  meeting  house.  In  February,  1G44,  a  purchase  was  made 
of  two  acres  and  a  half,  for  a  training  pLice,  which  was  afterwards 
appropriated  for  a  bur}ing  ground,  and  is  still  used  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  two  rods  were  appropriated  to  go  to  the  meeting  house. 
This  was,  from  time  to  time,  enlarged.  A  road  of  one  and  a  half 
rods,  at  first,  was  made  to  the  training  place,  whicii  was  soon  in- 
creased to  two  rods,  and  afterwards  farther  widened.  The  pas- 
sages through  the  meadow,  east  of  the  street,  were  difficult,  and 
it  was  long  before  they  became  very  good.  At  first,  there  was  an 
order  that  a  highway,  two  rods  wide,  should  be  laid  out  through 
the  hassikey  incacfow,  where  State  street  now  is. 

Among  ilie  duties  of  tiie  surveyors,  is  designated  that  of  making 
ahorse  way  across  the  meadow,  to  the  bay  path  ;  and  in  the  year 
1648,  it  was  "agreed  by  the  town,  that  those  who  would  join,  to 
make  a  cart  way  there,  should  have  libeity  to  bar  it  up,  and  to 
take  4(f.  a  load  of  any  that  cart  over  that  way  who  have  not  join- 
ed in  making  it." 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  trace  of  the  laying  out,  or 
making  of  the  road  to  the  Bay,  as  it  was  called,  or  the  road  to 
Boston.  That  what  is  called  the  old  bay  road,  was  made  and 
used  very  early,  is  very  evident,  from  various  occasional  re-, 
ferences  to  it,  in  the  records  *  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
all  the  roads  at  and  near  the  centre  of  \he  settlement,  were  made 
very  narrow  ;  in  some  instances,  only  two  rods  wide,  and  in  no 
case,  exceeding  four  rods.  But  the  roads  at  a  distance  Irom  the  • 
setuement,  were  made,  in  several  insiances,  twenty,  in  oihors  ten, 
and  in  no  case,  less  than  eigljt  rods  wide.  This  is  to  be  account- 
ed for,  only  by  a  reference  to  their  habits  and  customs.  'YUe 
streets  in  the  ceiure  were  narrow,  because  they  esteemed  the  land 
too  valuable,  or  the  difficulty  of  niaking  wide  roads  too  great,  to  be 
very  broad  ;  and  the  roads  more  remote,  were  left  wide  to  accom- 
modate the  inhabitants  with  pasturing.  This  reason  is,  in  several 
instances,  expressly  assigned  lor  l.-i)  ing  the  roads  so  broad.  It 
was  a  part  of  their  conimon  law,  wiiatever  might  be  the  opinion 
courts  and  lau'i/crs,  that  liie  inhabitants  had  a  rij^hi  to  turn  their 
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cattle  on  to  the  commons  and  roads.  It  is  not  wore,  than  40  or 
50  years,  since  it  was  a  very  extensive  practice  for  frinners  to  turr. 
their  cattle  on  to  the  comrnons  in  the  spring,  and  to  take  them 
liocne  in  aul'jmn.  Usually,  t!iis  was  done  at  the  opening  of  the 
common  fields,  in  October.* 

Before  proceeding  witli  the  history  of  die  town,  it  may  be  prop- 
er to  notice  tlie  subject  of  the  contest  i>etween  I\rassachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  respecting  certain  parts  of  tlie  town  of  Springfield. 
I  have  already  stated  thi.t  Enfield,  Snfiield,  and  Somers,  were 
originally  settled  as  a  part  of  Springfield,  and  under  IMassachusetts 
jurisdiction.  Not  only  these  towns,  but  a  considerable  portion  of 
Wilbraham,  Longmeadow,  Wc-t  Spvingfieid,  and  Southwick,  were 
claimed  by  Connecticut.  This  claim  was  resisted  on  the  part  of 
Massachusetts.  The  state  of  the  controversy  has  been  very  much 
misunderstood,  and  in  some  instances,  much  misrepresented  by 
those  v»ho  oucrh.t  to  have  known  better.  7'he  whole,  however, 
having  been  now  amicably  adjusied  between  the  two  states,  it  is 
no  further  important  than  as  matter  of  history  :  and  it  may  be 
material  that  the  conduct  of  those  concerned,  should  be  vindica- 
ted from  aspersion  and  misrepresentation. 

After  various  fruitless  attempts,  an  agreement  between  the  two 
state  governments  was  made  in  1713,  that  the  charter  line  should 
be  rim  in  a  way  agreed  upon  ;  and  that,  let  the  charter  line  pass  in 
one  place  or  another,  certain  touns  mentioned,  which  had  been 
settled  by  Massachusetts,  should  belonc;  to  that  province,  and  cer- 
tain others  to  Connecticut ;  and  thai  an  equivalent  should  be  given 
in  other  lands.  As  the  line  was  then  run,  it  took  a  part  of  what  is 
now  Wilbraham,  Longmeadow,  West  Springfield,  and  Southwick, 
with  all  the  lands  south  of  them,  into  Connecticut  ;  and  the  line  ac- 
cording- to  the  agreement  was  estabiished,  and  monuments  erected. 
This  running  was  ratified,  and  Connecticut  received  a  grant  of 
equivalent  lands,  and  sold  them  ami  received  the  avails  ;  .part  o. 
which  constitute  a  portion  of  Yale  college  funds.  Iliis  line,  as 
thus  ratified,  was  ac(iuie.-ced  in,  and  die  jurisdiction  over  the  pur- 
chased and  ceded  territory,  coniinued  as  before,  to  be  CAercised 
by  Massarhuseits,  till  about  the  year  1748.  At  this  period,  the 
towns  of  Enfield.  Snfiii  111,  and  Somers,  united  with  Connecticut 
The  claim  of  Mnssacbusetls  to  them  was  formally  renounced  to 
Suffield,  and  a  part  (A  Southwick,  in  the  year  1803  ;  and  her  claim 
to  the  other  part  of  Somhwick,  then  in  dispute,  and  also  to  the 
whole  of  West  Sprin;:field,  was  confirmed  by  Connecticut.  Oh 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  the  right  to  the  towns  of  Somers  and 
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Enfield,  was,  in  1S26,  coded  to  Connecticut,  and  the  il2;ht  to  tliat 
oart  of  Wilbralmtn  and  I^ong'iieadow,  which  was  south  of  the  col- 
ony line,  confirmed  to  Massacfiusetts.  Tlie  most  ancient  grants 
of  land  in  Enfield  and  Suiiield,  are  to  be  found  only  in  tlic  records 
here  and  at  Boston. 

Having  made  "such  observations  as  have  occurred  to  me,  in  re- 
lation to  the  more  ancient  regulaiions,  I  proceed  with  tlse  history 
of  the  town. 

Soon  after  the  Rev.  ^Ir.  Brev/er  was  settled  here,  the  people  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  feeling  the  inconvenience  of  passing  the 
river  in  a  boat,  to  meeting,  upon  application  to  the  General  Court 
HI  the  year.  1G96,  were  incorporaied  as  the  second  parish  in 
Springfield,  with  a  provision  that  the  lands  in  the  common  field, 
should  be  taxed  either  in  \he  first  or  second  parish,  as  ihey  were 
owned.  Very  soon  afterwards  they  settled  a  minister,  and  built 
a  meeting  house. 

In  tlie  year  1713,  Longmeadow  was  incorporated  as  a  separate 
parish,  by  the  name  of  the  third  parish,  including  ail  that  part  of 
the  tov/n  south  of  a  line  running  east  from  the  mouth  of  Pecow- 
sick.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  they  proceeded  to  build  a  meet- 
ing house,  and  in  171G,  settled  a  minister. 

'Soon  after  the  decease  of  the  Rev  >]r.  Brev;er,  the  first  parish, 
in  1734,  votetJ  to  settle  the  Rev.  Robert  Breck.  This  measure 
created  the  most  bitter  and  violent  animosities.  The  majorit}^  of 
the  church  and  people  were  warmly  attached  to  liim  ;  a  resjiectablc 
minority  in  both,  were  very  much  opposed  to  him.  The  contest 
on  the  subject  involved  not  only  the  clergy,  far  and  near,  but  the 
civil  authority  of  tlie  county  and  of  the  province.  The  principal 
objections  were  to  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Bieck's  theological  sen- 
timents. i\Iost  of  the  neighboring  clergy  were  against  him.  Af- 
ter various  attempts  to  procure  his  ordination,  he  was  finally  set- 
tled in  the  beginning  of  the  year  173G.  He  published  his  confes- 
sion of  laith,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Coo[)er's  ordination  sermon. 
Jud;rin2;  from.  that,  and  candor  oui^ht  to  induce  a  belief  that  he 
then  published  liis  real  sentiments,  it  would  seem  that  even  strict 
Calvinists  could  not  object  to  his  creed.  Those  who  were  most 
active  in  opposing  him,  were  soon  reconciled,  and  many  of  them 
became  his  warm  friends-.  During  his  long  ministry,  the  church 
and  parish  were  well  united  in  hini. 

That  part  of  the  lown  which  is  now  Wilbraham,  was  not  im- 
proved so  early  as  other  parts  not  better  for  cultivation.  This 
was  owing,  in  some  dei^rce,  at  least,  to  the  lots  being  laid  out  in 
such  long  and  narrow  strips.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  first  set- 
tlements were  begun  in  1731.    They  had  so  much  increased,  anfl 
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%b  grent  was  the  distance  from  the  coiui  c  of  the  old  parish,  tb.at  lil 
1740,  they  were  incorporated  us  ilje  fourth  parish  in  Sprini^field. 
This  parish  embraced  only  the  second  and  tliird  divisions  of  the 
outward  commons.  It  was  commonlv  known  by  the  name  of  the" 
mountain  parish,  or  Springfield  mo:!niains.  In  the  year  1741, 
they  settled  a  minister,  and  in  174S,  built  a  meeting  house. 

In  the  year  1750,  the  first  parish  bein'^  about  to  build  a  new  meet- 
ing house,  the  f  )rmer  one  not  being  large  enough,  the  people  in 
the  north  part  of  the  town,  on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  river, 
were  incorporated  into  a  separate  pai  ish,  by  the  name  of  the  fifth, 
or  Chicopee  parish.  The  general  boundary  on  tiie  east  side  of 
Connecticut  river,  was  Cliicopee  river.  In  1742,  a  minister  was 
settled,  and  soon  afterwards,  a  meeting  house  built  in  that  parish, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  In  the  year  1757,  the  south  west 
part  of  the  town  was  made  a  parish,  by  the  name  of  the  sixth  par- 
ish. Tills  included  what  is  now  A'zgawam,  or  Feedinghills  ;  and 
in  1762,  a  minister  was  settled  tliere.  The  same  provision  was 
then  made  with  regard  to  the  taxation  of  the  lands  in  the  mead- 
ows, or  common  field,  as  had  been  adopted  when  the  second  par- 
ish was  incorporated. 

In  the  year  17G3,  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  including  the 
mountain  parish  and  half  a  mile  west  of  it,  was  made  a  district  by 
the  name  of  Wilbral]am,  having  all  the  powers  of  a^own,  except- 
ing the  privilege  of  sending  a  representative,  in  which  they  were 
to  unite  with  Springfield. 

For  many  years,  the  town  had  existed  in  great  harmony,  and 
as  few  local  or  sectional  disseniifms  aiui  jcaloesies  appeared,  in  the 
transaction  of  public  business,  as  arc  e\er  found.  Tiie  public  bu- 
siness was  transacted  at  the  ceniic  ol  the  first  paris^h,  and  gener- 
ally, the  jHibhc  oflirei  s  chosen  from  tl.c  various  pails  of  the  town. 
The  public  town  olitce^  were  all  kept  at  the  centre  of  fhe  first 
parish.  For  some  years,  however,  before  the  year  1773,  it  was 
apparent  that  the  seeils  of  di-semion  were  sown  ;  and  they  sprung^ 
up  from  time  to  time.  The  method  of  dividing  the  school  money, 
the  plan  of  holding  town  m(>etings,  and  of  keepiiis:  the  grammar 
school,  were  subjects  of  contest.  Tiie  [)aris[i  of  Longmeadow, 
and  those  on  the  west  r^kle  of  Connecticut  river,  united  against  the 
first  parisii.  Cliic()j)ee  was  divided.  In  transactii  g  the  ordinary 
town  business,  parties  were  nearly  balanced  :  commonly  there  was 
a  small  mnjority  against  the  first  parish.  In  choosing  representa- 
tives, Wilbraham  united  with  the  first  parish,  and  made  a  niajority. 
Contention,  wlienex  ei-  any  efi'orts  were  made  to  transact  town  bu- 
siness, became  constant  and  violent.  For  a  year  or  two,  the  town 
meetings  were  holdcn  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  the  town 
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recorrls  kept  there.  In  one  instance,  wlien  llie  choice  of  mnnicl- 
pal  officers  was  atlemptod,  aliur  spending  four  days,  only  a  part  of 
them  were  chosen. 

It  was  very  evident  that  ilie  inliabitants  could  not  proceed  har- 
moniously together.  Probably,  all  parties  werp  to  bl  ;une.  AVhen 
a  poll  was  req  lired  upon  every  vote,  a  permanent  session,  to 
transact  the  business  coai  nonly  done  in  one  day,  would  be  re- 
quisite. Various  proposals  were  made,  and  at  length,  at  the  re- 
commendation of  the  more  moderate  and  judicious,  •  from  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  town,  a  vote  was  passed  to  submit  the  case  to 
three  impartial  and  respectable  mon,  from  a  distance.  They 
were  the  Hon.  Era^tus  Wolcoit,  of  Windsor;  William  Williams, 

of  Hatfield  ;  anrl  Joseph  Root,  E^q.  of  .    'i'lie  referees 

met,  and  after  a  full  hearing  of  all  pnrlies,  they  made  known  their 
judgment,  that  the  town  should  be  divided  into  two  towns,  by 
Connecticut  river  ;  s'ating  the  ter.iis  on  which  that  division 
should  be  made,  providing,  as  had  been  before  done  in  regard  to 
the  parishes,  that  the  lands  in  the  common  field,  or  meadow,  should 
be  taxed  in' the  town  in  which  the  owner  lived.  They  also  re- 
commended that  the  north  east  part  of  the  town  should  be  made 
into  a  separate  town  ;  and  declared  that  it  was  not  expedient  that 
any  other  division  should  take  place.  When  this  ri'port  was  made 
known  to  tlie  town,  it  was,  by  a  major  votr,  rejected  ;  and  the 
town  determined  to  oppose  such  a  division.  Upon  the  petition 
of  the  first  parish,  the  Cieneral  Court,  after  a  full  hearing,  carried 
into  effect  this  report  ;  and  in  February,  1773,  West  Spriiiglield 
was  incorporated  into  a  separate  town,  upon  the  tenr.s  recommen- 
ded. Ludlow  was  also  made  a  separate  town  at  the  same  time. 
Ludlow  included  all  that  part  of  the  outward  commons  which  lay 
northerly  of  Chicopee  river,  and  all  the  land  north  of  that  river, 
extending  one  mile  and  an  half  west  of  the  outv.  ard  commons. 

I  have  stated  the  facts  in  this  case,  because  some  have  repre- 
sented the  transaction  as  an  extraordinary  one.  Ji  l;as  been  said, 
that  tlie  majority  were  set  off  into  a  new  town,  at  liie  request  of  a 
minority.  This  is  not  true  :  Springfield  then  contained  more  in- 
habitants than  \\  e^^t  Springfield.  Tlie  terms  of  divi-ion,  especial- 
ly as  to  the  riglu  of  taxing,  have  been  sr.id  to  be  unjust.  Neither 
is  tliis  true  :  the  land  in  the  general  rmld,  owned  on  die  east  siu'e 
of  the  river,  were  generally  in  the  actual  occupation  ol'  the  owner ; 
and  in  the  mode  of  access,  and  cultivation,  and  gettiuj;  tlie  crops, 
usually  practised,  they  passed  through  no  other  part  of  the  town, 
and  had  no  b^mefits  of  their  roads,  sciiools,  eye  Excepting  the 
inconvenience  of  passing  the  river,  they  were  as  near  tlic  owners, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  many  instances,  as  to  the  seiile- 
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iiients  on  tlie  we«t.  Tn  many  cases,  tho  lands  were  laid  out,  and 
al<vays  occiipir  d  ;is  Tpp'^uLii^es  to  tlio  iioase  lois  -  ai  tlie  east  side 
of  the  river.  Tint,  inclndins;  a  p;ii  t  ijf  the  inhabitants  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  a  nvijority  of  ilic  town  were  against  a  division, 
must  be  admitied. 

The  bitterness  which  this  division  occasioned,  lasted  for  several 
years.  An  aheraiion  was  made  in  the  law  in  regaid  to  taxes,  and 
1  beheve,  the  towns  are  now  as  uinch  in  peace  as  oihcr  towns.  In 
the  year  1783,  Longmeadow  was  made  into  a  se])arale  town,  by 
the  parish  hnrs. 

During  tlie  revohjtionary  war,  the  town  did  not  very  much  in- 
crease. It  feh,  in  commoti  with  the  country  in  general,  the  pres- 
sm'e  of  the  strn<rL:!e  for  independence.  ili\t  in  that  period,  a  foun- 
dation was  laid  for  mnch  of  its  sni)seqiienl  increase  and  present 
prosperity.  In  the  titT}e  of  t!ie  wai-,  this  was  a  recruitins:  post  and 
a  reiid(  zvous  for  soUJIers.  Beinc;  centraiiy  situated  easy  of  ac- 
cess, and  at  the  same  time  so  far  inland  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
sudden  invasions  of  the  enemy,  it  was,  early  in  the  war,  fixed  upon 
as  a  suitable  place  for  makingand  repairing  the  various  munitions  of 
war,  and  a  depot  for  mi'iiary  stores.  At  first,  tfie  wliole  was  con- 
fined to  3Jain  stieet.  The  various  ariificers  emjjloyed,  liad  their 
shops  where  thf-y  could  fiud  a  convenicMn  place,  and  resided  them- 
selves in  that  part  of  the  town.  'I'he  laboratory  for  cartridges,  and 
for  the  various  fire  works  {Manufactured  (mi  sucli  occasions,  w  as  in  the 
barn  then  owned  by  iv)enezt'r  Srehl'iiis,  on  tlie  pljcc  now  ow^ned 
by  Dr.  Kingsbury,  south  of  Fc^ius  Sicbbins'.  After  two  or  three 
years,  the  public  works  were  re:noved  on  to  the  hill,  where  tliej 
now  are.  .  Tin's  was  done  gradually,  iu  the  years  177S  and  1779, 
as  accom  norlations  coidd  l>e  f  xmd.  .\i  first,  with  the  exception 
of  the  powder  maLc-izinc,  the  w  hole  of  the  public  buildinc;s  were 
placed  upon  a  srpiare  of  tei^  acres,  on  the  land  apjjropri  't^-'d  by 
the  town  for  a  traiiiin<^  field.  .A  few  caunon  uere  casi  here  during 
that  war,  but  no  small  arms  wore  maiuif  ictured  till  after  the  peace 
ol  1783.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  workmen  employed  were 
discharged,  and  tlie  arsenals,  magazine  and  shops,  were  left  in  the 
charge  of  a  store  kt  ep-  r. 

When  the  object  of  m  iking  arms  was  under  consideration  of 
tin*  natiixjal  govi-rnmcnt.  m  the  year  171)4,  (he  conv  enieiice  of 'he 
place,  and  liie  ar>eu;ds,  magazines  and  .^[jops,  already  here,  were 
a  S'.fiicient  induceuient  to  t-staldish  the  national  armory  here  : 
This  was  done.  At  di;:<'rcut  periods  since  that  time,  lands  have 
been  purch'ased,  and  eici  ti.Mis  made,  for  the  pid)lic  accommoda- 
tion. Tins  establisbmeiM  w  iihout  question,  been  one  great 
source  of  the  prosperity  ofiiic  town. 
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But,  in  the  chpqnorod  scenes  of  life,  we  have  presented  to 
view  some  sliade,  as  well  as  sunshine.  The  virions  Iransaciions 
which  took  place  here,  in  the  atieinpt  forcibly  to  prevent  the  e\e- 
cuiion  of  the  laws,  OMs^lit  not  to  h-  unnoticed.  Tiioui^h  ir  nir^ht 
be  necessary  and  exp-^dient.  under  tlie  then  existing  circnnistanccSj 
forcibly  to  stop  the  sitting  of  the  courts  of  Justice,  in  the  year  177  1, 
yet  ii  had  a  tendency,  and  in  some  instances  pioduced  the  ellect, 
to  unhinge  p^^oplc's  ninds,  and  to  generate  a  sj>irit  of  insubordina- 
tion. Ttie  people,  at  the  close  of  tlje  revoluiionary  war,  in  liiis 
part  of  the  country,  were  very  heavily  burdened.  Their  debts 
were  great,  and  taxes  enormous.  The  different  times  and  occa- 
sions, when  an  armed  and  organized  Ibrce  was  seen  in  our  streets, 
to  prevent  the. regular  administration  of  justice,  irom  the  year  1783 
to  1736,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  .-letail.  I  think,  hov/ever,  it 
would  be  i  iiproper  to  pass,  without  notice,  some  of  the  events  con- 
nected with  this  town,  tliat  look  place  at  what  is  called  die  insur- 
rection, or  Shay's  insurrection.  Passing  over  what  had  occurred 
before,  in  the  winter  of  the  year  1787,  large  bodies  of  men,  uere 
collected  frojn  various  quartei-s.  organized  as  a  milii;iry  force. 
Daniel  Shays  assumed  the  general  command.  From  various 
quarters,  the  insurgents  all  seemed  to  be  ceiUred  at  Springfield. 
Sliays  himself,  had  the  command  of  a  laige  l)ody  collected  east- 
ward of  this  town.  L-ike  Day  had  also  a  large  force  in  West 
Springfield.  A  third  pirlv,  under  Eli  Parsons,  v.'erc  at  Chicopee. 
The  object  was,  beyond  doubt,  to  possess  themselves  of  the  mili- 
tary stores  and  arms,  at  the  arsenal  here.  In  arms  and  amnmiii- 
tion  they  were  quite  deficient.  A  considerable  force,  by  order  of 
government,  under  tlie  command  of  M;ijor  Ci'eneral  Shepard,  was 
stationed  at  the  stores,  with  orders  to  defend  and  protect  them.  . 

The  plan  of  Shays  was,  that  all  three  of  these  bodies  should, 
from  diifercnt  quarters,  at  the  same  time,  attack  the  troops  at  the 
arsenal.  This  was  good  policy  ;  and  had  it  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect, the  town  might  have  been  destroyed,  or  greatly  injured. 
Nothing  so  much  like  impending  destruction,  liad  taken  place  s^i'ice 
the  buriung  of  the  town,  by  the  Indians.  But  the  same  i<md 
Providence  that  had  before  mercilnily  interposed,  now  turned  the 
wise  counsel  into  ioolishness.  Shays  sent  a  message  to  Parsons 
and  Day,  informing  them  that  he  sliould  be  at  the  stores,  at  an  ap- 
pointed hour  of  the  next  day,  and  requesting  them  to  meet  him 
there.  Day,  for  some  reason  now  unknown,  or  without  reason, 
sent  back,  lliat  he  should  not  be  ready  to  go  that  day,  but  wocdd 
be  there  the  next.  Da\'s  message  was  intercepted,  and  the  mes- 
senger detained,  though  unknown  to  either  ol  them. 
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At  the  time  appointful,  nolv,lths(aiidiri:^  repeated  cautions  and 
assurances  from  Slicpai  d,  that  his  ;ij)j)i(:;ach  would  be  treated  as  a 
hostile  attack,  Siiays  with  liis  parlv  iii  close  column,  drew  near 
the  arsenal,  and  was  fired  upon  hy  Shepard,  and  the  party  soon 
dispersed.  Day  and  his  p;niV;  in  the  meantime,  weie  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  proceedin2:^  here.  Thou2;h  the  distance  was  not 
more  tlian  two  miles,  in  a  dhcct  line,  the  lirini;  of  the  cannon  was 
not  iicard,  or  noticed,  at  West  Sprincificld.  Tiie  inhabitants  of 
this  town  had  most  of  them  removed  :  many  of  them  were,  a 
second  time,  induced  to  flee  in  the  dead  of  ni:zht ;  but,  in  fact,  tliere 
was  no  danger. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  unpleasar.i  ()ccurrences  in  our  liistory. 
To  see  bre:hren  and  neicihbors  in  lios  ile  array  a^rainst  each  other, 
and  a  civil  war  comniencimr,  was  most  dis'.rcs-ing;.  Happily,  it 
terminated  w'thout  much  b!ooiish»'(l  :  and  Ih:  wiio  can  brine;  good 
out  of  evil,  so  overruled  it.  that  this  insurrection  aided  to  lead  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

There  is  one  other  event  in  our  history,  uhicli  I  may  notice; 
which  is,  the  removal  of  all  the  courts  from  this  place,  to  North- 
ampton, in  the  year  1793.  This  town  had,  from  tlie  first  settle- 
ment, been  a  place  for  the  administration  of  justice.  After  the 
connty  was  formed,  a  part  of  the  courts  had  alwa}  s  been  holden 
here,  "'his  event,  it  v\as  supposed,  would  have  an  unfavorable 
effect  upon  the  town.  It  was  considered  tliat  the  removal  of  courts 
from  a  [)lace  where  they  had  Ion;:  been  liolden,  and  where  busi- 
ness was  arranged  w-itli  tliat  view,  would  be  prejudicial,  even  though 
it  were  admitted  that  the  origitu^l  establishment  of  them  in  a  place 
mi2;ht  be  injurious.  It  is  diiilculi  to  determine  what  the  actual 
consequences  were  ;  (or  the  Armory  was  fust  established  the 
year  after,  and  coniribuied  to  ))ievent  any  injurious  eifects  from 
being  apparent.  The  re-establishment  ol  courts  here,  in  1813, 
shews  very  plainlv,  that  the  town  has  not  sustained  injuiy,  by 
again  becoming  a  shire  town.  * 

'  •  '  ♦u:-  loivn  l)nd  in  etlecting  the  settlements 

.  '  *'^'^«-"  into 

the  settlement  at  iNorin  III. 

inhabitants  of  Snriniificld,  and  others,  in  the  year   

Pvnchon  and  Mr-  Holyoke,  two  of  the  petitioners,  with  Samuel 
Cliapin,  were  appointed  to  lay  out  the  lands  at  Marwolluck,  or 
Nanatuck,  for  it  is  spelt  both  ways,  either  on  the  west  side,  or. 
east  side  of  the  river,  not  appropriating  more  than  100  acres  to 
one  person.  This  was  done,  and  in  1654,  a  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  agents  was  made.    They  settled  tlic  west  side  of  the 
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river.  Whether  there  were  many  actual  settlers  renv>v'ed  thltlier 
from  this  place,  1  have  not  asceriainefl.  Pynrlion  had,  however, 
large  grants  of  land  lliere.  He  was  the  a^etit  to  hny  of  the  Indi- 
ans, and  one  of  the  superinfcndanls  of  the  plantation,  for  several 
years.  Hadley,  at  first  eniljracini:  both  sides  of  the  river,  was  in 
the  course  of  a  year  or  two  afterwards,  disposed  of  in  the  same 
way.  In  regard  to  Vvesifield,  Eaifiu!d.  and  Sufijold,  the  case  was 
somewht.t  dilTcrent.  As  these  places  were  a'lnexed  to  Sfjringficld, 
and  composed  a  part  thereof,  the  town,  from  time  to  time,  made 
grants  of  land  to  individuals. 

As  to  Westtield,  tlie  earhest  that  1  find  of  any  grant,  is  Januar}- 
7,  1655,  when  a  grant  was  ma 'e  to  several  persons,  of  lands  at 
Woronoco  ;  and  l!ie  town  agreed  that  the  lands  there  should  be 
rated  only  half  so  much  as  in  the  other  parts  of  the  town,  for  6 
years.  In  the  year  IGGo,  still  larther,  and  more  extensive  grants 
were  made  there,  both  on  the  northerly  and  southerly  side  of  the 
river,  upon  condition  t!?e  grantees  build  and  settle  thereon,  in  one 
year,  and  reside  there  four  }'ears.  Some  of  these  giants  were  to 
persons  from  Windsor,  but  most  of  them  iVom  Springfield.  That 
town  was  incorporated  April  14,  1G70.  A  committee  was  appoint- 
ed b\  the  town  of  Springfield,  to  lay  it  out,  and  grant  out  house 
lots.  At  first,  it  was  only  G  miles  sfpiare,  or  equivalent  thereto, 
making  the  line  9  miles  one  way.  This  was  confirmed  by  the 
General  Court. 

Sev  eral  of  the  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  had  grants  of  land  on 
the  way  to  Windsor.  The  earliest  that  I  find,  is  in  the  year  1GG4. 
In  1669,  a  number  of  grants  were  made.  It  is  staled,  that  if  it 
were  wqW  ordered  and  managed,  the  land  about  Stony  river  migiit 
make  a^/zc  villarre,  or  small  plantation.  In  1670,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  several  iidiabitants  of  Springfield,  the  court  grant  a  tract  of 
6  miles  square,  for  a  plantation,  or  township  ;  j>rovided  that  in  5 
year*  there  be  20  iamdies  ;  and  tl  at  they  procure  some  able  and 
faithfid  nnnister,  and  maintain  him  there.  I\ir.  Pynchon  and  five 
other  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  were  authorized  to  divide,  allot 
and  grant  out  the  lands  tliere. 

I'hou^h  grants  of  land  by  the  town  of  Springfield,  were  made 
nmcli  earlier  and  n^ore  extensively  at  Freshwaicr,  or  Enfield, 
than  at  Sufiield,  it  happened  that  Enfield  was  incorporated  at  a 
later  period.  This  was  done  in  the  year  1GS3,  upon  the  petition, 
as  the  record  states,  of  Springfield  proprietors,  exiendmg  six 
miles  down  Conr.ccticut  l  iver,  Irom  the  niouth  of  Longmeadow 
brook,  and  cartel  Iv  ten  miles  Irom  the  river.  IMajor  l\\ncl!on  and 
others,  were  aulhui  r/ed  to  giant  out  lots  and  admit  inhabitants. 

The  order  of  the  General  Court,  in  regard  to  INorwoituck, 
[Hadley,]  is  worth  noticing.    It  is  staled,  that  "the  persons  peti- 
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lioning  to  remove  into  this  colony,  had  begun  to  remove  into  Nor- 
Avoiiuck,  and  iniule  some  beginning;  in  murd  to  a  pliin-aiion  on 
the  cast  side  of  tlie  river,  in  order  to  a  plantation,  and  that  tiiere 
are  many  desirable  peisons  havin'^;  a  ^roat  wish  to  go  nlong  with 
them,  who  may  in  time  be  joined  to  thai  clinrcli  ;  for  tiieir  mrdier 
help  in  the  ministry  wiieieby  ihey  are  cnalJed  not  only  to  carry 
on  a  town  bnt  ch-irch  work  iilso,  the  court  grant  their  de>ire 
and  appoint  persons  to  lay  out  the  town  so  as  shall  be  most 
suitable  for  the  coliabitatiou  ami  full  .^njiply  of  those  people,  that 
this  wilderness  m<iy  be  popnla  r>d,  and  ihe  main  ends  of  our  com- 
ing into  these  parts  proujoted." 

Jn  reviewing  the  history  of  the  town,  while  there  have  been  a 
good  proporiion  of  persons  of  respccmble  talc.rs  and  education,  I 
can  point  to  no  one  who  has  attained  O.w  highest  r.mk.  John 
Pynchon,  Esq.  may,  |3ei'hap5,  with  one  exre])iion,  be  considered 
as  more  above  his  fellows,  than  any  otiier  of  the  inhabitants.  He 
was  born  in  England,  and  wus  a  cljild  v.  hen  his  father  came  to  this 
country.  Where  he  was  educated,  is  to  me  unknown.  He  was 
distinguishe  1  in  peace  and  in  war.  He  seems  to  have  been  more 
employed  as  a  negociator  with  the  Indians,  than  any  other  one. 
He  was  long  a  magistrate  and  assistant,  and  many  years  a  judge. 
Perh.aps  he  was  more  co  fided  in  by  the  town,  tiian  any  oiher 
man.  In  the  town  records,  and  also,  in  the  county  court  records, 
he  is  spoken  of  in  the  style  of  *'the  ivors/iipjul  JJnjor,'^  or  ''thu 
worshipful  Major  Pynchon.'^  He  died  in  this  town,  at  an  advan- 
ced age. 

The  exception  niadc  above,  refers  to  the  f'on.  John  Worthing- 
ton.  His  education,  and  the  circnn. stances  ol  the  country,  were 
so  extremely  different  from  that  of  ]\ir.  Pynchon's,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  comj)are  the  two  men.  His  talents,  had  betaken 
the  popular  and  jirevailing  ride,  at  the  commencement  of  the  rev- 
olution, v.  ould  probably,  have  obiaiued  for  him  the  highest  honors 
in  the  state. 

The  town  has  inrrrased,  rot  (  nly  beyond  the  ideas  of  the  first 
associates,  but  lar  br",  (.pd  the  (  xp<ct;Mions  of  man}  (1  the  pres- 
ent gencri.ticn.  Ily  the  la^t  census,  ihere  vcre  wi'.l  in  the  hirils 
of  the  tf  w  n,  as  it  \\::s  in  1 070.  no  less  than  21,581  souls.  ^Mlhin 
The  limits  ol  the  present  loun.  by  the 

Cen^us  of  I TDl ,  there  were  1,574 
1800, 

1-tO,  "  2,7G7 

'*  1820,      "      "  3,914 

May,  1827,  "  5,788 

Piobablv,  at  this  time.  ii:e  population  exceeds  6.000. 
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Tbe  increase  of  inhabitants  is  not  more  remarkable  ibaii  the 
settlements  eastward  ol  tlie  town  brook.  Persons  now  living,  can 
remember  when  the  nu-nber  of  (iwellin2;  i)OLises  on  State  street, 
\yere  only  seven,  and  tiiree  or  four  on  ^laple  street,  and  not  a 
single  one  on  tlie  hill.  On  Main  street,  there  were  but  one  or  two 
houses  east  of  the  brook  :  the  nieadov;  !iad  a  few  shops  on  its 
margin.  Tiie  place  wliere  the  Town  Hall  stands,  was  a  deep 
marsh,  and  tlie  water  was  freqnentlv  standing  there  in  great  depth. 

To  recur  to  the  building  of  this  house,  with  which  I  began.  It 
ought  to  be  recollected,  that  the  town,  more  than  a  century  since, 
conlribuied  largely  to  building  the  old  Court  House,  and  had  a 
right  to  use  it  for  town  purposes.  That  build'-ng  being  so  small 
that  it  could  not  coniaiii  near  all  the  legal  voters  in  the  town,  it 
was  manilestly  proper  that  a  suitable  place  should  be  provided. 
That  this  may  long  continue  a  place  where  the  inhabitants  may 
pea(  eably  assetnble,  and  transact  their  municipal  concerns,  is  most 
fervently  to  be  wished.  Jn  order  to  this,  a  most  important  duty 
devolves  on  you.  In  tracing  the  history  of  the  town,  from  the 
first  to  the  present  hour,  we  may  fairly  claim  that  it  has  been  as 
well  united  as  almost  any  other  place.  Siil!  there  are  some  things 
which,  on  review,  can  afford  no  pleasure.  There  are  some 
dark  spots  in  the  picture.  If  we  wish  tu  avoid  the  mistakes  we,  or 
those  before  us.  have  committed,  and  the  faults  of  which  we  have 
been  guilty,  we  must,  in  concert,  seek  the  things  which  make  for 
peace.  Mutual  concession  must  be  made  ;  jealousies  and  heart- 
burnings must  be  suppressed.  If  a  fire  is  seen  to  be  kiniiling,  it 
must,  without  dela}  ,  be  quenched.  One  section  of  the  town  must 
not  claim  more  than  its  lair  jjroportion  of  advantage.  The  terri- 
tory of  the  town  is  extensive,  and  the  dilTereni  sections  must  feel 
themselves  to  compose  one  u  hole,  and  seek,  not  the  good  of  a 
particular  neighborhood,  but  that  of  the  wk'ole  town.  A  body  so 
numerous  as  the  voters  in  this  town,  cannot  think  alike,  on  all  sub> 
jecis.  A  readiness  to  give  others  the  same  privilege  of  expressing 
freely  their  opinions,  which  we  claim  lor  ourselves,  is  all-impor- 
tant Efforts  to  keep  order  in  ourselves,  and  others,  arc  also  re- 
quisite. Ex[)erience  and  observation  have  taught  us  how  easily 
strife  and  angry  passions  may  be  e\riied,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  the  occasions  ol"  otTence. 

It  is  tlie  right,  and  1  believe,  the  duty  of  all,  as  far  as  they  can, 
to  attend  town  meetings.  I  would  not  go  so  fir  as  to  One  cv<*ry 
one  who  was  absent  without  excuse  ;  but  it  woidd  be  fair  to  in-ist 
that  persons  so  situated,  should  not  rind  fault  with  the  doings  ef 
those  who  do  aiter>d. 
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Our  great  sources  of  expense,  schools,  li!2:liways,  and  the  poor, 
will  demand  much,  and  faithful  attention.  Jn  the  first  settlement 
of  the  country,  our  ancestors  made  tiiem  a  public  diarize,  and 
obliged  every  man,  according  to  his  ability,  to  contribute  liis  pro- 
portion. iMany  plausible  schemes  have  been  devised,  eiiber  for 
throwing  off  ihe  burden  altogether,  or  shifting  it  from  those  "vvho 
ought  to  bear  it.  Were  I  authorized  to  advise,  I  should  say, — 
''Stand  ye  in  the  ways  ;  see  and  a-k  for  the  old  paths  ;  Where 
is  the  good  way  ?    And  walk  therein." 


APPENDIX 


[A.] 

In  a  town  so  extensive  as  this,  for  after  all  that  has  been  lopped 
off,  it  is  about  10  miles  by  7,  it  is  remarkable  that  all  local  inte- 
rests were  so  far  given  up  as  to  induce  an  ag;reenient  to  build  a 
Town  Hall,  with  great  unanimity.  There  were  other  interests, 
and  conflicting  claims  and  jealousies,  quite  as  difficult  to  keep 
quiet,  as  those  resulting  from  local  situation.  Probably  ihe  plan 
which  was  adopted,  was  the  only  feasible  one.  The  building  pro- 
posed to.be  erected,  was,  of  necessity,  to  be  large,  or  it  could  not 
accommodate  the  tovru.  The  town  did  not  require  for  their  use, 
more  than  one  floor.  The  Masonic  bodies  in  the  town  were  desir- 
ous of  erecting  for  themselves,  a  spacious  Hall.  From  the  situa- 
tion of  the  ground,  it  was  convenient  to  have  the  Town  Hall  above 
the  basement  story  :  it  was  therefore  proposed  to  have  a  range  of 
stores  under  the  Town  Hall,  and  to  Iiave  the  Masons  contribute 
towards  the  building,  according  to  the  accommodation  they  should 
have  ;  and  that  the  persons  who  should  contract  to  build,  should 
have  the  cellar  and  basement  story,  towards  a  compensation  for 
building.  In  addition  to  this,  the  old  Town  House  was  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  to  the  hrst  parish,  to  procure  a  title  to  the  ground  on 
which  the  Hall  was  to  stand.  These  various  interests  were  brought 
to  unite  in  the  object,  and  assurances  made  to  secure  their  respec- 
tive rights,  and  the  whole  completed  without  accident  or  conten-^ 
tion.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  with  appropriate  Masonic  cere- 
monies, and  addresses  made  on  the  occasion.  The  building  wa5 
completed  rebruary,  lf!»-^S. 


[B.] 

The  tradition  ^vith  regard  to  building  first  in  Honsemeadow,  is 
rendered  nearly  certain,  bv  an  entry  in  the  resfistry  of  deeds,  made 
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Li»).  B  Fol.  ^0,  by  John  ITolyoke,  tlio  n-oistor,  in  the  year  1079. 
Ill  a  note  exphiiriin x  t!ie  terms  oran  In  haii  doe;!,  he  sav*,  ^'A^a- 
am.  It  is  that  rncailow  on  the  south  of  Auawani  liiver,  where  the 
En£rh>h  (h(l  lirst  huild  a  /tni/se.j  \vhi(  li  Me  now.  coinnionlv  caii  the 
house  meadow,  tl)at  piece  of  irround  it  is  wliieli  ?lie  Indians  do  call 
Ai^awam  and  there  tlie  cnirlish  kept  lh(;ir  resuhmce,  who  tirst  came 
to  settle  and  plant  at  Sprini^lield  now  so  called."  From  the  ex- 
pressions here  used,  *'kept  th»Mr  residence,"  it  seems  that  a  iiouse 
must  have  been  built  there  ;  and  probablv  those  wiio  came  iu  IG'So, 
'lodged  there  ttU  they  went  back  in  the  fall. 


[C] 

**May  the  14th,  10-36  We,  wliose  names  are  underwritten,  be- 
inu  by  (Jod's  Providence,  inuaoed  tog^ether  to  n)ake  a  plantation, 
at  >md  over  a^rainst  Aifaam  on  Conecticot  doe  mutually  airrec  to 
ceriayne  articles  and  orders  to  be  observed  and  kept  by  us  and  by 
our  successors,  excpt  wee  and  every  of  us,  for  ourselves  and  in 
cure  pcr-ons,  shall  ihink  meet  uppon  better  reasons  to  alter  our 
present  resolutions. 

**lly.  Wee  intend,  by  God's  <Trace,  as  soon  as  we  can,  with  all 
convenient  speede,  to  procure  some  Godly  and  faithfull  minister, 
with  whome  we  purpose  to  joyne  iii  church  covenant,  to  walk  in 
all  the  wavs  of  Christ. 

*"2ly.  Wee  intend,  that  our  towne,  shall  be  coni])osed  of  fourty 
familys,  or  if  wee  think  meete  tfter.  to  alter  our  purjiose;  yet  not 
to  exceed  the  nMml)er  of  filty  familys  rich  and  poore. 

*'31y.  That  every  iidinbitant  shall  have  a  convenient  proportion 
for  a  house  lott,  as  we  shall  see  nieeie  for  every  ones  quality  and 
estate. 

*'41y.  That  every  one,  that  hath  a  house  lott,  shall  have  a  pro- 
portion of  tlie  Cow  pasture  to  the  north  of  End  brof)k,  lyino- north- 
Ward  from  the  town  ;  and  also  that  every  one  shall  have  a  share, 
of  the  hassek)/  nwrisfi  over  a<>aynst  his  lott,  if  it  be  to  be  bad,  and 
every  one  to  have  his  j)roportioiial!le  share  of  all  the  woodland. 

*'51y.  That  everv  one,  shall  have  a  share,  of  the  meddow,  or 
planiias:  ground,  over  against  them  as  mgh  as  may  be,  on  T^gaarn 
side. 

*'(51y.  That  th.e  Lontrnieddowe,  called  ^lasacksick,  lyinsf  in  the 
way  to  DorcJ-e-iter*  shall  be  distributed  to  every  man,  as  wee  slinli 
think  meete,  except  w«  e  shall  find  o*her  conveniences,  for  some  tor 
theyre  milch  cattavle,  and  <»ther  cattayle  also. 

*'Tlv.  That  the  meddowe  and  j>asfnrr  c.-dled.  Nouns  towards 
Patuckett,  on  ye  side  of  Agaam,  iyeinge  about  fo\\er  miles  above 

'The  way  to  Dorclieslcr  was,  probablv  ,  to  \\  ind<or,  lli'ju  called  Dorchester. 
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in  trie  ridf,^e  slin.ll  he  rlistrihuted"  [erasure  of  six  and  o  half  lines,] 
*'as  above  said  iii  tiie  fonner  order,  and  this  was  altered  and  willi 
consent  before  tbe  liand>  were  set  to  it. 

"yjy.  That  aJI  rates  tiiat  sball  arise  lipon  tbe  town,  sl»all  be  laved 
upon  Jands,  aceorditior  to  eNcrj  ones  [iroportion,  aker  it)r  aker,'  of 
bowse  b)tts,  and  aker  for  aker  of  meddnw  e,  I)otb  alike  on  ibis  side, 
and  botli  abke  on  tlie  olber  side  ;  and  for  Ihrines,  tbat  sball  ]\e 
fartber  off,  a  less  proportion,  as  wee  sball  after  a^ree  except  wee 
shall  sec  meete  to  remitt  one  half  of  the  rate  from  land  to  other 
estate. 

'•91y.  That  whereas  ]^*r.  William  Pynchon,  Jehue  Burr,  and 
Henry  Smith,  have  constantly  continued  to  prosecute  the  same,  at 
greate  charges,  and  .It  jiieate  personal  adventure,  tbereloie,  it  is 
mutually  a«rreed,  tbat  fourty  acres  of  meddowe,  lyingou  the  south 
of  End  brooke,  under  a  bill  tide,  sball  behmge  to  the  saifl  {;artys 
free  from  ail  cbarges  forever.  That  is  to  say  twenty  akers,  to  Mr. 
\\  illiam  IVnchon,  and  his  heyrcs  and  assigns  forever,  and  ten 
akers  to  Jehue  Burr,  and  ten  akers  to  Henry  Smith,  and  to  their 
lieyres  and  assisrns  forever,  u  hich  said  fojty  akers  is  not  disp(»sed 
to  them  as  any  allotment  of  towne  lands  :  but  they  are  to  have 
their  accommodations  in  all  other  places  notwithstanding. 

*'l01y.  Tbat  whereas  a  bouse  was  built  at  a  comon  charge  which 
cost  £i)  and  also  tbe  Indians  demand  a  grate  some,  to  bye  their 
right,  in  tbe  said  lands,  aird  also  a  greate  shallope,  wbich  was  re- 
quisite for  the  first  planting,  the  value  r»f  wbich  engagements,  is  to 
he  borne  by  each  iidiabitant,  at  theyre  first  (entrance,  as  tliey  shall 
be  rated  by  us  till  the  said  disbursements  shall  lie  satisfied,  on 
else  in  case  tbe  said  bowse  and  boat  be  not  so  satisfyed  for  ;  ilien 
so  much  meddow  to  be  sett  out,  about  ihc  said  bowse  as  may  couun 
tervayle  the  sayd  extraordinary  cbarge. 

*'llly.  It  is  agreed  tbat  no  man  except  Mr.  "William  Pyiiclioa 
shall  have  above  ten  acres  for  his  hou^;e  lot. 

*'l21y.  A  nulled. 

"I31y.  V/hercas  there  are  two  Cowe  pastures,  the  one  lying  to- 
wards Dorclicster,  and  tbe  other  Noi  ihward,  from  End  broc  ke. 
It  is  agreed  that  both  tliese  pastures  sball  not  be  fed  at  once ;  but 
that  tbe  time  sball  l>c;  ordered  by  us,  in  the  disposing  of  it  for 
tymes  and  seasons,  till  it  be  lotted  out  and  fenced  in  severalty. 

'*14!y.  May  IG,  10:30.  It  is  agreed  that  after  this  day,  wee 
shall  observe  this  rule,  about  dividing  of  planting  ground,  and  med- 
dowe,  in  all  planting  ground,  to  regard  chiefly,  persons,  who  arc 
most  apt  to  use  such  ground.  And  in  all  meddowe,  and  pasture, 
to  rcL'^ard  cliielly,  catlel  and  estate,  because  estate  is  like  to  be  im- 
proved in  cattel  and  such  ground  is  aptest  for  their  use.  And  }et 
wee  agree  that  no  person,  iliat  is  master  of  a  lott,  though  be  Iintli 
not  cattel,  shall  have  less  tbnn  three  acres,  of  planting  ground,  and 
Bone  tbat  have  cowes,  steeres,  or  year  olds,  sliall  have  under  one. 
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acre  a  piece,  and  all  horses,  not  less  than  four  akers,  and  this  or- 
der in  dividing"  nicddow  by  catteli,  to  take  place  the  last  of  31ay 
next,  soe  that  all  cattayle  that,  tlien  ajjpeare,  and  all  estates,  that 
shall  then  truly  appeare,  at  .£20,  a  Cow  shall  have  this  proportion 
in  the  medowe,  on  Agawain  side,  and  in  the  large  meadow,  INIa- 
sacksick,  and  in  tiie  other  long  meddowe  called  iSayas,  and  in  the 
pasture  at  the  north  end  of  the  town  called  End  brook. 

*'Ioly.  It  is  ordered,  that  for  the  disposinge,  of  the  hassaky 
marish,  and  the  granting  of  hoinelots,  these  live  men  undernamed, 
or  theyre  Deputys,  are  appoynted,  to  have  full  power,  namely,  Mr. 
Pynchon,  Mr.  Mioliell,  Jeluie  Burr,  William  Blake,  Henry  Smith. 

*'It  is  ordered  that  William  Blake,  shall  have  sixteen  polle,  in 
bredth  for  his  homelott,  and  all  the  marsh  in  bredth  abuttinge  at 
the  em!  of  it,  to  the  next  highland,  and  three  acres  more,  in  some 
other  place. 

"Next  the  lott  of  William  Blake,  Northward  lys  the  lott  of 
Thomas  Woodford,  being  twelve  polls  broade,  and  all  the  marish 
before  it  to  the  upland.  Next  the  lott  of  Thomas  Woodford,  lys 
the  lott  of  Thomas  Ufford,  beinge  fourteen  rod  broade,  and  all  the 
marish  before  it  to  the  upland.  Next  the  lott  of  Thomas  Ufford, 
lyes  the  lott  of  Henry  Smith,  being  twenty  rod  in  breadth,  and  all 
the  marish  betbre  it,  and  to  run  up  in  the  upland  on  the  other  side 
to  make  up  hisu[*land  loit  ten  acres. 

"Next  the  lott  of  Henry  Smith,  lyes  the  lott  of  Jehue  Burr,  be- 
ing twenty  rods  in  breadth,  and  all  the  marish  in  bredth  abuttinge, 
at  the  end  of  it,  and  as  much  upland  ground  on  the  other  side  as 
shall  make  up  his  lott  ten  acres. 

"Next  the  lott  of  Jehue  Burr,  lys  the  lott  of  Mr.  William  Pyn- 
chon, beinge  thirty  rod  in  bredth,  and  all  the  marish  at  the  east 
end  of  it,  and  an  addition,  at  the  further  end,  of  as  much  marish, 
as  make  the  whole  twenty  foure  acres  ;  and  as  much  upland  ad- 
joining, as  makes  the  former  bowse  lott,  thirty  acres  in  all  togeather 
fifty  fowre  acres. 

"Next  the  lott  of  Mr.  Pynchon,  lyes  the  lott  of  John  Cabel, 
fowreteene  rod,  in  breadth,  and  fowre  acres  and  halfe  of  marish  at 
the  end  of  !iis  lott. 

"Next  the  lott  of  John  Cable,  lys  the  lott  of  John  Peader,  beinge 
twelve  rod  in  breadth  and  fowre  acres  and  a  halfe  in  marisli  at  the 
fore  end  of  his  honielot. 

"The  lotts  of  Mr.  I^^atthew  Michell,  Samuel  Butterfield,  Ed- 
mund Wood,  and  Jonas  Wood,  are  t^rdered  to  lye,  adjoining  to 
mill  brooke,  the  whole  being  to  the  number  of  twejity  live  acres, 
to  begin  three  of  them  on  the  greate  river,  and  the  fowrth  on  the 
other  side  of  the  small  river. 

"It  is  ordered  tJiat  for  all  highways,  that  shall  be  thought  neces- 
8ory,by  the  five  men,  abo\e  named,  they  shall  have  liberty  and 
power,  to  lay  them  out.  when  they  shall  see  rneete,  though  it  be 
at  the  end  of  mens  lotis,  givcing  them  alowance  for  so  much  ground. 
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*'We  testifie  to  tho  order  abovesaid  being  all  of  the  first  adven- 
turers and  undertaker-  tor  this  Plantation. 

William  Pvnciion,  The  mark  T  of  Toomas 

Math.  Mitchell,  Ufford, 
Henry  Smith,  John  Cabel." 

The  mark  |  of  Jf:hu  Burr, 

William  Blake, 
EdmUlND  Wood, 
This  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  Henry  Smith,  except  the  two  con- 
cluding lines,  in  Mr.  Pynchon's  hand. 


[D.] 


There  is  no  evidence,  from  the  town  records,  that  IMr.  Mitchell, 
the  two  Woods,  Bhake,  Ufiord,  Reader,  Woodford,  or  Butlerheld, 
remained  here  any  time.  AMien  they  went,  I  liave  no  inforniation. 
From  the  title  given  to  iMitchell,  ''IMr.  Matthew  Mitchell,"  iie  must 
have  been  a  man  of  some  note.  Jehu  Burr,  called  by  some  histo- 
rians, John  Burr,  from  a  mistake  in  readino-  the  old  writing,  was  a 
carpenter.  He  was  here  in  Jan.  1039.  hen  a  voluntary  rate  was 
made  for  Mr.  INloxon's  house,  he  }>aid  a  larger  sum  than  any  other, 
except  Mr.  Pynchon.  In  Jatniary,  1642,  he  seems  to  ha\e  left  the 
place.  A  person  of  that  name  appears  on  tlie  Connecticut  records 
as  a  magistrate  or  dc]>uty. 

A  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  Spring  field,  from  1G36,  to  1C64,  and 
the  lime  of  their  coming. 


1C36       William  Pynchon 
Henrv  Smith 
♦VViliiam  Klakc 
•^Edmund  Wood 
*Thonias  UlTord 
John  Cabel 
*xMaJiht\v  Mitchell 
*SaniUfcl  Dulterfield 
*JaTP.es  Wood 
*John  Reader 
"Thomas  Woodford 

1638  John  Scaric 
Kichard  Everitt 
Tliontas  Korton 
Rev.  Georiie  Moxon 

1639  Tho:>iu«)  Mirrick 
John  Lioward 
Robert  Ashley 
John  Wi.odcock 
John  AUin 
John  Burt 
Henry  Groffory 

1640  Samuel  Hubbard 


REMOA'F.n. 


s6l2 
1653 


164] 


1639 


1652 


1642 


1640 


Elizur  Holyoke 
Will, am  Warriner 
Ih-ms  Burt 
.'Rowland  hfebbins 
TlioniciS  Stebbins  - 
Samuel  W  rigijt  ' 
Rifliard  hikes 
Jofin  Dt-ebie 
1642-3    Samuel  Cliapin  " 
Morgan  J«»lins 
Thomas  Cooj.er 
James  Rridaman 
Alexander  Ldwards 
*John  Dobie 
Roger  Prilr  liard 
Francis  Ball 
John  llarnion 
*W!lliam  V'auirhan 
*M'iJliam  Joss 
Aliien  Mor£;  n 
•Abraliarit  .Aiundon 
Francis  Pepj  cr 
*Jolin  Burrball 
Bbojamiu  Coolcy 


Jan. 
1641-2 


April 
1643. 


May, 
ir>44. 
1645 
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Jan.      John  ^fnuiiows 
1645-G    George  Colton 
Josrpli  Parsons 
Nov.       Jol'n  C'.ivi.c 
1616       J;jm<  s  borne 
Tliornns  Ricve 
Widow  War^iaret  Biiss 
Nathaniel  liiiss 
Thoiuas  Tomson 
Richard  LxcW 
William  Oranch 
Gnffitfi  Jones 
Roice  Bcfiortha 
Hugh  P;;r>ans 
John  Lombard 
*John  fe'carjct 
Geori'-e  Lanpton 
Ijawrenc^!  bliss 
Samuel  U\\>3 
John  r»li.--^ 
it3ol-2    AnlluMiy  Df.ircijcster 
John  Lain!) 
Samuf  l  Marviincld 
John  i)n;nMplon 
Jonath  i!)  j'tiylor 
Rowlund  Thomas 
Tiio:n;iS  Miller 
IGoS-'l    lienjamin  Parsons 


1653-4    Ohadiah  ^^iiiel 
Abel  W  riL^ht 

1C56       Ilu-ij  D(;dley 

William  Brooks 
Sinion  Bcamon 
Samuel  'i'orry 
John  Lamh 
Bciijjiiiiin  3Iun 
*Juhii  Stewart 
Thomas  BannrofL 
Tfioma?!  jN'oble 
*Richard_  .Maund 
Tiromas  Gilbert  ^"^ 
Simon  Market 

1  Cr)8       B  i  e hn  rd  Fe  1 1  o wg 

1659       Brv.  Peletiali  Glovci 
*Ta  lan  Grant 
rsaihi'jiiel  Lty 
Samuel  Ely 

1C60        John  Keep 

Eduard  Poster 
*Thomas  Sewall 

16G4       Tiiomas  Day 
Jolm  Riiey 
John  f'.enryson 
VVilliam  Ilunter 
Jolni  Scott. 


TliosG  with  this  (*)  ratirk,  did  not  remain  jn  town. 


[E.] 

The  actual  grants  of  hou?o  luts.  in  throrifrinn]  setilemrnt  on  the 
street,  as  nsado  ai  lir.-t,  s(»  ihr  a<  thrv  cnn  he  gathered  irom  t)i;^ 
records,  was  as  follows,  hciiir.inng  at  ilie  ^onlh. 


JVames.  Width  nf  (ols. 

John  Lon)hard,  G 
Hugh  Pardons, 
Jonatli.in  Burt, 
Benjamin  Cooley, 
Reicc  iledortha, 
GrifTitli  Jones, 
John  ,Ai;itt!M  %v  =  , 
Jonathan  I'ay  lor, 
Thonins  Thom«;on.  or  > 
Widow  Marijarct  Bliss,  ^ 
George  Li'ngton, 
Nathaniel  BH'^s. 
Nathalie!  Pritchard, 
Joltn  li.Trmon, 
Henry  Bu't. 
Samuel  Wiiglit, 
Rowland  Stehhin?, 
JMorgun  Johns,  only  a  short  dis 

tnnre  ir  front, 
Widow  JJccuU;, 


A,i7nrs.  Width  of  lots. 

John  Gl.;rkp,  8 

AN  \and(  r  P.dwqrds,  8 

Janies  Brid::;-  ati.  at  first  )  q 
Thomas  I  jortr.ri'.s,  ^ 

Thonias  IMirrick,  8 

John  Leon  :rd.  8 

Rohert  Ashley.  8 

Francis  flnll.  lirst  Jolin  Wood-  ) 

cock's,   l)..n?uied    noriii    h\  >  S 

wa^  to  trail  ing  (djue.         '  ) 
Jano  s  ('ireonr\,or   i  homa?  ) 

Slebbitis',  bounded  south  ^.  10 

by  do.                               ^  • 

"Wiiliam  Warriner,  8 

Richard  Sikes,  9 

Rieh.ird  i:.xril,  8 

Sar.mel  (;ha|:in,                 .  8 

Gf'irge  .\U)\(m,  14 

In  \.T\  Mi.iih.  20 

Eiizur  iJolyoke,  SO 
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jVames.  Width  of  lots. 

Wil!ia;n  Pynciion,  3',J 

Thomas  C'lopor,  before  ^  ,  , 

John  Cabel's,  ^ 

John  ■^earlf,  8 

Mifes  Morq.in,  10 

Francis  Pepfjcr,  10 

Siaion  Ceauion,  10  ' 


WuUh  of  li>fS. 

J.)!.:i  •  .-.vart, 

l.J 

Sa  u  i-  l  'r<  rrv, 

10 

H  i-h  Ou  !l.;v, 

10 

O'jadiah  Millor, 

lu 

Silll  »U  Siricft, 

10 

AIm-1  \ri-!it, 

10 

Kichiird  Mautid, 

10 

A  fact  is  meiitionod  in  tlie  addition  to  tlic  last  edition  of  Wtn- 
tlirop's  Join  iial,  to  s!io\v  tliat  tlie  Gcaci  al  Court  of  M;i>sat  hu-.'';ts 
considered  all  the  seltlemcnts  as  :;till  subject  to  theni.  Idi 
montli,'2S.  Warrant  to  the  c  )n.-tab!c  oi*  NV'ateriown  at  (."<Mim  ru- 
cui,  [Wcthcrsfield,]  to  seize  and  inventory,  John  Oldliain's  irood^, 
who  had  been  slain  by  the  Indians,  for  payment  of  his  debts. 

[G.] 

^'1635.  By  the  General  Court  it  was  ordcjed  tluit  there  ^)laII 
be  two  Drakes  lent  to  the  jjlantations  at  Cojieciicott,  to  futiJic 
themselves  withall,  also  six  barrels  of  j)!i\vdt*r.  ('Z  out  ot  ^^attT- 
town,  '2  out  of  Dorefiester,  and  'I  out  of  Iluck?-bury.)  also  'iOO  >hoit, 

with  other  implements,  belonuin^^  to  the   that  mav  c<iis\«  ii- 

iently  bo  spared  all  which  are  to  be  returned  again  upon  dcniaad.e." 

A  Drake  is  a  small  piece  of  A  r tiller ij. 

[H.] 

.  February  the  11 

*'W'ee  the  Inhabitants  iy{  Afraam  upon  Qiiin.'ietrirct  tid.in::*'  into 
consideration  the  manifold  inconveniences,  that  may  fall  up<  o  n*^, 
for  want  of  some  fit  ma!xistracv  aujouir  us.  Heiijjx  now,  l»v  <iodfc 
Providence,  fallen  into  the  line  of  the  Massachusetts  juri>tl)ria»n  ; 
audit  beiuii  farroti'to  rcpiyre  thither,  in  surli  ca>es  ot' Ju.-ticr.  as 
may  often  tall  out  atnons:  o^-  doe  therefore  tiiink  it  niei  tt  by  a  ::tn- 
eral  consent  and  vote,  to  orrlaine.  (\\\\  we  receive  furtherMir«  r!ioii<i 
from  the  General  Court,  in  the  Massachusetts  Bav,j  Mr.  \\  dhain 
Pynchon,  to  execute  the  otiice  of  a  mairistrate,  in  tiiis  our  pl.iuta- 
tion  of  A^cicim.  viz.  To  iiive  oaths  to  constables  and  nidit;tr\ 
ficers,  to  direct  warrants,  l)oth  proce.><es,  exeruii(»ns,  ujid  ai!ai  h- 
ments,  to  lieare  and  cxrimisie  mi.<rhmrnor^  to  intlici  c«»rp»»rul  j'un- 
ishment,  as  whi]>pinir,  itorkiui^e,  byndintre  to  the  peac«*  or  ::<»od 
behaviour,  and  in  some  cases,  to  require  sureties,  (»r  if  the  tdfence 
require  it  to  commit  to  pri-on.  and  in  defaults  of  a  comoii  pri'-on. 
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to  committ  delinquents  to  the  charge  of  «ome  fit  person  or  persoii.^: 
till  Justice  may  be  satisfied. 

Also  in  the  tryall  of  actions  for  debt  or  trespass,  to  give  oaths, 
direct  juries,  drpone  witnesses,  take  verdicts,  and  keep  records  of  • 
verdicts,  judi^nients,  and  executions,  and  whatever  else,  may  tend 
to  the  kini^s  (or  keeping)  peace,  and  the  manifestation  of  our  fidel- 
ity to  the  bay  jurisdiction,  and  tiie  restraining  of  any  that  violate 
Gods  laws  ;  or  lastly,  whatever,  else  may  fall  within  the  power  of 
an  assistant,  in  the  iNlassachusetts. 

It  is  also  agreed  upjion,  by  a  mutnall  consent,  that  in  case  any 
action  of  dett,  or  trespasse  be  to  be  tryed,  seeing  a  Jury  of  12  lit 
persons,  cannot  be  had,  at  present,  among  us,  that  six  persons, 
sliall  be  esteemed  a  good,  anil  sufficient  Jury,  to  try  any  action  un- 
der the  sum  often  pounds,  till  we  see  cause  to  tiie  contrary,  and 
by  common  consent  shall  alter  this  number  of  Jurors,  or  shall  be 
otherwise  directed  from  the  general  court  in  the  Massachusetts." 

[!•] 

The  hill  east  of  the  original  settlement,  furnishes  a  very  great 
supply  of  springs  of  the  purest  water,  as  they  issue  from  the  sand. 
There  are  within  the  bounds  of  the  present  town,  four  streams 
emptying  into  the  Connecticut,  sutlicient  to  carry  mills,  and  are 
improved  for  that  purp()se.  Pecowsic^  which  is  on  the  southern 
border,  M'^Il  river,  called  by  the  Indians,  Wquaick,  the  C/iicoj^ce, 
and  the  Mlllhuansii.  Garden  br(jok,  called  in  the  records  also,  ve 
town  brook,  rises  on  the  plains,  and  comes  to  the  street  opposite  to 
Mr.  Pynchon's  settlement,  before  which  it  separates,  and  a  j^art  of  it 
flows  otr  northward,  and  a  part  of  it  along  i)y  the  side  of  tiie  street, 
upwards  of  a  mile.  On  this,  near  its  mouth,  the  first  Grist  mill 
was  erected.  IVIill  river,  and  tiie  Chicopee,  have  been  very  exten- 
sively improved  for  mills,  and  machinery,  of  all  kinds,  impelled 
by  water.  The  latter  is  capable  of  being  improved  for  ihf>se  pur- 
poses, to  almost  any  indefinite  extent.  The  same  observations 
may  be  made  with  regard  to  West  Springfield,  in  a  very  consid- 
erable degree,  though  the  mill  seats  liave  not  been  so  much  occu- 
pied. The  Aggawam,  or  AVestfield  river,  if  not  diverted  for  the 
uses  of  the  canal,  must  alTord  valuable  situations  for  mills. 


[K.] 

Hutchinson  says,  Pynchon  was  a  gentleman  of  learning,  as  well 
as  religion,  lie  laid  the  foundation  of  Roxbury:  but  afterwards, 
removed  to  Connecticut  river,  and  was  the  father  of  the  town  of 
Springfield.    Johnson,  in  his  "Wonder-working  Providence,"  pub- 


57 


iished  in  IGol,  says  :  ''About  this  time  Mr.  Pynchon  sometime  a 
magistrate  haviii;^  out  ofade.-iro,  to  better  his  estate,  by  trading 
with  the  Indians,  settled  himself,  very  remote,  from  all  the  churches 
of  Christ,  in  the  Masscirhuscits  Government,  upon  the  river  Cou- 
ectico,  yet  under  their  Government,  lie  having  some  godly,  persons 
resorting'  unto  him,  they  there  erected  a  town,  and  church  of 
Christ,  callinir  it  Springtield,  it  lying  upon  this  large  navigable  riv- 
er hath  the  benefit  of  transporting  their  goods  by  water,  and  also 
fitly  seated  for  the  Beaver  trade  with  the  Indians  till  the  merchants 
increased  so  many,  that  it  became  little,  worth  by  reason  of  their 
out  buying  one  another  ;*  which  caused  them  to  live  ujwn  lutsband- 
ry  :  the  town  is  mostly  built,  along  the  river  side,  and  upon  some 
little  rivalets  of  the  same.  There  hath  of  late  been  more  than  one 
or  two  in  this  town  greatly  suspected  of  witchcraft,  yet  have  tliey 
used  much  diligence,  both  for  the  finding  them  out,  and  for  the 
Lords  assisting  them  against  their  witchery  ;  yet  have  they,  as  is 
supposed,  bewitched  not  a  few  persons  ;  among  wliom,  two  of  the 
reverend  cJdcr^s  children.  These  people  inhabiting  the  town,  having 
gathered  into  a  church  body,  called  to  the  oiTice  of  a  pastor,  the 
reverend,  Mr.  Moxon  who  remaiueth  with  them  at  this  very  day^ 
Of  whom  as  followelh  : 

As  tliou  with  strong  and  able  parts  art  made, 

Thy  person  stout,  with  toyl,  and  labour  shall, 

AVith  help  of  Christ,  through  ditlicuhies  wade, 

Then  spend  for  him  :  spare  not  thyself,  at  all, 

When  errors  crowd,  close  to  thyself  and  friends, 

Take  up  truths  sword,  triile  not  time  for  why, 

Christ  called  his  people,  hither  for  those  ends, 

To  tell  the  world,  that  Babels  fall  is  nigh. 

And  that  Ids  churches,  through  the  world  shall  spread, 

Maugre  the  might  of  wicked  men  and  devils, 

Then  Jloxon,  tliou  ueedst  not  at  all  to  dread 

But  be  avenged  on  Satan  for  his  evils. 

Thy  Lord  Christ,  will  under  thy  feet  him  tread." 

When  tliis  account  of  Moxon  was  written,  he  was  licre  ;  but  be- 
fore it  was  pid)lished,  he  had  returned  to  England.  He  died,  very 
poor,  out  of  tl)e  ministry,  September  15,  1687. 

[L.] 

An  explanation  of  the  Indian  names  of  places  in  this  deed,  which 
is  almost  cotemporaneous.  is  made  by  John  Holyoke,  in  the  margin 

*Mr.  Pvnclion  setMiss  to  have  boon  an  extensive  dealer  in  t'nrs,  at 
Roxbury.'  He  fanned  out  tiio  i>rivi!,  ge,  and  paid  a  smn  to  llu'  <.jic  ii.^rid  Court. 
After  he  came  to  Sprii.ritleld,  he  pur-ued  the  same  busiiif^s.  W  uronoco  was  a 
place  famous  for  the  heavf^r  trade  ;  and  .Mr.  I'yncijun  paid  the  General  Court  a 
certain  pum  for  the  riirhtto  trade  witii  the  Indians,  in  furs. 
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itfthe  registry  of  it,  in  1G70.  He  snys,  ".n^rtr/^^  is  that  meadow 
on  the  <  Viith  of  Air;uim  river  where  tlie  Cniihsh  tirst  buiJt.  Quana 
is  rniddlemea,(J()\v  a  Ijoininjj  to  it.  JIa.<arksirJ:  is  the  long  meadow. 
Us^jnaick  is  nidi  river  and  the  lands  adjoininiT  it.  Nai/as6>  tt  is  the 
thiee  corner  meadow  and  land  adjoining,  extending  northerly  to 
Cliicopee  rirer." 

The  deed  of  xVorthampton  from  the  Indians,  to  John  Pynchon, 
is  dated  Sef)te!nher  '24,  n>o3.  Clnc  liaallop,  and  a  number  of  other 
chiefs  named,  all  of  Nonatuck,  sold  all  the  grounds  on  tlie  west 
side  Quinnecticott  river,  beginmnir  from  the  small  river,  below 
Wanhan,  called  Sonkwank,  and  so  up  by  Quinnecticott  river,  tothe 
little  mead"W,  called  Capawonk,  namely  to  the  little  brook,  or  nut- 
ter, on  this  side  Capawamp,  whicii  little  br()ok  is  called  ^Jusquamp, 
and  all  the  ground  westward  from  Quinnecticott,  for  nine  miles 
out  into  the  woods,  as  far  as  Xausconick.  The  grounds  included 
are  there  called  by  many  Indian  natnes.  This  deed  was  assigned 
'to  jXorihampton  inhabitants,  Jan.  10,  16(32. 

m 

The  rule  of  apportioninsr  th'^se  lands  to  individuals,  was  by  es- 
tates  and  polls.  The  polls  to  be  estimated  at  twelve  pounds  each, 
and  'dll  male  children  under  aire  to  be  considered  as  polls.  It  was 
also  ordered,  that  when  divided  while  commoner  unfen(ed,  ihey 
.should  be  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  for  grass,  herbage  and  tind>er, 
and  till  improved,  should  not  be  taxed.  There  was  a  provision  for 
'a  school  and  a  ministry  lot  in  each  of  these  divisions. 

The  laws  of  the  colony  were  at  this  time  in  manuscript.  They 
were  not  printed  till  10-31  ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether,  even  then, 
a  copy  was  kept  here. 

"Febry  the  5th  1649 
"A.  cony  of  such  orders  as  are  made  and  confirmed  by  the  In- 
habitants of  Sprinirfield  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

*'J.  For  the  prevention  of  disorders  in  puttinire  cattell  to  pas- 
ture, on  the  other  side  of  the  great  river,  to  the  prejudice  of  men's 
corne  ;  and  yet  that  men  may  have  the  benetit,  of  the  pasture  there, 
for  thcyre  cattell.  in  seasonable  tynie.  It  is  therefore  ordered, 
that  no  person  shall  put  o\ev  any  cattell  on  the  other  side  of  the 
great  river,  to  Pasture  there,  untill  the  loth  day  of  ( U-tober  yeai  ly, 
and  frfun  thence  untill  the  eighth  day  of  March  they  may  continue 
there,  by  which  day  xlw  fields  there  are  to  be  cleared  of  cattell  of 
all  sorts,  and  if  any  cattell  shnll  be  found  there  going  at  liberty, 
Siiid  not  under  the  hand  of  a  keeper,  or  in  an  inclosed  piece  of 
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ground,  before  or  after  the  days  abovesayd,  the  owners  of  the  said 
catltll  »ha!l  he  lyabie  to  a  line  of  i'2cL  a  head  for  ail  that  sliall  be 
found  witnin  a  100  rodd  of  any  corne  or  meddo^  e,  one  halfe  of  the. 
fine  to  the  informer,  and  ye  other  halfe  to  the  lowne,  and  >hali 
make  gc^otle  whatever  daniadge  j^iiall  aj)peafe  to  be  done  by  llieyre. 
said  caitell  in  that  tyme. 

"2.  W  hereas  the  |)lanlin<r  of  Indian  corne,  in  tlie  nieddows  and 
swamj)s,  on  the  otiier  side  of  Agawam  river,  hath occationed  a  long- 
stay,  after  ni  '\viii«,r  tyme,  before  n)en  can  puf  theyre  caitell  thitlier 
to  pasture.  Therefore  it  is  ordered  (wiih  the  consent  of  all  those 
that  have  planting  ground  there ),  that  no  more  Indian  corn,  shall 
be  planted  there,  eiilier  in  the  meddows,  or  swamps,  that  soe  the 
caitell  that  have  alhjtments  there  may  be  put  over  by  the  15th  day 
of  September  yearly,  |)rovided  they  take  a  sure  course,  to  prevent, 
theyre  catiell  from  goinge  over  the  river,  cither  by  fencing,  or  a 
keeper  in  the  day  tyme,  and  by  securing  them  in  some  inclo.sure  \ih 
the  night.  But  there  is  liberty,  for  calves  to  be  put  over  thither, 
by  the  14th  of  August.  And  in  case  any  person,  shall  put  cattell 
there  before  the  day  expressed,  he  shall  forfeit  ^s.  Crl.  by  the  head, 
for  every  such  default,  and  also  be  lyabie  to  pay  all  damadge  tliat 
his  cattell  shall  doe  on  either  side  of  the  river.  [This  order  w  as 
soon  changed,  and  the  same  rule  adopted  as  in  the  iirst  regulaliiui.] 

"i^.  It  is  ordere.i  that  if  any  Inhabitant  shall  desire  to  make  a 
Cannoe,  he  may  have  liberty  to  fell  any  tree  or  trees,  in  the  towne 
commons,  and  make  it  or  th<'m  into  Cannoes,  for  his  ow  n  use,  or  the 
use  of  any  Inhabitant,  But  no  such  inhabitant  shall  have  liberty,  to 
sell  or  in  any  kinde  to  pass  away,  any  Cannoe  soe  made  out  of  the 
towne,  untiil  it  be  full  five  years  old,  or  if  he  lend  his  cannoe,  it 
shall  be  returned  within  a  month.  And  in  case  any  shall  trans- 
gr<  ss  this  order  he  shall  be  Jyable  to  a  penalty  of  20*;.  for  every, 
default. 

**4.-  It  is  ordered,  that  whosoever,  shall  take  away  or  make  use, 
of  any  mans  Cannoe,  without  his  leave  shall  forfeit  unto  the  owner 
2^.  Of/,  for  every  such  default.* 

*'5.  It  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  no  barns,  or  howseiug  built 
or  set  uj)  in  the  highway,  betwixt  the  streets  fence,  and  the  brooke, 
except  there  be  soe  much  room  as  they  can  leave  4  rod  for  the 
'streete  or  highway,  and  then  men  may  make  use,  of  that  side,  next 
the  brooke,  for  what  building  they  f)lease.  And  if  any  shall  trans- 
gress, this  order  it,  shall  be  lawiull  for  the  selectmen  to  appoynt 
men  to  pull  downe,  and  demolish.,  such  building. 

"6.  I'or  the  prevention,  of  sundry  evdls,  that  may  befall  this 
Township,  tiirough  ill  disposed  persons,  that  may  thrust  tliemselves 
in  amongst  us,  agaynst  the  likinge,  and  consent  of  the  generality 
of  the  inhabitants,  or  select  Townsmen,  by  purchasinge  a  loit,  or 

'These  regulations  as  to  canoes,  wero  important,  as  they  wero  thev<-hicles  in 
whirh  the  t'rtrmcrs  every  day  went  from  ono  part  of  ihcir  furins  to  another. 


60 


place  of  haliitation,  6c  c.  It  is  therefore  ordered,  •  and  declared, 
that  no  inhabitant,  shall  sell,  or  in  any  kind  j>a>s,  a«vay  his  hou^e 
lat  or  any  part  of  it  or  any  other  of  ins  aliotmcnts,  t^»  any  slrantrer, 
before  lie  have  matic,  the  select  To'.\n<nien,  acquainted,  who  his 
ch-ipman  is,  and  they  accordingly  allow  ol'  his  adndssion,  under" 
penalty,  of  paying  twenty  shiilings,  for  every  parcell  of  hind,  so 
sold,  or  forfeitinge  his  land,  soe  soiild,  or  passed  away.  But  if 
the  select  Tow  nsmen,  see  grounde  to  disalovv  e  of  the  admission, 
of  the  said  chaj)nian,  then  the  toun,  or  Inhahi'ants,  shall  jiave  oO 
days  tyme  to  resolve,  whither  tiioy  w  W]  buy  the  said  alloitnients, 
which  said  alottments  they  may  hay,  as  inditterent  partys  shall  ap- 
prise them.  Hat  in  case  the  Inhahitants  shall  delay  to  make  a 
purchase  of  the  said  lands,  above  (h\ys  after  the  prof)ounding 
of  it  to  the  select  Tounsmcn,  then  the  said  seller  shall  have  his  lib- 
erty to  take  his  chapman  and  su(  h  chapman,  or  sti  anger,  shall  he 
esteemed,  as  entertained  and  alowed  of,  by  tlie  toune  as  an  Inhabi- 
tant. 

*'7.  It  is  ordered,  that,  if  any  man  of  this  tounship,  or  any  pro- 
prietor of  land,  have,  or  any  that  shall  or  may  dispose  of  land  here, 
shall  under  the  colour  of  friendship,  or  any  other  ways,  cntertaine 
any  person,  or  persons  here,  to  abide  as  inmates,  or  sliall  subdivide 
their  howse  lotts,  to  entertaine  thern  as  tenants,  for  a  longer  t>  me, 
than  one  month,  or  30  days,  without  the  consent  of  the  select 
Tounsmcn,  (^children  or  servants  of  the  family  that  remain  single 
persons  excepted,^  shall  forfeit  for  the  first  default,  20s.  to  the 
Towne  and  alsoe  he  shall  forfeite  Ws.  per  month,  for  every  month, 
that  an}'  such  person  or  persons  ihall  soe  continue,  in  this  Toun- 
ship witliout  the  consent  of  the  select  Tounsmcn;  and  if  in  tyme 
of  their  abode,  after  the  limitation  abovesaid,  they  shall  neede  re- 
lief, not  beinge  able  to  maintaine  themselves,  then  he  or  ihey,  tliat 
entertained  such  persons,  shall  be  lyable,  to  be  rated  by  the  select- 
men, for  the  reliefe,  and  maintenance,  of  the  said  party  or  partys, 
so  entertained,  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  judi'^e  nieete. 

"8.  For  the  regulating  of  workmcns  and  laboiirors  wages.  It  is 
ordered.  1.  That  ail  workmen  shall  worke  the  whole  day,  allow- 
ing convenient  tyme  for  food  and  rest.  'id.  Thatt  all  husbandmen 
and  ordinary  labourers  from  the  first  day  of  iXovemher  to  the  first 
of  iNIarch  shall  not  take  above  1(3,'/.  by  the  day,  wages,  for  the  other 
8  months,  they  shall  not  take  above  '2i)d.  by  the  day,  except  in  time 
of  harvest,  such  as  reapins".  and  m<  w  ing,  or  for  other  extraordina- 
ry worke,  such  as  are  sufiicient,  workmen,  are  allowed  2s.  ])r  day. 
3.  That,  all  carpenter*, joyners.  sawers,  wheehvriiihrs,  or  suchlike 
artificers,  from  the  first  day  of  No\cnd)cr,  to  the  fn  >t  of  IMarch. 
shall  not  take  above  20r/.  pr  day  wages.  And,  i'r-r  the  other  8 
months,  not  above  2s.  pr  clay.  Taylors,  not  to  exceed,  ]2d.  pr 
day,  tlirouirh  out  the  year.  4.  That  all  teames,  consisting  of  4 
cattell,  with  one  man,  shall  not  take  above,  (>>.  a  day  wages  :  From 
"May  till  October,  to  v/orke  S  hours  and  the  other  part  of  the  year 
SIS  lioures  t\»rthevre  days  worke. 
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"And  it  is  furtlier  ordered,  tliat  whomsoever  shall,  citlier,  by  g:ive- 
ing  or  lukiiii:-,  exceetle  ihcic  rates,  lie  sliull  be  ivable  to  bo  punish- 
ed by  the  ina^ristratc,  according  to  the  quahty  and  Jiaturc  of  liie 
oftence. 

"9.  It  is  ordered,  that  every  householder,  shall  have  in  a  readv- 
ness,  about  his  house,  a  s:^jjicicnt  ladder^  i'ov  \Q\\p\\  suitable  to  big 
bowsing,  to  prevent  the  danger  of  lire,  on  p.enalty  for  everv  ncg~ 
lect,  05. 

'40.  It  is  ordered,  that  if  any  person,  shall  be  taken  notice  of, 
to  carry  fire  in  the  streetc,  or  frouj  house  to  house,  not  beini^  sulii- 
cienily  covered,  soe  as  to  prevent  doeinge  hurt  1  hereby,  he  shall 
forfeite  5s.  for  every  such  olience,  proved  against  him,  besides  all 
damnges,  for  what  hurl  may  conie  therel>y. 

"11.  It  is  ordered,  that  if  any  trees  be  felled,  in  the  common, 
having  no  other  worke  bestowed  011  them,  above  six  months,  it 
shall  be  iawfuil  for  any  man,  to  take  them  :  but  any  Tindjcr  that 
is  cross  cutt  or  lire  wood  that  is  cutt  out,  or  s-et  on  heaps,  or  rayles, 
or  clefts,  or  p-oles,  no  man  may  take  any  of  them,  till  they  liave 
lyen  18  mt>nihs,  after  it  is  j-o  cross  cutt  or  cloven.  And  in  case 
any  person  shall  be  found  to  take  away,  or  convert  to  his  ow  n  use, 
any  tymber,  or  fyrewood,  as  aforesaid,  beiore  the  tyme  above 
limited,  he  shall  be  hai>le  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  f)wner,  in 
kintle,  or  otherwise,  to  his  content  ;  and  shall  also  forfeite  l(l5,  to 
the'rouncTre.'isury,  for  every  such  parcel  of  tymber,  rayles,  boettcs, 
or  firewood,  that  he  shall  soe  di.-orderly  take  away,  and  convert, 
to  his  ov.  n  use.  [N.  I?.  This  order  vvas  in  some  respects  njodilied 
in  IGGO,  but  substantially  continued.] 

"12.  Whereas,  there  is  observation  taken,  of  the  scarcity  ol" 
Tymber,  about  the  Toune  for  buiidinge,  sawing,  slnngies,  and  such 
like,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  no  ])erson  shail,  henceforth  trnns- 
port,  out  of  the  toune,  to  other  places  any  l)uildina  tymber,  bord, 
log2:s,  or  sawei!  boards,  or  planks,  or  shingle  Tyndier,  or  }»ipe 
staves,  which  sliall  be  growing  in  the  Toun  coir.nions  ;  or  from 
Cliickuppe  river,  to  fre>^Ii\\  ater  brooke,  and  six  niiles  east  JVoni  the 
a^reat  river  :  and,  ifany  man,  shall  be  found,  to  transgress  this  or- 
der, he  shall  be  lyable  to  a  fine,  of  20.^.  for  e^  ery  freight,  or  l(»ade, 
of  sucli  Tymber,  boards,  shingle,  or  such  like,  by  him  soe  trans- 
ported. 

"13.  To  the  end  tliat  such  candJi.wood  as  lyetli  near  liif  Towne 
may  not  lie  wasted  by  such  as  burne  Tarr,  d  c.  to  ye  prejudice  of 
the  Inhabitants,  It  is  theiefcre,  ordered,  that  no  j  erson,  sljali  have 
liberty  to  oather,  oi-  haviuire  soe  gathered,  to  burn  any  eandlewooil, 
for  the  makinge  of  Tarr,  Pitch,  or  Toale,  within  the  compass  of  .-ix 
miles  east,  IVom  tlie  great  river,  and  soe  extending  from  (  bicku}>j  e 
river,  to  the  Loni^ir.eadov/  brooke  ;  and  if  ony  sli{dl  be  found  to 
burne  any  candiewood,  sne  gathered,  ^vithin  tl;e  limits  or  luiunds, 
above  ex])ressed,  be  shall  fi-rl«  ite  \L{)$.  for  every  load  of  candiew  ood, 
soe  gathered,  and  burnt  for  Tar,  Pitch,  or  (Jolc,  or  ye  like  use. 
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Fi-ovided  ijotwitlistatidino-  that  every  Inhabitant,  may  gather  can- 
dleu'ood  Tor  his  own  laiinly  use  where  hv  |)lca?etli.*' 

*'14.  NVlieieas,  it  is  judg-ed,  otreiisive,  and  noisome,  for  flax,  and 
he?iipe,  to  he  watered,  or  washed,  in  or  hy  the  brooke,  before  mens 
doors  which  is  for  ordinary  use,  for  d'essin;^c  meate,  therefore  it  is 
ordei-ed  lliat  no  pers  .sn  hencelorth,  sliall  water  or  wash,  any  flax  or 
hemp,  in  the  said  brooke,  either  on  the  east  or  west  side  of  the 
streete,  or  any  where,  near  adjoyninire  to  it,  and  if  any  person  shall 
be  found  transgressinge  herein,  he  shall  be  hable  to  a  line  ot'Gs.Sd. 
for  every  such  defaulc. 

"15.  It  is  ordered  t!>at  no  person  sliall  gather  any  hopps,  that 
grow  in  tiie  swamps,  or  any  common  grounds,  unlill  the  tifth  day 
of  September  yearly,  upon  payne  of  iorfeiliniie  what  they  shall  soe 
disorderly  ;^arher,  and  '2s.  i)  !.  for  breach  of  order,  the  forfeiture  to 
the  informer,  the  2.^.  (jcL  to  the  'I'oune  treasurer. 

"1(>.  Wliereas  it  is  judged  needful,  in  sundry  respeets,  that  eacit 
Inliabitnnt,  sliouhl  have  the  severall  parcells  of  his  land,  recf>rded 
therefore  for  prevention  of  future  inconvenieiices,  It  is  ordered,  that 
every  particular  inhabiiatJt,  of  ihi-s  tounship  siiall  repayre  to  the 
recorder,  that  is  chosen  and  appoynted,  by  the  toune  for  that  pur- 
pose, who,  upon  information  iiiven  ium,  by  each  j  erson,  of  his  sev- 
erall parcells  of  land,  the  !Uiiiii»er  of  acres,  with  the  length  and 
breadth  of  ye  said  alotments,  and  who  are  borderinge,  on  each  side 
of  him,  shall  by  virtue  of  his  oihce,  fairly  record  each  parcel!  of 
land,  with  the  limits,  bounds,  and  situation,  therecd,  in  a  book,  for 
that  purpose,  for  which  his  pains,  the  owner  of  the  said  lands,  shall 
pay  unto  the  Recorder,  two  pence  for  every  parcell,  of  his  land,  soe 
recorded.  And,  if  any  j)crson,  >hail  neglect  the  recording  of  his 
lands,  longer  than  six  months,  atter  ye  grant  of  it,  he  shall  be  lya- 
ble  to  a  fine  of  3.<.  for  every  parcell  of  land,  that  is  not  then  re- 
corded ;  and  if  after  that  he  shall  neglect  to  record  it  12/7.  pr 
month  for  every  months  nenlecte,  of  any  ])arcell  ;  And  auncient 
grants  are  all  to  be  recorded,  by  the  last  of  iMay  next,  upou  likci 
penalty. 

*'17.  It  is  ordered,  that  if  any  ])erson,  wliose  houselott  Ives  in- 
closed in  a  general  fence,  shall  dt-sire  to  inclose  a  part  of  it,  for 
yards,  gardens,  or  orc!:ard,  his  neiidihour,  on  each  hand  of  him, 
shall  be  compellable  to  make  and  snlficiently  maintain,  the  one 
half  of  the,  said  fence,  from  tyme  to  tymc.  provided  his  share 
of  fence  auKuuit  not  to  above  ten  rods,  provided  alsoe,  that  vo 
said  fence  exceeile  not  the  charge  of  a  sutiicient  five  foot  pale,  or 

•This  rc2iil  t!ion  as  to  candlewoud,  refers  to  the  state  of  the  plains,  and  the 
custom?  of  the  peojiU.'.  at  thai  time.  By  the  perishing  of  old  trees,  there  were, 
on  and  in  tfie  jin-und.  ruaiiy  pine  knots,  and  hearts  of  tree^,  which  \v<'ro  j:eiier- 
allv  used  for  torcli  l!:'i;ts.  Till  within  .'0  years,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  people, 
to  have  gatliorod.  every  fill,  fur  liiniily  use,  a  quantity  of  lliese  j»ine  knots,  &c. 
A  prudent  farmer  would  ;  liiiost  as  soon  enter  upon  ihe  winter  witJiout  hay,  as 
without  pine.    This  was  <|;atliered  on  all  uiunclo^>ed  iand,  wherever  found.' 
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fire  rayles.  And  in  case  any  neijihbonr  shall  refuse  to  doe  his 
share,  of  ye  said  fence,  wiliiin  l>  months,  aficr  due  notice,  ^iven 
hiai  of  it,  ho  shall  he  liable  to  pay,  what  damadfre  his  neiiihhour, 
shall  sustaine,  throuijli  his  default  :  and  alsoe  5.s.  per  month  soe 
lon^j^  as  he  shall  ne;j^!ect  fur  contempt  of  order. 

*'1S  and  ID.  [  J'iic  ISth  and  I'Jlh,  are  respectinjr  fences,  and 
the  oversiglit  and  repair  of  them,  and  have  nothing  peculiar  in 
them.] 

•'20.  For  the  better  carryin^e  on  of  Toune  meetins^s,  it  is  order- 
ed that  wiiensoever,  there  s^hallauy  public  notice,  be  given  to  the 
Inhabitants  by  the  select  Tounsmen,  or  any  other,  rn  theyre  behaife, 
of  some  necessary  occation,  wlierein  the  selectmen  desire,  to  ad- 
vise with  the  Inliabitants,  and  the  day,  tyme,  and  place,  of  meet- 
iuge  be  appoynted.  It  is  expected,  that  all  the  Inhabitants,  attend 
personally,  such  nie(!tinix,  soe  appoynted.  And,  in  case,  the  tymo 
and  houre  of  meetinge,  be  come,  thouirh  there  be  but  nine  of  the 
Inhabitants  assembled,  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  them  to  proceetl,  in 
agitation  of  whatever  busyness  is  there  propounded  to  them,  and 
what  the  major  part  of  the  ^\ssembly  there  mett  shall  aoree  upon, 
It  shall  be  taken  as  the  act  of  the  whole  toune  and  binding  to  all. 

The  first  Tuesday  in  November  yearly  [alteretl  afterwards 
to  February,]  is  mutually  agreed  on  and  appoynted,  to  be  a  general 
toune  meetinij^e,  for  the  choyce  of  Toune  otiicers  making,  continu- 
ing and  publishing  of  orders,  &c.  on  which  day,  it  is  more  e.spe- 
cially,  expected,  that  each  inhabitant,  give  his  personall  attend- 
ance, an(l  if  any  shall  be  absent,  at  the  tyme  of  callings  or  absent 
himself  without  consent  of  the  major  part,  he  shall  be  lyable  to  a 
fine  of  25.  Or/. 

*'22.  It  is  alsoe  ordered,  that  on  the  first  Tuesday,  in  November, 
there  shall  be  yearly  chosen,  by  the  Inhabitants,  two  wise,  discrecte 
men,  who  shall  <>y  virtue  of  an  oath  imposed,  on  ihem  by  the  mag- 
istrate, for  that  [)urpose  faithfully  present,  on  the  Court  days,  all 
such  breaches  of  Court,  or  toune  orders,  or  any  other  misdenienors, 
as  shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  either  by  their  own  observatit)n, 
or  by  credible  information,  of  otiiers,  and  shall  take  out  process 
for  the  appearance  of  such  as  are  delinOjUents,  or  witnesses,  to 
appeare  the  sayd  day  ;  when  all  such  presentments,  by  the  sayd 
partys,  shall  be  judicially  heard,  and  examined,  by  the  magistrate, 
and  warrants  for  distresses,  granted  for  the  levying  of  such  fines, 
or  penaltys  as  are  anexed  to  the  orders  violated,  or  which  shall 
seenie  nieete  and  reasonable  to  the  magistrate,  to  impose,  or  in- 
flict, according  to  the  nature  of  the  ofi'ence.  These  to  stand  in  this 
office  for  a  year  or  till  others  be  chosen  in  their  roome.* 

*'*23.  It  is  ordered  and  declared,  that  when  anr  man,  shall  be 
fairly  and  clearly  chosen,  toany  ofiice,  or  place,  of  service,  in  and 

*Thcse  officers,  called  presrntcrs,  were  chosen  fur  many  year^.  After  jjranfl 
jurors  were  chosen,  they  had  only  town  orders  to  execute. 
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to  the  toime,  if  he  sliall  refuse  to  accf  pt,  or  b\i'd\\  afterwarti;?,  neg- 
lect to  se.  ve,  ill  tluU  oifice,  to  wlneh  iie  ^uall  be  ehoseii,  every  such 
person,  slrall  pay  I^Oy.  fine  for  refiisall  to  the  Tonne  Treasurer,  un- 
less he  iias  served  in  that  ofVice  the  yeare  before  ;  no  person  being, 
to  be  compelled,  to  serve  f.vo  years,  tt)UL'tlier  in  the  same  oiLce, 
excej)t  seloclincn,  two  whereof,  if  ch;>-i'n  ao-aine,  are  to  stand  two 
yeares  toi;^et!ier;  tliat  s  >,  there  :nay  b(;  aUvays  some  of  tlie  old  se- 
lectmen who  arc  acquainted  with  the  Toune  affaires,  joining  with 
the  new. 

24. — [Relates  to  tiie  regulation  of  swine,  and  is  not  necessary 
to  be  transcribed.  An  o^Kcer,  unasual  in  hater  years,  was  chosen 
as  a  general  switie  ringer,  and  his  fees  stated,] 

"2-5.  To  the  end  tliat  the  c»)nnnon  Highways,  of  the  Tonne,  may 
be  layed  out  where,  they  may  be  r)iost,  convenient,  and  advarita- 
giose,  for  tiie  general  use  of  the  touuc,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  tliat 
the  select  Tounsmen  sliail  liave  full  ])ov>'er,  and  authoritj',  to  lay 
out  all  common  highways,  for  the  To'.uie,  wiiereand  how  tliey  shall 
judge  most  convenient,  and  useful,  lv)r  tlie  lidiabitants,  tliough  it 
be  through  or  at  the  end  of  mens  lotts.  Pr(jvided,  they  give  them 
reasonable  satisfaction,  according  to  equity  ;  but  if  the  ]>arty  like 
not  thereof,  then  it  shall  be  referred,  to  the  Judgment  of  indiffer- 
ent partys  mutually  chosen,  by  the  partye  and  the  select  Touns- 
men :  and  if  those  two  indilTerent  partys,  do  not  agree  they  shall 
pitch  upon    a  8d  person  to  join  wiih  tiiem,  and  determine  it. 

*'26.  And  the  Select  Tounsmen  are  alowed,  liberty  to  set  a  cer- 
taine  toll,  on  carts,  that  shall  pass  any  inizhway,  which  shall  ap- 
peare  more  than  ordinary  chtir^reable,  in  the  reparation  of  it. 

*'27.  For  the  equall,  and  inditfcrent  ctu  ryinge  on  and  bearinge 
the  charge,  of  makinge  and  repayreing  such  common  highways, 
and  bridges  as  are,  or  sliall  bcthou'_dit,  needful,  to  be  made,  or  re- 
payred,  from  tyme,  to  tynie,  withm  this  township,  it  is  ordered, 
that  every  householder,  that  iiaih.  or  keepeth,  in  his  use,  or  pos- 
session, aTeame,  consistinge  of  four  catt(dl,  shall  on  due  warninge, 
given  him  by  the  surveyor,  send  at  every  day,  and  place  appoynt- 
ed,  his  said  teame,  with  ins  cart,  and  such  necessary  tooles,  as  the 
surveyor,  shall  alowe  ol\  and  an  Jible  man  tlierwith,  to  doe  such 
work,  as  the  surveyor,  siiall  a[)poynt  him.  The  like  is  to  be  done, 
by  those  that  have  but  halfe  tca-ut's.  And,  it  is  further  ordered, 
that  every  other  }joii«-eh  )!(ier,  wh'>  hath  no  teame,  shall  by  himself 
or  some  other  faithful  labourer,  attend  the  worke  appoynted,  him 
by  the  surveyors,  on  every  day,  that  he  shall  be  called,  or  required 
soe  to  worke.  And,  it  is  alsoe  ordered,  that  all  persons  inhabit- 
iuge  in  the  tonne,  who  are  above  t  lOO,  estate  in  other  rates,  and 
yet  have  no  teame,  every  such  person,  shad  be  compellable  to  send 
one  sufficient  labourer,  to  the  liiohway  worke,  on  every  day,  that 
he  shall  be  duly  warned  thereunto,  accordinge  to  his  proportion 
with  other  men. 
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^  *'It  is  alsoe  furtiier  ordered,  that  every  person  shall  cut  downc 
his  siubb-j,  and  cienre  tiie  liii^iavay,  before  lus  lott,  ortymber  wood, 
staudiiig  trees,  (wUich  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  mans  oiiii),  or 
any  other  oironsive  matter,  that  the  siirveyors  sliali  warne  him  of, 
within  three  days  after  n  otice  given  him,  or  eUe  be  lyable  to  a  hnc 
of  V2d.  ior  every  defect. 

"2S.  Wliereas,  tliere  are  surveyors,  chosen  yearly,  for  the  over- 
sight and  atnendm:;e  of  hi^^!i  ways,  bndL'es,  and  other  defects  of  that 
ilature,  that  soe  tlie  coiniiion  highways  of  ilie  Tonne  uiav  be  kei)t 
in  contitjuall  reparation.  To  that  end,  and  for  the  reiiidatinire  of 
surveyors,  iii  the  discharge  of  their  office.  It  is  ordered  yt  ye  sur- 
veyors  for  the  tynie  bein^-e,  shall  take  care,  1.  That  l)i<;hways, 
bridges,  wharfs,  A:c.  beh)nging  to  ilieyre  care,  be  made,  rcpayreci, 
and  aftiended  sufficiently,  accordinge  to  theyre  discretion,  or  as 
thev  shall  be  directed  by  the  select  Touiismen.  2.  That  all  liiiifi- 
ways  be  kept  cleare  from  trees,  Timber,  wood,  earth,  stone,  or  any 
other  offiinsive  matter,  yt  shall  onoy  the  highway,  within  a  mile  of 
any  dwelling  house.  3.  That  if  any  person,  Uj>on  notice  given  him 
by  the  surveyor,  shall  neglect  to  remove,  or  cleare  away,  any  such 
anoyance  to  the  highway,  or  otfensive  nsatter,  by  him  caused,  haig- 
er  than  3  days,  then  the  surveyor  shall  doe  it,  and  have  double  re- 
compence  for  all  his  labor,  cost  and  charge,  from  llie  party  so  neg- 
lecting, besides  the  i'2d.  v.  hich  the  party  is  to  pay  in  way  of  I'me, 
for  neglect,  according  to  the  order  forementioned.  4.  That  the 
surveyor  shall  give  three  days  warni nge  to  such  as  they  call  for, 
and  require  to  come  to  t!:e  liighway  workc,  viz.  tlie  day  of  warn- 
ing and  a  day  more,  sue  that  n^en  must  come  the  8d  day  after 
>Varning,  unless  the  surveyors  give  them  longer  tyme.  o.  That 
they  shall  require  no  houselndder  to  worke  above  (3  days  in  a  yeare, 
nor  more  of  these  six  days  than  shall,  in  a  due  i)roportion,  fall  to 
Lis  share.  6.  That  the  surveyors  shall  require  no  nian  to  worke 
above  two  days  in  a  weeke.  7.  That  they  call  for  these  0  days, 
for  as  many  of  them  as  shall  serve,  within  the  compass  oftyine  be- 
twixt the  20th  of  May  and  20th  of  June,  yeaily,  and  liot  at  any 
other  time,  unless  by  the  consent  of  the  major  {  art  of  the  select 
Tounsmen,  it  be  agreed  unto  ;  and  yet,  inasmuch  as  sometimes 
ways  suddenly  become  defective,  that  they  may  not  too  long  be  neg- 
lected, it  is  declared,  that  three  of  ye  selectmen  meetinge,  and  any 
two  of  them  ag'Ceing,  may  a])|,oynt  and  allow  the  >urveighours  to 
repaire  such  defective  ways.  That  they  duly  present  to  the  se- 
lect Tounsmen,  all  defects  of  persons,  or  teamcs,  that,  on  lawful 
warning  given,  neglect  to  come  to  the  worke  ajtpoynted,  w  ho  --hall 
give  warrant  to  the  constable,  for  present  di-tiess.  of  2^.  line  for  a 
iuan,  and  os.  for  a  man  and  teanu'.  to  be  emjiloyed  m  the  next 
worke  that  is  to  be  done  about  highways.  1).  That  they  give  in 
llieyre  accounts  yearly,  to  the  selectmen,  at  the  general  meetinge 
in  November,  when  thev  vield  U]>  their  office  anotlwr  voare," 
9  * 
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These  byelaw3,  some  of  theni,  were  made  at  an  earlier  date,  and 
adopted  into  tiiis  code  at  tliis  time.  They  were  all  revised  and 
transcribed,  in  the  year  16(34,  and  entered  in  another  book,  ^joine 
of  them  were  then  moditicd,  and  a  fe'.v  of  tlieni  rejtealed.  'I'iie 
most  oftlieni  were  ne\er  formally  annulied  ;  but  as  new  circum- 
stances occurred,  and  oilier  regukitioiis,  either  public  or  privatej 
"Were  made,  they  went  out  of  use. 

There  were  two  or  three  regulations,  not  in  this  system,  which 
ought  to  be  noticed.  As  to  iiighways,  m  IG40,  the  surveyor  was 
"to  oblige  all  to  remove  stubbs,  sawpiis,  or  tymber,  from  the  high- 
ways ;  and  if  any  person  neglected,  he  sliould  forfeite  I5.  and  if 
continued,  2>-." 

As  t'ar  as  the  brook  lay  upon  the  street,  there  was  a  special  regu- 
lation as  to  that,  made  in  lu-57  :  "that  all  the  Inhabitants  between 
Wr.  John  Pynchon's,  and  the  lower  side  of  lienjamin  Parsons',  who 
are  proprietors  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  ihc  wet  meadow  before  our 
doors,  shall  take  care  to  cleare  and  scour  tfie  brook,  soe  far  as 
theyre  lott  or  alotments  is  in  breadth,  m  the  same  meadow  ;  and 
that  it  be  done  sutMciently,  to  the  apprubatjon  of  the  selectmen 
and  that  by  the  last  of  June  next,  uj)oii  penalty  ot'Xis.  id.  jicr  week, 
for  every  jjarcell  that  is  found  undone  at  that  tyme,  11  ml  so  to  con- 
tinue pr  week,  till  the  worke  be  fully  done  ;  the  which  lines  shall 
be  duly  levied  by  the  constable,  and  im}»ioved  for  public  use." 

In  IGGO,  this  subject  was  airain  before  the  town,  wiien,  uniting 
an  order  made  January,  Ukk*^,  as  to  scouring  ditches  before  the 
houses,  and  the  order  of  lGoG-7,  it  a\  as  provided,  '^that  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  meadows  should  keeji  a  good  and  sufticicnt  ditch, 
^vell  cleared,  for  the  easy  and  ready  pa^^age  oi"  ye  water,  and  for 
that  purpose,  from  0  or  rods  above  v  here  the  brook  come  to  the 
street,  should  annually,  in  the  month  of  jNlny,  scoure  and  cleare  ye 
said  ditches  and  water  pas>ii«ies,  of  sand,  dirt,  wood,  or  any  rub- 
bish, so  that  ye  water  m;i\  ha\e  Iree  j)a?><'ige  away,  without  penning 
uj>,  to  flow  the  niead(n\s.  livery  j)ers<»n  neglecting,  to  })ay  5s.  to 
the  town,  and  for  after  neglett^,  Ii>.  ■t(/.  a  week  :  the  ^^l]ole  to  be 
done  under  the  caie  of  iv>o  ot  the  .-elecimen,  to  be  specially  ap- 
poyntcd  for  that  pui  pose." 

The  method  of  defraying  tow  n  charges,  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  some  dilliculty.  At  first,  li.e  a-^e^sment  was  U})on  land,  by 
the  acre  :  this  was  alu  rwanis  i  oiiliiH  il  lo  the  honiclots.  I0  pay 
for  the  land  jmrchased  of  the  Imiiaiis.  »  ;u  h  individual  was  assessed 
according  to  the  (|uantity  of  land  he  held.  In  lG5o,  it  was  order- 
ed, "that  nil  land.-,  ami  bowsing,  and  live  st(»ck,  which  a  person 
owned,  should  be  ai>praised  and  a>.-es>ed  at  their  value." 

Tills  mode  of  rating  w  as  again  ahei  ed,  I  eb.  IGGO-l.  Houses, 
lands,  and  living  stock,  (oxcejit  sw  ine  put  up  for  fatting  and  kill- 
ing,j  were  to  be  apjiraised  and  assessed  ;  and  men's  ju  rsons  also, 
to  be  valued  from  JG  years  old  and  n]»w  ard.  at  X\\i,  A  W,  or  =t20, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  selectmen  ;  all  except  sick  or  infirm,  to  be 


07 

included  ;  men  also  to  be  rated  for  their  mercliaiidisiuji  and  trad- 
ing, according  to  the  trade  they  drive  in  the  town,  to  be  deteimin- 
ed  by  the  selectmen.  In  1GG3,  a  fourth  class  for  rating  persc^ns, 
was  made,  to  be  set  at  =^'8.  All  were  to  be  valued  by  the  o^jjrais- 
ers. 

At  the  first  settlement  of  the  town,  it  was  much  infested  Avith 
wolves  and  foxes.  A  premium  was  given  for  the  killing  of  each. 
This  was  to  be  levied,  at  first,  only  u]>on  cattle  ;  hue  afterwards,  it 
was  a  general  charge  upon  the  town.  Some  years  the  clanns  ou 
this  account  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum. 

To  shew  the  value  of  estate  here,  at  an  early  period,  and  the 
relative  value  of  its  different  kinds,  I  have  taken  from  the  Pynchon 
records,  a  copy  of  the  inventory  of  Nathaniel  liliss,  taken  Februa- 
ry 14,  16  j4— 3.  He  lived  a  little  south  of  where  Union  street  unites 
with  Main  street. 


"Housing  and  home  lott,  5  acres, 

£(j 

O5. 

OfZ, 

"VVet  meadow  befjre  the  house,  3  acres,  . 

3 

0 

0 

^Vood  lot,  5  acres,        .        .  ... 

1 

0 

0 

Ovei  ye  great  river,  9  acres. 

4 

10 

0 

At  the  Lf)ngmead()W,  26  1-4  acres, 

8 

10 

0 

Over  Agawam  river,  5  acres, 

8 

5 

0 

IMeadow  on  the  xMill  river,  52  acres. 

0 

14 

0 

2  Cuws,       ....  ... 

7 

10 

0 

3  Swine,      ....  ... 

1 

5 

0 

3  kettles,  1  skillet,  and  1  pale, 

J 

13 

0 

7  jueces  of  pewter,  \os. ;  7  do.  of  tin,  45.  . 
AVarming  Pan,  5j.  ;  a  fryinsr  pan,  25. 

0 

17 

0 

0 

7 

0 

Earthen  ware,  45.  ;  wooden  ware,  205 

1 

4 

0 

2  bedsteads,  IO5.  ;  2  chairs,  35. 

0 

13 

0 

3  boxes  and  a  chest,        .       .  . 

0 

7 

6 

Axes,  spades  and  hoe,     .  .... 

0 

7 

0 

Plough  chain  and  share,  IO5. ;  curtain  stayes, 

75.  0 

17 

0 

Cradie  and  chest,        .         .  ... 

0 

5 

0 

Bedtick,  with  tlocks  and  feathers. 

1 

10 

0 

A  musket,  sword,  and  baiulaliers. 

1 

2 

0 

Hat,  55,  ;  jacket  and  2  pair  of  breeches,  IS5 
Pillow,  35.  ;  books,  IO5.  ;  a  spinning  wheel, 

1 

3 

0 

25.  0 

15 

0 

^42 

IO5. 

It  seems  that  the  cows  were  appraised  at  upwards  of  8l<3  each, 
wliilc  land  in  the  homelot  and  meadows,  was  not  more  than  c^5  an 
acre.  Land  was  tiien  alnmdant,  and  cattle  were  very  scarce.  It 
appears  that  the  accounts  of  the  selectmen  were  audited  yearly, 
and  a  particular  statement  made  and  entered  on  the  record.  A 
minute  account  was  j^iven  of  the  town's  property  :  c.  g.  In  H>()0,  it 
is  noticed,  "that  Lav.Tence  I51iss  is  to  pay  for  the  chain  of  the  steel- 
trap,  which  he  lost ;  and  there  is  one  of  the  town's  one  iron  hook 
and  eye,  in  the  post  of  t!ie  gate  going  to  the  training  place,  and  an- 
other at  Thomas  Cooper'*  house." 
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[O.] 

Oil  the  subject  of  the  roads  in  the  town,  tliouirh  there  is  no  record 
of  the  layin<^  out  of  .Main  street,  yet  it  is  coiisLamly  referred  to,  as 
a  road,  a  street,  and  a  higliway.  It  was  ordered  to  be  four  rods  in 
breadtli,  til!  Jt  left  the  brook,  and  then  to  be  three  rods  ;  arid  from 
the  bridge  across  the  brook,  to  the  ^rate  at  tlie  nprier  end  of  Long- 
meadow,  it  was  to  be  also  four  rod^,  and  throu^li  the  meadow,  of 
the  same  width.  It  passed  under  LaiiLfhiil.  'J^lie  town  street  has 
been  several  ^iine>  re<iuhited  :  it  was  done  in  l(io4,  by  the  select- 
men, andm  iTtjJ,  by  a  cominitree  of  tlie  Court  of  Sessions,  when 
it  was  made  a  coimty  road,  if  not  bt-iore.  The  upper  end  of  the 
street  was  made  6  rods  wide,  in  from  the  baiik  of  the  mead- 

ows uj).to  Round  hill.  The  road  tijroujfli  the  meadow,  called  the 
middle  causey,  now  Sta*e  street,  was  muIv  iwo  rods  wide  :  the  road 
from  the  meadow  up  the  lidi,  was  wide.  From  the  rear  of  the 
wood  lots,  to  pass  up  the  i^^reat  hdl,  a  was  twenty  rods  broad  ;  the 
principal  ascent  was  ovcrcf)me  Uy  wiitdiii jt  uj)  the  hill,  farther  st)Uth 
than  anv  part  of  the  present  countv  roan.  The  road  to  tlie  burying 
ground  \vas  orig:inaliy  only  one  rod,  then  altered  to  1  1-2,  and  after- 
wards to  two  rods.  The  ori2"inal  roa  is  to  Skipmuck,  the  Sixteen- 
acre  road,  the  road  throui^li  Lonirmradow,  and  through  West 
Springfield,  on  the  way  to  Windsor,  were  all  laid  and  kept,  manj 
years,  twenty  rods  wide. 

[V.] 

.  The  rifrht  to  permit  cattle  to  run  upon  the  town  commons,  was> 
considered,  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  town,  a  most  important 
privilege.  It  was  constantly  exercised  by  the  inhabitants  ;  and 
much  depentlence  was  phiced  uj>on  the  commons,  for  pasturing 
cattle  during:  tlie  summer.  The  highways  that  were  laid  20  rods 
broad,  were  laid  of  that  wid'h,  avf)Wt'dly,  for  the  purpose  of  pas- 
tura^re.  The  cattle  were  all  bramied,  and  each  man's  brand  was 
recorded.  While  wood  lands  remained  Jincultivated  and  unfeaced, 
the  risrht  of  pasturing  upon  them  wasclaisned  ;  and  for  more  than 
a  century  and  a  half,  was  exercised,  without  cpiestion,  or  dispute. 
Nearly  all  the  milch  cows,  as  well  as  youngcatile,  which  were  kept 
in  the  town,  especially  in  the  first  pari-h,  were,  till  within  40  years, 
depastured  on  the  cominons.  There  were  many  evils  in  this  prac 
tice  :  cattle  would  dtstroy  young  nudjer  :  persons  were  tempted 
lo  set  fire  to  the  woofis,  that  theri'  miirhl  be  better  feed.  After  the 
countrv  became  popul.Mis,  the  pasture  grounds  were  dimini??hed; 
and  the  ancient  simplicity  and  honesty  beinir  much  diminij^hed,  it 
was  found  that  cattle  wee  not  very  safe  on  ti  e  plains.^  Immedi- 
ately after  the  law  nnthori^infr  towns  to  restrain  cattle  from  going 
at  large,  was  passed,  in  ISOO,  this  town  passed  a  vote  imposing 
such  a  restraint.  This  has  tended  to  increase  the  growth  of  woodj 
and  also  the  cjuuatity  of  nuirtuf  iaud. 


